Bible Notes - Genesis to Malachi

Genesis
1:1-
this is where God starts the story of salvation

    -
the very first sentence in the Bible completely rejects the theory of evolution. If the Bible is wrong


about Genesis 1:1, how can we be sure it is right about John 3:16?

  2-
the first indication of the presence of the Spirit of God

  5-
although there is much discussion about what a "day" is, the Bible defines it as an evening and a


morning.

  6-8-
this is the only day in creation that God did not declare to be good.

  6-
note that this expanse is not the seas, which were created on the 3rd day.

  11,13-
the Scripture does not allow for the day-age theory. The usage "and there was evening, and there


was morning", clearly refers to a single literal day. Also, the vegetation was created before the


sun. While a plant can survive for 24 hours without light, it can't survive for millions of years


without light.

  12-
"according to their kinds". This is God's law of reproduction, i.e. reproduction within a species.

  13-
the first creation of life was on the third day. Also note that the Lord Jesus rose on the third day.


In Scripture, the third day is a type of Christ's resurrection life.

  26‑
see Isaiah 44:24

     -
some cults will say that "us" refers to God and the angels together.  However, this would mean


that angels were creators in contradiction to Isaiah 44:24.

  27-
what constitutes being created in God's image? Verse 26 suggests that the ability to rule is part of


this, although free will, self determination, intellect and reasoning might also be part. Man is a


sovereign being in that he makes his own choices, and accepts the consequences.  Of course, the


best choice for him to make is to submit his own will to the will of God.

  29,30-
evidently man and animals were originally vegetarians

2:6-
rain did not exist at this time

  8-
"in the east" - likely meaning east of where God dictated the first five books of the Bible to Moses.

  18-
"It is not good for the man to be alone".  This is not just looking at companionship, but if we


consider the verses that follow, we see that "it is not good" because a man needs a helper to help


him to serve the LORD.  It is not loneliness that is in view, but serving the LORD and doing His


will.  This is the first thing that is declared explicitly to not be good.

  20-
again, it is a helper that man needs

  21-
sleep is a picture of Christ's death.  The Church (Christ's bride) has been purchased through


Christ's death.

  24-
"for this reason" i.e. because they are one flesh, they will be one flesh

     -
they will now be a new and separate household.  To stay with parents after marriage would be to


shirk spiritual responsibilities

3:5-
note that this was not a temptation to do evil, but a temptation to be more God-like.  See Isaiah


14:12-15.

  6-
she was deceived while his sin was willful. Ultimately, as her head, Adam was responsible.

  8-
despite the Fall, God cared enough to come down.  He did not leave them to their own devices

  9-
God cared enough to confront them

   - 
Demonstrating the break in fellowship with God

  10-
at least Adam had enough sense to fear God, knowing how serious sin is.

  11-
by asking a question, God gave man a chance to confess

  12-
the beginning of individualism

  14-19-
the curses going up the chain of authority, Adam being presented in the rest of the Bible as the


one who is ultimately responsible (see Romans 5:12-14).

  15-
it is abnormal for a human being to like snakes

  16‑
'may mean that her desire would be to rule her husband' (Ryrie), otherwise normal sexual desire


within marriage would be sinful.

     -
some suggest that headship of men was only instituted after the Fall and so it no longer applies to


Christians. In fact, headship existed from the beginning, because  while Eve sinned (1 Tim 2:14),


Adam was ultimately responsible (1 Cor 15:22).  Also note that the rest of these curses still apply


to human beings.  Why would we say that just one of these curses no longer applies?  Men still


have to toil to eat, and women still have pain in childbirth!

    -
evidently, having children was originally part of God's plan

    -
headship existed before the Fall.  See 1 Cor 11:8

  19-
note: this curse wasn't given to women.  Evidently, a man has the prime responsibility of providing


for the family.

   21-
God cared enough to cover them.  Their own coverings (the fig leaves) were not good enough.

4:3,4-
Abel brought some of the firstborn (i.e. the firstfruits).  There is no indication that Cain brought


firstfruits.

   15-
God in His mercy, took steps to ensure that nobody would do to Cain what Cain had done to Abel.

5:27-
Methuselah died in the year the flood started.

6:2-
probably refers to the godly line of Seth marrying into the godless line of Cain.  Angels do not


procreate (Mark 12:25) and we have no evidence that these "sons of God" were a special


exception to this rule.

   15‑
to make such an ark to escape a local flood would be foolish

7:11 & 8:3,4- it is clear that a Biblical month is 30 days, because from the 17th day of the second month to


the 17th day of the seventh month, is 150 days.  Thus a Biblical year was 360 days.

7:16-
God Himself shut the door.  Christians today are eternally secure.  If Noah was safe in an ark,


surely I am safe in the Lord Jesus.

ch 9‑
if the flood were only local, this covenant would only be with the line of Noah.  Consider the


consequences of this! 

9:6 ‑
capital punishment is prescribed for murder

     ‑
an analogy ‑ if someone destroys a photograph of my parents, I will be mad, not because of the


value of the photo (the paper & chemicals) but because of what the photo represents. This verse

 
does not teach that man has infinite worth because man is made in God's image 

  8-
the covenant with Noah

  26-
note that Abraham, and thus Israel was from the line of Shem

11:26-
Terah was 205 years old when he died (11:32) and Abram was 75 when he left Haran (12:4)


which was after his father died (Acts 7:4).  So Terah must have had his first son when he was


70, and 130 when he had Abram.  However, Genesis 17:17 puts a bit of a wrench into this.  In


Gen 17:17, Abraham laughs at the idea that a man who is 100 years old could have a son. William


MacDonald suggests in his commentary, that if we follow a Samaritan manuscript, we would see


Terah dying at age 145, which would solve this problem.  However, a wrench in the wrench is


the fact that Abraham had Ishmael when he was 86 years old, and if a man who is 86 can have


a son, why not a man who is 100?  Perhaps William MacDonald's suggestion is correct, or


perhaps Abraham's laughter was more directed towards the prospect of Sarah would bear a


child at age 90.

12:1-3-
God's covenant with Abraham.  Note that this covenant has not been repealed.  A true Christian


should never be anti-Semitic

    1-
either this call was repeated, or this is the original call that Abram received.

   2,3-
How is Abram a blessing to me?



1) Abram is the "father" of all who have the same faith (Ro 4:16,  Gal 3:7-9)



2) Through Abram came Christ (Gal 3:14,16,  Matt 1:1)

13:13-
everything in this world appeals to our old nature.  The world is very attractive, even to a


believer, but it has nothing that can satisfy a believer or an unbeliever.

    14-
Lot represented the world, and it was after Abram had separated himself from Lot, that the


LORD spoke and gave very great blessing.

     ‑
note that Lot went to the east.  Abram was also given Lot's land

14:1-17- the only reason why this event is recorded, is because one backslidden believer happened to be


there.  God also used this event to introduce Melchizedek.

    8-
Salem (Jerusalem) was at this point a backwater hick town.  Melchizedek's importance was based


on his relationship with God, and not on his role as a King.

    18-
"bread and wine" - it was appropriate for Melchizedek to bring bread and wine, since Melchizedek


was a 'type' of Christ

15:1-
if we fear God, then we have nothing else to fear. Also see Isaiah 8:12,13.

    -
note that God Himself is Abram's reward.  It is like this for us today, with the Lord Jesus

15:6-
one of the absolutely fundamental verses of the Bible.  Note that this righteousness was


recognized before Abraham was given the covenant of circumcision, or God revealed the Law.

16:1-5-
a good example of what happens when we let our desperation over a situation overpower


our desire to follow God's will.

    2-
Sarai decided to try to get around a situation that she believed was from God.

    7‑13‑note the mercy of the LORD in appearing to a friendless woman who was not even part of the


covenant with Abraham

    7-14-Note the parallel with Jesus and the woman at the well (John chapter 4).

    9-
the lesson for us is that we are expected to submit to the authority over us, even if it is not


being used perfectly (of course, there is a limit to this concept).

   13‑
the Angel of the LORD is the LORD (Jehovah) & see Zech 1:12,13

17:4,9,15- "as for me", "as for you" and "as for Sarai"

    5-
"Abram" = exalted father, but in Gods order there can only be one exalted father, so the name


was changed to "Abraham" (meaning "father of many").  However, the Jews tended to treat


Abraham as exalted father rather than the father of many.

19:31‑38‑ the sin of these 3 individuals resulted in the birth of Moab & Ammon (2 nations which plagued


Israel)

20:11-
true fear of God will show itself in the way we treat other people, especially the needy and the


aged.

21:17‑19‑ see the note on 16:7‑13

22:8-
a ram was provided in verse 13, but the lamb was provided in John chapter 1

   11,12- again we see that the angel of the LORD is God

   12-
true fear (or reverence) for God shows itself in our actions (i.e. absolute obedience)

   16-
the LORD must swear by himself, for there is nobody greater, nothing greater, and no concept


greater than Himself

ch 24-
from chapter 22, it is clear that Isaac was a type of Christ, and Abraham was a type of God the


Father.  This is further demonstrated in chapter 24.  The servant (probably Eliezer) is a type of the


Holy Spirit, and Rebekah is a type of the church.  Note that the Spirit has also given gifts to the


church.

31:20-
withholding the truth is just as bad as outright lying

39:10‑
Joseph avoided the temptation.  Also see Prov 5:8 & 1 Cor 6:18

47:13-26- In contrast, Jacob's family did not have to pay for their food (44:1) and were given land.  These


were free gifts from Joseph, who had been treated badly.  Joseph is a 'type' of Christ.

Exodus
3:2,4-
the Angel of the LORD is the LORD

  14-
see John 8:58

6:25-
but Phinehas must have been born during the 40 years in the wilderness, because he is seen


again in Joshua 22.  This list of families must include children born to Levite families after they


left Egypt.

12:13-
it is not that God would ignore the house with the blood, but rather the blood was a sign that


death had already occurred in that house through a substitute.

13:9-
see Rev 13:16

14:22-
this verse shows the water as a wall, answering those who suggest that 'the tide went out'.  Also


see Exodus 15 and Psalm 78.

17:1-7-
God showed great patience.  It was not patience with their sin, but a demonstration of His


greatness through His patience

   16-
margin reading in NIV says, "Because a hand was against the throne of the LORD, the".  Only


God could judge or punish His people.  By attacking Israel, the Amalekites usurped a position that


belonged solely to God.

19:5,6-
God's original plan for the nation of Israel

   10,11- if 3 days of consecration were required for the people to meet God, how should we prepare for


breaking bread or prayer?!!

20:3‑
worship of false gods

   4‑6‑
worship of the true God in false manner

   7‑
misusing the name of the Lord Jesus

   8‑11‑
see Exodus 31

         -
Acts 20:7‑ breaking bread on Sunday

   13‑14‑ see Matthew ch 5

   19-
see 19:5,6.  Its pretty hard to be a priest when you are staying at a distance from God.

   20-
in the economy of the Law, it was fear that was supposed to inspire holy living.  In the New


Testament, it is grace that inspires holy living (Titus 2:11,12)

   25-
man must not add his works by shaping the stones. Salvation is all of God, through what He has


provided.

22:25-
also see Lev 25:35-37, Deut 23:19,20 and Nehemiah 5:11. Maybe this is not just for the Jews.

24:6-8-
Here we see Moses functioning as a priest.

    13‑
here we have a clue that Joshua is also a 'type' of Christ 

    18‑
only Moses was allowed in the cloud, because he was a 'type' of Christ

25:31-40- the articles in the earthly tabernacle were pictures of the items in the heavenly sanctuary (e.g.


the ark represented the throne of God).  The one lampstand with 7 branches could represent the


one Holy Spirit whose 7 aspects are discussed in Isaiah 11, and mentioned in Rev 1:4

28:1-
God chooses His priests.  There is no indication that they wanted to be priests or asked to be


priests.  God sovereignly chose them.

31:16,17- the Sabbath was between God and Israel, not between God and the Church!!!  Christians do not


have to observe the Sabbath, nor should they.  Christians who think that they have to observe the


Sabbath usually observe the wrong day (Sunday, whereas the Sabbath was Saturday).

 
Furthermore, these Christians do not observe all the feasts that Israel was commanded to observe,


which is gross inconsistency.  However, having shown that the Christian is not required to keep


the Sabbath, many Christians have found it a valuable practice to set aside one full day a week


(usually Sunday), for physical rest from labour, and to focus on spiritual concerns.  Also note that


while the Christian is not required to keep the Sabbath, the Christian is required to attend meetings


of the local church, most of which take place on Sunday.

33:11-
interestingly, Joshua is a 'type' of Christ

36:6,7-
Perhaps some people had good hearts and yet delayed in their giving.  Others may have given


some, but withheld part.  yet the time came when it was too late to give more.  It is like this for us.


There is no sense in withholding part (of ourselves, our service and our possessions), intending to


give more later, because soon it will be too late (through our death or through the Lord's return).

Leviticus
1:2-5-
note that ordinary Israelites were allowed inside the court of the tabernacle, but not in the tent of


meeting

ch 15-
it would seem that a married person would spend most of his or her time in a state of being


ceremonially unclean.  Perhaps this would have helped the person in the Old Testament to


realize the pervasive nature of sin.

16:13-
"smoke" is the same Hebrew word as "cloud" in 16:2

20:18-
if we compare this passage to 15:24, we see that the phrase "cut off from their people" can


refer to simple ceremonial uncleanness, and not necessarily to execution or banishment.

23:22-
without this instruction, we would not have the story of Ruth.  This verse seems to be a


parenthesis, acknowledging God's blessing to the gentiles in the church age.

24:17-22- this was not designed to be harsh, but rather to make the punishment fit the crime.

    17-
capital punishment was not only allowed, but was required by God.

25:15,16- the closer they got to the Year of Jubilee, the less value the land had.  Today, the closer we


get to the return of Christ, the less earthly possessions should matter to us.

    20-22- although the rational mind would wonder about what they would eat, God promised to provide.


We might not understand how our needs will be met, unless we compromise in some way.  But


we should not compromise because God will meet the needs without any need on our part to


compromise.

   35-
if this was to be their behavior based on their national relationship to each other, what should our


attitudes be towards the members of the Church of God!

26:9-12-  note that God promised physical blessings (v 9,10), but also spiritual blessings (v 11,12)

Numbers
1:27-
Judah being the largest, even if Ephraim and Manasseh are counted as one tribe.

2:4-
the most numerous tribe was on the left wing.  Over a thousand years after this, the Theban


army adopted a heavily weighted left wing and had great military success.

3:5-10-
the Levites were to help with the work, but only Aaron's sons could serve as priests.  The rest


of the Levites were still worth the same amount in God's eyes, but they had simply been given


a different role than the sons of Aaron.  This had nothing to do with their spiritual level or ability,


but was simply God's sovereign choice.  Today, all believers are priests, but men and women


have been given different roles.

   12-
see Heb 5:1

11:5-
note that these things were not wrong in themselves, but that the people had declared that God's


provision was not enough.  Perhaps we are like this, declaring that the Lord Jesus is not enough


for our happiness.

   6-
can you imagine saying this about God's merciful provision?  Perhaps they should have eaten all

 
the other wonderful kinds of food available in the Sinai desert wasteland.

   15-
other believers who wanted to die include Elijah (1 Kings 19:4) and Jonah (Jonah 4:3).  Note the


difference in Jesus who was "overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death" yet prayed "not


what I will, but what you will" (Mark 14:34,36)

   18-20- sometimes the Lord gives us what we want in order to judge us.

12:6-8-
note from Exodus 15:20, that Miriam was a prophetess.

13:1,2-
see Deut 1:22.  Spying out the land was the idea of the people.  In this verse, God gives his


permission for them to go ahead and do what they wanted.

    2-
note that it was the leaders who were expected to go out first, thus risking their lives.

    30-
knowing the LORD's will (v2), Caleb ignored the difficulties and exhorted the people to do


what the LORD had commanded.  The difficulties were real, but Caleb knew that God was


able to overcome them.

14:39-45- true repentance accepts what God gives, even if it means that we must continue to live with


the consequences of our past sins.  For example, a man who was divorced prior to salvation


must accept that he cannot be an elder in a local church.  He must not try to push himself into


this role.

    40-
evidently they were sorry for the consequences of their sin and not for the sin itself.

15:14-
note the LORD's provision for the alien (who was essentially a proselyte).  Also see 9:14,


19:10 and 2 Chron 6:32.

16:1-
a terrible situation indeed when a Levite raises rebellion.  The modern equivalent would be an


elder who sins.

    22-
an example of intercessory prayer

    30-
"treated the LORD with contempt".  In fact, they had rejected Moses, whom the LORD has given


authority. Similarly, Samuel (1 Sam 8:7).  Consider the people that God has placed in authority


above us.

    45-
Moses was a good example of intercessory prayer, and intercessory action.  Also see 11:2,


14:11-20 and 16:21.  For reasons we don't understand, God sometimes lets himself be directed


by the prayers of His saints.

18:15,16- not just set free, but bought at a price

20:9‑12‑ there was blessing (abundant amounts of water), but the blessing was not a sign of God's


approval, for Moses was still punished.  Despite the good which might result though our


disobedience (e.g. marrying an unbeliever and they get saved), the good that God graciously


bestows is not a sign of His approval!!!

21:4-9-
an important foreshadowing of the Gospel, and a good verse to use for a Gospel message.

23:21-
spoken at a time when Israel did not have an earthly King.

24:9-
God confirming His covenant with Abraham (Genesis 12:3).

25:11‑
God's testimony about Phinehas is incredible!  He was as zealous for God's honor as God was!

33:4-
some have pointed out that each of the plagues took aim at one of the gods of Egypt.  This verse


lends weight to this idea for it was "judgment on their gods."

Deuteronomy
4:2-
also see Deut 12:32 and Rev 22:18,19

  35-
the purpose of the O.T.  (i.e. showing that Yahweh is God).

5:7-
the first commandment is yet one more indication that the great purpose of the Old Testament


is to show that Yahweh is God.

  29-
"what works for God's glory also works for our good" (Jamie Martin)

6:1-
here is an indication that a true believer can use the phrase "the LORD your God".  Just


because a person uses this phrase does not mean that they themselves are unsaved and


refusing to recognize Yahweh as their God.

   5-
this is what the people's motivation should have been in following the Law.

   6-9-
spiritual instruction is the responsibility of parents, not just the Sunday School

7:3,4-
another expression of what God thinks of the unequal yoke!  See 2 Cor. 6:14.

8:18‑     since the ability to produce wealth comes from God, perhaps we should return some of that


wealth to God as an act of worship

18:15-19- THE Prophet is the Lord Jesus.  Also see John 1:21

21:12-
she would do away with the things that attracted him to her in the first place.

22:9-11- to be a constant reminder to Israel to not be unequally yoked with unbelieving nations.

   23,24- "pledged... wife"  The betrothal was taken as seriously as marriage, and indeed was part of


the marriage process.  Today, Christians should take engagement very seriously, and not just


something to be entered into lightly.

   28,29- in the context of our culture, this is a very difficult verse to understand.  First of all, we must


realize that there is no perfect solution to this awful situation. This verse may have in mind the


promotion of self-control.  A man who did not control himself would end up married to a woman


that hated him.  A woman who was immoral would probably not want to claim that she was


raped.  For the woman that really was raped, this verse will provide her with a husband (which


would be almost impossible for her to find otherwise) to provide for her and to provide for any


children that might result. Again, this verse is simply trying to salvage some sort of life for the rape


victim, and should not be looked upon as a solution that will make everything right again.

28:2‑8‑
a listing of Israel's earthly blessings

    47-
This particular verse is not condemning a lack of service, but condemning an improper heart


during service

    49-
the purpose of tongues in the Bible is to warn Israel of coming judgment.  When hearing


tongues, the mind of the Israelite would naturally turn to this passage, the major curse


passage in the Old Testament.

30:6-
the LORD's circumcision of the heart will result in lasting faithfulness.  Although Israel was often


enthusiastic, lasting faithfulness was a continual problem.

31:8-
eternal security

34:5-
sometimes we may think that we have failed completely in our service, if we don't see the full


results of our labours.  See 1 Cor 3:5-9.  Also remember that David was unable to build the temple

Joshua
1:1‑
Moses (representing the Law) could not bring the people into the promised land.  Joshua


(representing Christ) brought the people the people into the promised land

  6-9-
these are God's battle instructions.  They do not deal with strategy or tactics, but rather with the


study of, and obedience to, the word of God

  7,8-
see Deut 6:6-9

  8‑
see Ezra 7:10

   -
if the Israelites were to meditate on the Law, then we should meditate on the Bible today.

  17‑
not very encouraging to Joshua, considering their previous enthusiasms and failures

2:1-
"secretly", unlike Moses.  Joshua was not looking for a favorable report to boost the morale of the


people, but simply information to help in the attack.

   11-
unlike those who had heard about what Israel had done and were now trying to fight them, Rahab


recognized that Israel's victories were due to Israel's God.  She responds with this statement of


faith in Yahweh.

3:15-
this statement makes it clear that this was not a natural event occurring due to drought

  17-
this also happened with Moses in the Red Sea, as well as Elijah (2 Kings 2:8) and Elisha


(2 Kings 2:14) with the Jordan.

5:2-
again, we see spiritual preparation for battle

   13,14- in verse 13, Joshua seems to be speaking as the leader, and basically asks, "are you under my


command, or under the command of the enemy?"  The LORD responds by indicating that He is


not under anyone's command, but that He Himself is the commander.  Also see Exodus 23:20-23.

   14‑
falling face down like this was an act of worship. Remember Revelation.  Also, this was a holy


place.  This leads us to believe that this person was Christ.  See Exodus 3:5.  Note that mere


angels do not accept worship!

6:5-
those who feel the need to explain away miracles will state that this happened due to harmonic


resonance.  While it is possible that the LORD worked through harmonic resonance, it takes more


faith to think that this was a man induced case of harmonic resonance, than it does to believe that


God miraculously collapsed the wall.

  18-
note that Achan was clearly warned ahead of time.

  25-
Rahab married Salmon (Matt 1:5) who was of the tribe of Judah.  Rahab (a gentile) was not only


an ancestor of King David, but also of the Lord Jesus Himself.

  26‑
see 1 Kings 16:34

7:1-
it could be like this for us today.  One believer who is living in sin could bring judgment to the


entire assembly

  4‑
but Joshua did not consult the Lord.  see 9:14

  9-
one of the great principles of Scripture is that intercessory prayer be based on a desire for those


things that will exalt the LORD.  See 2 Kings 19:15-19, Exodus 32:9-12, 1 Samuel 12:19-22,


Psalm 31:1-3, Psalm 79:6-10, Psalm 115:1-3, Jeremiah 14:7, Daniel 9:18,19 and John 12:28.

  11-
"The sin of Achan was imputed to the nation" (Ryrie)

  13-
God had given clear instructions and Israel could not expect God's blessing until they obeyed.  For


us today, there is no sense in praying and asking God to fix a situation if He has already told us in


His Word, how to fix it.

8:2-
the LORD not only gave instructions for spiritual preparation before battle, but also physical


battle strategy.

  33,34-
as was commanded in Deut 11:29.

9:14‑
Joshua did not consult the Lord.  We must live according to the directions of the LORD, and not


according to what we can see with our eyes.  An example of this is given in Leviticus chapter 25.

  15-
be very sure you understand what you are doing before you give your word, because your word


binding (see v18)

10:8-
unlike the first battle for Ai, or the initial treaty with the Gibeonites, this battle had the LORD's


sanction.  Israel had swore an oath to the Gibeonites, and God now gives His permission for the


Israelites to fight to protect the Gibeonites.

    11-
the LORD helping them with the battle directly.  He gave them spiritual advice prior to their


battles (1:6-9,  5:1-8), strategic battle advice (8:2) and then here gives direct combat


assistance.

    13,14- there is a story going around that NASA used their computers and confirmed that this Biblical


event really happened.  However, this story about NASA is FALSE.  Without astronomical data


from before this event (and it is impossible for us to obtain this data without traveling back in


time), it is impossible to confirm or deny this Biblical event, whether you use computers or not!


Christians must be content to let Christianity stand on the merits of the Bible, and not let our faith


or morale depend on extra-Biblical evidences.

    40-
God is very concerned that His people might become spiritually polluted by the people around


them.  God is so concerned about this, that he ordered his people to totally destroy the inhabitants


of the land.

    42-
a fine statement in the light of the ways in which God helped Israel in battle.

17:3-
see Numbers 27:1-11

    15-
note from Num 13:8, that Joshua was from the tribe of Ephraim, which was one of the tribes


seeking extra land.  He did not show favoritism.  Other men who were trustworthy are seen in


2 Kings 12:13-15 and Acts 6:1-7.

18:8-
Shiloh was in the territory of Ephraim (and Joshua was of the tribe of Ephraim), and Shiloh was


also pretty much a central location in Israel.

21:2-
Ryrie says, "no one lived more than ten miles from a city in which Levites lived".

    45-
this statement should lead us to consider promises that God makes in the New Testament

22:13-
"Phinehas" was the same man as in Numbers chapter 25.  They sent someone who already


had a testimony of being zealous for the LORD.

    19-
the other tribes were willing to make a big sacrifice so that their brothers could stand on proper


spiritual ground.

23:6-11- God's definition of strength

    12,13- God's definition of weakness

24:15-
Christian men need to understand their responsibilities for leading their families in a Godly


manner, and setting the spiritual tone for their whole family.

Judges
2:10-
it would seem likely that the people were not obeying Deut 6:4-9

  10-19- these verses summarize the whole book.

3:8-
the first "backbench" - 8 years ended by Othniel.  40 years of peace.

  14-
the second "backbench" - 18 years ended by Ehud.  80 years of peace.  This period may have


included Shamgar.

4:3-
the third "backbench" - 20 years ended by Deborah.  Followed by 40 years of peace (5:31).

  4-
it was during a time of spiritual decline (4:1) that the LORD chose a woman to be a prophet

6:1-
the fourth "backbench" - 7 years ended by Gideon, followed by 40 years of peace (8:28)

  12-
compare to v14.  The angel of the LORD is the LORD

  13-
Gideon looked at his circumstances, instead of the LORD, and so he doubted.  In verse 15, he


looks at himself, and in verse 17, he doubts his position in the LORD.  In verse 27, he looked at


the opposition, and then he tested the LORD twice (v36-40).  Finally he needed the reassurances


of unbelieving enemies (7:10-15).  Far better to look to the LORD and trust in His word!

  36-40-
we see how useful a sign was to Gideon; as soon as he had a sign, he wanted another one!  Note


with respect to 'putting out a fleece'; Gideon already knew what the will of the LORD was!

8:2,3-
see Prov 15:1

   23-
it would have been far better for Gideon if his story ended with this verse

11:31-
a foolish vow.  Molech was the god of the Ammonites (see 1 Kings 11:33) that Jephthah was


fighting, and the LORD had given clear instructions about the avoidance of Molech worship in


Leviticus 20:1-5.

   36-
Jephthah's daughter was probably more spiritual than him!

13:8-
fantastic as her statements were, Manoah did not doubt his wife, but trusted her and acted on


her words.

    18-
"beyond understanding"- NASB has "wonderful"- see Isaiah 9:6- therefore, the Angel of the


LORD is Jesus.  Also note that the Angel of the LORD had the same ministry in the O.T., as


Jesus did in the N.T. (i.e. the visible manifestation of God).

14:1-3-
3 methods of finding a wife are presented in Scripture



1) pick one yourself, like Samson did



2) marriage arranged by the parents (Genesis 24:3,4)



3) attend dances (Judges 21:21)

   4-
just because God uses something, does not mean that it has His approval.  Here, God uses


Samson's lust after a Philistine woman (an unequal yoke)

   7-
this would seem to be the first time Samson talked to her!  His decision in v2 was based


entirely on appearances!

  20,22-
the Angel of the LORD is the LORD.

17:6-
the sad lament of Judges.  Also see 18:1, 19:1 and 21:25.

Ruth
Ruth is not only a love story, but a story about the nature of true love.

1:16,17- as a widow without children, she could expect her father to continue to provide for her, but for


spiritual reasons she chose to go with Naomi.

2:2-
willing service.  A good example of 1 Timothy 5:3-8 put into practice.

   3-
"As it turned out..."  This was actually the leading of the LORD

   4-
A very interesting verse for several reasons. (1) it shows people living in a Theocratic society,


where the blessings are the LORD are thought about by common laborers, (2) it shows a good


and proper employer/employee relationship, and (3) it shows that the Jews of this time would


actually use the personal name of the LORD (Yahweh).  Later in history, out of a false sense of


piety, the Jews came up with extra-scriptural rules against pronouncing the LORD's name.  We


must be very careful to not create extra rules (rules not found in the Bible), out of our own sense


of piety, and then enforce them like they were Scripture.

  10,12-
Ruth refers to her earthly status as a foreigner, but Boaz recognized her spiritual status as a true


believer.

  11-
this is what Boaz noticed in Ruth.  What do Christian men notice in women today?

3:4-
this sounds unusual to our society, but we must remember that she was obedient to Naomi, and


Boaz blessed her for her actions.

  10-
note that this relationship was not based upon our idea of romantic love!

4:1-
this nearer redeemer is not named.  He could be representative of the Law, or perhaps


representative of Adam.  Twice this man says that he "cannot" redeem it (4:6).

1 Samuel
1:6-
see Exodus 23:26.  Barrenness was the penalty God imposed on Israel when they were unfaithful.


Yet Hannah seems to have led a Godly life!  It is often the Godly people who are most sensitive to


spiritual problems (and are the most affected) in the assembly (C. Anderson).

  7‑
look at what God did (i.e. Samuel) with a woman's simple desire to have a child

  28-
Hannah was an excellent role model for Godly parents, submissively offering up her only child to


the Lord. What would parents today think if their child said that he was dropping out of medical


school in order to go to the mission field?

2:10-
"his king" - spoken at a time when Israel had no king and no prospect of a king.  This is a


foreshadowing of the Kingly reign of the Lord Jesus.

  30-
one of the great principles of Scripture, yet one that most Christians would not know where to


find.  Also see John 12:26.  This Scripture can be a great encouragement to believers facing


difficult circumstances or situations the Scriptures do not directly address.  I believe God will


be gentle with us if we are honestly perplexed and make a mistake, if our hearts truly


desire to honour the LORD.

3:6-
"go back" or "turn around".  This same Hebrew word means to "convert" or "repent" in a religious


sense. (Strong's #7725 - note: this is a very common verb in the O.T.)

   13-
here was see a father being held accountable for the sins of his adult sons.  This is because it was


within his ability to stop them, but he did not.

   18-
a good example of submission

7:17-
note that his mother had given him up, yet by God's mercy, he was able to visit home on a regular


basis

8:7-
when we reject someone God has given authority to, we are rejecting God.

  19,20-  sounds like people who want to hire a Pastor



-so we can be like the other churches



-so someone can provide leadership, direction and vision



-to do the work that we ourselves should be doing

  21,22 - an example of prayer answered in judgment

9:2-
physically impressive, but see 10:21,22 to see the sort of man he really was

10:10-
Saul was King and a prophet, but could not act as a priest (see ch 13), for the role of prophet,


priest and King belongs to the Lord Jesus

13:9-
Saul tried to act as King, Prophet and Priest, a position that properly belongs to the Lord Jesus

    9,10-
interestingly enough, he only got a chance to offer the burnt offering and not the fellowship


offering.

   13,14- 'Disobedience may eliminate opportunities for service by disqualifying one from a position of


leadership'. (Ryrie)

14:35-
the fact that this was the first time Saul had built an alter showed his low spiritual state.  Note that


Abraham (Gen 12:7,8), Isaac (Gen 26:25), Moses (Ex 17:15) and Joshua (Joshua 8:30) had all


built alters.

16:7-
let us not misuse this verse.  If our life seems disobedient, it probably is, and we cannot dismiss 


criticism by saying, 'the Lord knows my heart'.  It is when everything seems obedient outwardly,


that we should be aware that God knows our hearts, and knows if there is inner disobedience.

18:1-
considering Jonathan's fine spiritual state (see 14:6) and David's (13:14), this statement is not


suprising. There is a very special bond between believers who are faithfully serving the Lord.

23:21-
empty words and an empty blessing, considering that Saul had just killed the priests of the LORD

25:9-
asking in David's name.  Repeating those things that David wanted and speaking with David's


authority, even though the messengers themselves were unimportant.  This should teach us about


what it means to pray in the name of the Lord Jesus.

28:15-
according to God, this really was Samuel.  Evidently, God permitted Samuel to actually appear.

    19-
this could be an indication that Saul and his sons were saved, or it could simply be a reference to


death.

2 Samuel
1:21-
"rubbed with oil" - KJV and RSV must follow different manuscripts than the NIV at this point


because a slightly different Hebrew word is used here.  "Rubbed with oil" seems to fit the


context better than calling the shield "anointed" (i.e. Messiah)

6:6‑7‑
'The violation of God's holiness' (Ryrie) ‑Note: Uzzah's motives may have been good, but he


violated God's holiness

  11-
see 15:19.  The Gittites were not Israelites (but rather were from Gath), yet Obed-Edom found

 
favour with the LORD, and Ittai (ch 15) behaved nobly.  Also note David's bodyguard in 15:18.

  13-
note that they were now carrying the ark, rather than using a cart.  See Exodus 25:12-15.

11:1‑
David should have been with his soldiers. He wasn't in the right place and that is where his trouble

 
started

12:13,14‑ the penalty for adultery was death.  David's son was a 'type' of Christ, in being an innocent dying


in David's place, upon David's repentance.  Note the instant forgiveness

19:21-
Abishai was the same person who wanted to kill Shimei in 16:9

   28-
King David is a 'type' of the LORD.  Hopefully Mephibosheth is a picture of us.  We can learn


from his example of love, trust and humility

22:31-
a simple yet striking statement.  In fact, the Logos and the rhema (Greek words for 'word') are


both flawless.

1 Kings
8:39-
contrast this statement with all the times the Gospels say that Christ knew people's thoughts (e.g.


John 21:17, Luke 11:17)

  41-43-
"As for the foreigner..." See Eph 2:12,19


"prays toward this temple..." See Rev 21:22.  Christ is our temple, our meeting place with God.


"bears your Name" See Heb 1:3.  Christ is the full representation of God and His Glory.

10:23-11:3- See Deut 17:16,17

12:10-
compare 12:10 to 14:21.  The young men that Rehoboam trusted were about 40 years of age!

   26-30- Jeroboam faced a very real problem, but since the LORD had given him this kingdom (11:29-39),


he should have looked to the LORD for answers.  King Saul (1 Sam 13:7-10) and Sarah (Genesis


16:1-4) did similar things by refusing to wait on the LORD.

13:18,19- Evidently the younger prophet was not smart enough to realize that the LORD will not contradict


Himself.  If he truly believed the LORD had talked to him, he should have ignored the words of


the other prophet.

14:13-
a very interesting verse!

   21-
here we see one of Rehoboam's main problems.  He was the son of an Ammonite mother.  How


great was Solomon's sin in taking foreign wives!

17:4-
God using natural means in supernatural ways.  The food didn't just pop into existence, but on


the other hand ravens don't normally drop off food for people.

    18‑
despite God's provision, she blamed God

18:21-
more evidence that the purpose of the O.T. is to show that Yahweh is God.  See v37 and v39

    27-
"busy".  A euphemism.  The Living Bible is more accurate in rendering this as "sitting on the


toilet"

    29-
note the triple repetition for emphasis

    36,37- note the contrast between Elijah's dignified prayer and the frenzied actions of the Baal


worshipers

    37-
again we see the great purpose of the O.T. - to show that Yahweh is God.

19:19‑
note that Elisha was busy when the call to service came, not sitting around waiting for the call.

 
The call came through someone who was already in the Lord's service

   21‑
not only a sacrifice, but also burning his bridges behind him, making a clean break with the past,


and ensuring that there could be no going back

   21-
even though he was to succeed Elijah (v16), he started as a servant.

21:21-
it is amazing how the English language has changed since the KJV was translated.  Those who


believe that the KJV is always more reverent should examine this passage, as well as  1 Samuel


25:22,34, 1 Kings 14:10, 16:11, 2 Kings 9:8, 18:27 and Isaiah 36:12.  This is not to take a shot at


the KJV, but simply to introduce some realism in the whole debate over translations!

2 Kings
4:42‑
an offering of first fruits, which was not made to a priest (during a time of spiritual decline)

6:1-
there is no indication that this was a Bible College as we now understand the term.

   11-
God's prophet was so accurate, that the King of Aram thought that one of his officers


was a traitor.

17:24-41- this is where the Samaritans came from.  Is it any wonder as to why there was so much


hatred between the Jews and the Samaritans?

19:4-
we should not think that the term "the LORD your God" necessarily indicates that the person


speaking is not a follower of Yahweh (see 18:5)

   15-19- note the structure of the prayer.  It starts with worship (v15) and includes an acknowledgment


of the problem (v17,18).  Also note that the request is tied into the need to protect God's


honour (v16,19).

20:16,17- see note on Daniel 1:20

23:22-
not even while David was king.

1 Chronicles
6:4-
Eleazar succeeded his father Aaron as High Priest (Deut 10:6).  Also, Jehozadak (v15) was


succeeded by his son, Joshua (Zech 3:1 and Haggai 1:1).  Evidently the High Priesthood was


transferred from father to son.

  8-
Zadok was High Priest during David's reign.

  13-
Further evidence that this is a genealogy of the High Priesthood is given by the fact that Hilkiah


also served as High Priest (2 Chron 34:9)

21:16-
there was another time that the Lord Jesus stood between heaven and earth, and that was on the


cross.

29:11-
"majesty" (NIV) - most of the occurrences of the Hebrew word are translated in a way that


expresses God's eternal nature.

2 Chronicles
5:12,13-
unified corporate worship.  Each member was not doing his own thing.  There was accord


rather than discord.  Is this accord present when we break bread?

9:5-7-
in this respect, Solomon would be a type of Christ.  Also see Matt 12:42

18:3-
first he made his decision, then he sought the counsel of the LORD (v6).  We must seek God's


will before we make our decisions.

20:3-
his first military preparation was not physical, but spiritual.  He sought the Lord.

   19-
the fear of God, not the fear of Israel.

21:20-
what a sad lament at the end of his life.

30:11-
a Godly remnant in Israel.

32:8-
a source of encouragement

    13-15- and so when the LORD did rescue His people (v21), He proved His superiority to the gods of


those nations.

33:1-
If Hezekiah had not asked the LORD to spare him (see 32:24) (the LORD having added 15 years


to his life), Manasseh would not have been born (Manasseh having been one of the worst kings of


Judah).

   1-10-
compare Manasseh's life to Deut 17 and 18

   12-16- repentance showing itself by action

33:13-
THE OVERALL PURPOSE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT IS TO SHOW THAT


YAHWEH IS GOD.  Think of Moses challenging the gods of Egypt, Elijah with the prophets


of Baal (1 Kings 18:37-39), Hezekiah (2 Chron 32:17,22), 1 Sam 5:2-4, 2 Kings 17:24-26,


1 Chron 16:26, Deut 4:2, Deut 5:7, Deut 7:9, Deut 10:17, Deut 18:21, Joshua 22:34, Isaiah 37:20.

   17-
people were worshipping the correct God, but not in the manner that He had decreed.  Many


people today do the same thing by ignoring the manner in which God has said he wants to be


worshipped, and ignoring the truths of local church order.

Ezra
Theme:
Revival

1:1-
starts right where 3 Chronicles ends.

   8-
"Sheshbazzar" i.e. Zerubbabel.  See Ezra 5:16 and Zech 4:9.

2:63-
these men were not given the benefit of the doubt.  They could not act as priests until their


qualifications were firmly established.

4:1-4-
we must not give unbelievers tasks to do within the church in hopes that they will 'maintain


interest' or 'get involved'.

6:6-12-
probably not the response that Tattenai was hoping for!

   15-
Christ was raised on the third day, Jonah spent 3 days in the great fish, life was first created


on the third day.

   17-
some suggest that only Judah returned from captivity, but here we see a sacrifice being made


for each of the 12 tribes.

7:1-5-
Ezra was a descendant of Phinehas, and of Aaron

  2-
compare to 1 Chron 6:14,15.  Ezra was the brother of Jehozadak and uncle to Joshua the High


Priest of Haggai 1:1.

  3-
the genealogy is abbreviated between Azariah and Meraioth.

  10‑
God was with Ezra for this reason.  The Study, the Observance and the Teaching.  see Psalm


119 and Joshua 1:8.  Also Nehemiah 8:8.

      ‑ 
you can't teach until you study and practice

  24-
what God gave in v22 was not taken back in taxes.  What God gives, God gives completely.

  25-
Ezra's power extended to the region that Tattenai had ruled, although Tattenai likely had died


by this point.

8:22-
desiring to present a good testimony

9:2-
not just a few rebels, but also the leaders.

Nehemiah
This book uses the word "wall" or "walls" 32 times, plus one occurrence that is translated "wall" in the

NIV but is a different word (translated as "fortify" by the KJV).  The rebuilding of the wall is one of

the major themes of this book.

1:11-
"I was cupbearer to the king" - an acknowledgment of Nehemiah's unique position.  He was the


only one of the Jews who had access to the king.  There are probably many people whom we


know, and we are the only Christians in their life.  We must share the gospel with them.


Nehemiah had to win the right to talk to the king, through years on consistent service and walk.


Nehemiah also had to win the right during 4 months of prayer and fasting.

3:1-
no matter what gift or ministry a man has, he is never above or excluded from manual labour in


the Lord's service.  God provides us with a spiritual gift and a ministry, which is our primary area


of service.  But this does not exclude us from serving in other capacities.

4:20-
its not just that there would be more people to fight, but that when they gathered together God


would fight for them.  There is an application here, especially in our prayer meetings, but also in


all of our meetings.

7:2-
these two character traits made him qualified to serve in this position.

8:8-
this verse is a nut shell description of what it means to preach the word of God.  If a preacher


follows this formula, he will be true to the word.  If a preacher ignores this formula, then he has


begun to preach his own ideas, rather than the word of God.  It is also an example of expository


preaching, although we should not try to suggest that expository preaching is the only way to


preach.

   17-
the feast had not been celebrated in booths for about 1000 years.  This feature of the worship


had been lost but was rediscovered through the Scriptures.

13:6-
Nehemiah had been in Jerusalem for 12 years.  See 1:1.

Esther
2:20-
Mordacai was not Esther's father, and she lived in the palace for a year, but she was still obedient


to him. A marvelous picture of submission.  Young people who are still single but living on their


own should take their cue from Esther.

Job
The book of Job is usually ignored by Christians.  I think that most of us find it confusing.  Sometimes Job

is speaking out of depression, and sometimes out of reverence for God.  Sometimes his friends are critical

and off base, but sometimes their words seem true.  We are often confused as to what the mind of God is

on certain matters.

1:1-
note that there is no indication that Job was a Hebrew!  Knowledge of the One True God was


not limited to Abraham and his line.

  6-12-
none of this was known to Job or his friends.  The simple fact is that we don't always know


why the righteous suffer.  Note that God did not tell Job why all this happened, at any point


in this book.

  8-11-
Satan failed with Job, but perhaps he things that he can succeed with me.  "If I take things away


from Shawn, he will curse God."

  11-
Satan cannot read our minds or truly understand what is in our hearts, or else he would have


known that Job would not curse God.

  21-
what is worship?  Here we have an example!

5:3-
Eliphaz makes his appeal based on experience.  Also see 4:12-16 and 15:17.

8:8-10-
Bildad makes his appeal based on tradition.

   20-
in actual fact, God's judgment on the wicked and His blessing on the righteous do not come


immediately, or when we think they should come.

9:33-
the best known passage in Job.  The Lord Jesus is arbitrator.  See 1 Tim 2:5.

25:1-
Bildad doesn't even attempt to refute Job's challenge from 24:25

   5-
the fall of man in the garden affected even the stars!

29:1-25- this is Job's view of himself in the presence of men.  See 40:3-5 for his view of himself in


the presence of God.

32:7-9-
age alone does not impart wisdom, but rather, God gives wisdom to people of all ages.

36:27,28- the scientific process of evaporation

ch 38-41- God doesn't explain Himself to Job, but declares Himself to be Sovereign and Almighty.

38:2-
see Job 35:16

   7-
according to Ironside, this is the only place in the Bible where we see Angels singing on Earth.

42:6-
Job's last spoken words in this book, are those of repentance and absolute contrition

      -
when God wanted to teach us about repentance, He did not humble the worst of sinners, but the


best of men (1:8).

   7,9-
note that Elihu was not condemned

   15-
'Giving his daughters a share in the inheritance was an unusual favor, granted later under the law


only if there were no sons (Num 27:8)' (Ryrie).

Psalms
ch 1-
the contrast between the righteous and the wicked (v 6)

ch 2-
the folly of the Christ rejecters.  Messianic.

2:1-3-
Man's view of Jesus Christ

       -
an attempt to reject God's authority

  4-9-
God's view of Jesus Christ.  Note that our view of the Lord Jesus Christ, should be the same as


God's view

ch 3-
God's ability to deliver from enemies (see v2 & v8)

ch 4-
live a good life and trust in the LORD (v5)

ch 5-
the well ordered life of the believer (v1-3, 7&8, 11&12) vs. the disordered life of the unbeliever

ch 6-
a cry for mercy and deliverance from enemies

ch 7-
the end of the wicked and the security of the righteous (see v9)

ch 8-
the glory, majesty and power of the LORD

8:1-
"O Yahweh, our Adoni..."

  4-6-
see Heb 2:6-8.  These verses, with the exception of verse 6a, speak of Christ

ch 9-
the justice and judgment of the LORD.  Note v1&2 - for the righteous, the judgment of God is a


cause to praise Him

9:1,2‑
a prelude of praise.  David starts out by telling God that he will praise Him

  10‑
not that he has to, but God has earned our trust

  11‑
a missionary commission

ch 10-
a cry to the LORD to destroy the wicked who prosper

ch 11-
an expression of trust, despite difficult circumstances and poor advisors.

ch 12-
a desperate cry from a man surrounded by a world of sin

ch 13-
despite the LORD's silence, David expresses trust in the LORD, and rejoices in his salvation, and


the LORD's goodness.

ch 14-
an evangelistic psalm that attacks man's view of himself, and man's view of God.  This is the


same as Psalm 53, except for v5 and 6

ch 15-
instructions for living a good life

ch 16-
security in the LORD

     :10-
Messianic

17:15-
as we leave this world, or look towards the second coming, we should not make leaving our


troubles our goal. Instead, what 17:15 talks about, should be our hope, goal and desire; to see the


Lord Jesus.

ch 18-
the attributes of God, especially His strength and His ability to save

ch 19-
the creation of God, and the word of God

19:6-
it was the misinterpretation of this verse that made people think that the Sun revolves around the


Earth.

   7,8-
we can get encouragement from the word of God.  We can also get encouragement and the


desire to persevere through:



-other believers (Heb 3:13, Romans 1:11,12, 2 Cor 7:6,7)



-great example of the past (look at what Paul faced in



  2 Cor 11:23-29, and yet consider 2 Cor 4:16-18)



-knowing that others have the same problems (1 Cor 10:13)



-we will someday bear Christ's likeness (1 Cor 15:49)



-the world is passing away (1 John 2:17 & 2 Cor 5:1-5)



-the second coming (1 Thess 4:13-18)



-the Lord Jesus himself (Heb 12:1-3)



-being united with Christ (Phil 2:1)



-our coming resurrection (Phil 3:10-14)

22:9-
the Lord Jesus was fully mentally developed as a baby.  This is another verse that speaks


against the false theory of gradual Messianic awareness.

   21‑
"wild oxen"‑ KJV has unicorns

   22,23- true reverence and fear of the LORD will result in praise and worship.

   27‑
see Philippians 2:10

25:14-
when we fear and reverence God, then we are in a situation where God is able to teach us.

ch 29-
worship of the LORD.  The voice of the LORD.

34:22-
eternal security.

37:3,4-
God's solution to fretting and worrying.

40:6-
see Exodus 21:6

46:1‑
see Prov 10:29

    2‑
if we fear God, we have nothing else to fear. see Psalm 112

   2,3‑
the most violent upheaval

   4‑
this verse takes on special significance when we realize that Jerusalem (unlike Thebes, Rome,


Babylon, Ninevah, etc.) was not on a physical river

   11‑
"fortress"‑ which suggests that a war is going on

49:7,8-
redemption of a man is costly.  The Lord Jesus could not have just been a man alone, but had to


be God as well, so as to have infinite worth.  This is another good Gospel verse that never


gets used.

ch 50-
this psalm provides a lot of good material for Gospel messages

50:5-
Gospel 
- "are you one of the consecrated ones?"



- contrast this verse with Christ's sacrifice

ch 51-
this psalm is the cry of a repentant man

     -
this repentant plea came at least 9 months after the sin, because the child had been born before


Nathan confronted David

     -
also see Psalm 32

     -
note: if a person is not repentant, we must treat them as God will treat them.  Never tell an


unrepentant person that you forgive them!  Note: in this psalm of confession, there is not one


word of self justification or blame shifting.

51:4-
although he sinned against Bathsheba and Uriah, the sin was primarily against God and his holy


standard

   5-
the sin nature is always present.  We are not sinners because we sin, but we sin because we are

 
sinners

   10-
the New Testament application of this concept is filling with the Spirit

   11-
if this verse was taken out of context (i.e. the Old Testament), you might think that N.T.


believers could lose their salvation.  Evidently, in the O.T., the Spirit did not permanently indwell


all believers 

   12-
the purpose of the joy is not to make us feel good, but rather to help us to serve by witnessing


(v13)

     -
not a restoration of salvation, but rather a restoration of joy

   16,19- when our hearts are not right with God, we can't do those actions that God demands in a way that


pleases God.  But, once our hearts are right with God, we are not absolved from doing the actions!


Our hearts must be right, and our actions must be right.

53:1 -
in case you miss the point in Psalm 14:1, God graciously repeats Himself here.  "The fool says


in his heart, 'There is no God.'"

60:7-
the "scepter" was an appropriate symbol for the kingly tribe of Judah.

62:5-
waiting silently in the Lord's presence.  Also see Isaiah 30:15

    8-
a beautiful verse for the believer in difficulty

68:6-
comfort for the single person.  Note that while the NIV footnote offers an alternate translation


this present meaning is adopted by NASB, KJV, NKJV, Amplified, Darby and Young's.

ch 72: ‑
this is the basis for the hymn 'Jesus Shall Reign'

ch 78-
this Psalm is an abbreviated history of Israel, concentrating on the events of Exodus and


concluding with King David.

ch 80 -
"that we may be saved" - repeated in verses 3, 7 and 19

83:9-
"Jabin" - a king of Canaan (Judges 4:2)


"Sisera" - commander of Jabin's army.  Killed with a tent peg by a woman.

   11-
"Oreb and Zeeb" were Midianite leaders killed by Gideon (Judges 7:25)


"Zebah and Zalmunna" were Midianite kings killed by Gideon (Judges 8:21)

ch 87 -
blessings of Zion to the nations

98:9-
many people raise the question of how God will judge those who have never heard of


Jesus.  The Scripture doesn't tell us, but it does say that no one goes to the Father except


through Jesus (John 14:6) and it also assures us that God will judge justly (this passage).  Of


course, the people who ask this question have heard of Jesus and so they themselves are


absolutely without excuse.

99:1-
the ark on earth was a picture and type of the throne of God in Heaven

103:11,13,17- God's reward for those who fear and reverence Him.

104:4‑
wind and fire are ministers to do the will of God

ch 107-
note the four groups (v4, v10, v17, v23) and the single solution expressed 4 times (v6, v13, v19,


v28)

110:1‑
Christ referred to as Adonai

111-
this whole psalm could describe the Breaking of Bread

113:7-9- the blessing of children is ranked up there with the right to sit with a prince.

118:24-
not "we have joy" but "let us rejoice"

         -
so often we treat this verse lightly.  This verse refers to the day of redemption.

119‑
emphasis on God's word

   4-
the word of God is authoritative

   15-
careful contemplation of the Bible should be part of our study.  Also see v23, 48, 78, 99, 148

   24-
the believer was meant to look to the Bible for guidance through life's difficult situations

   32-
a good gospel verse.  The believer obeys God and does good in response to what God has


already done in setting our hearts free from sin.

   63-
this described what denomination I belong to!

   71-
one of the reasons why believers suffer.

   89-
this verse is sometimes used by those who would try to promote the superiority of the KJV.


However, 1) this verse pre-dates the KJV by about 2500 years and so it is unlikely that the


Psalmist is referring to the KJV, and 2) this verse tells us that God's word is settled forever


in heaven.  It has nothing to do with God's word being settled on earth in the KJV.  An


argument cannot be won through flawed exegesis.

ch 121-
our keeper and protector.  Verse 5a is the central verse.

ch 124-
the LORD is our deliverer

126:5,6- comforting words for missionaries and all who have left this world's pleasures to serve the LORD

127:1,2- unless we are doing the LORD's work, then we are working in vain

    3-5-  the LORD's plans for our retirement have little to do with RRSP's.  Instead, having numerous


children is the LORD's provision for our old age.

ch 130-
the LORD is our hope

ch 133-
unity among believers

139:1‑6‑ how well does God know me?‑ omniscience

    7‑12‑ how well does God see me?‑ omnipresence

    8‑
see Amos 9:2

   13‑16‑ how well has God created me?‑ omnipotence

   13‑15‑ see Jer 1:5

143:2-
the concept that is mentioned in Romans 3:10 is also present here in the Old Testament.  A


good gospel verse that never gets mentioned.

147:3,4- the same God who knows the stars by name, is concerned about me!

Proverbs
1:2-7-
note how many of these factors are mentioned in the seven fold Spirit of Isaiah 11.  Also see


wisdom personified in Christ in Prov 8:12-20

2:17-
marriage is a covenant before God

8:12-20- see note on Prov 1:2-7

9:7-9-
these verse deal with teachability.  A believer must always be teachable.

  10-
a key verse in Proverbs.

  16-
Folly is saying the same thing as Wisdom did in verse 4.  Truth mixed with error is one of Satan's


most powerful tools.

11:1-
since God is the absolute embodiment of truth, ANY dishonesty is a personal insult to His


character.

    28-
by the way that most Christians live, one would think that most Christians have never read this


verse.

22:10-
these verses could be applied to local church discipline.

25:20-
a heavy heart requires gentle encouragement, not light joking or simple enthusiasm

30:4-
a clear reference to Christ

31:16‑
evidently, she had some sort of employment or inheritance, but most of the verses refer to her


family, which were evidently her first priority.  This employment was selling linen garments (v


24) that she had made.

  23‑
without such a fine woman at his side, he would not be nearly so respected

Ecclesiastes
This book has confused many people.  It is best to consider it as having been written from an earthly

viewpoint.  It considers life from the viewpoint of a man, and what he can expect from his physical life.  In

the end, material, earthly things have no lasting value.  It is only spiritual things which have lasting value.  

"Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for

this is the whole duty of man." (Ecclesiasties 12:13 - NIV)

1:3-
since the material world has no lasting value, the only things that we should truly toil for are those


which are spiritual.

  7-
an indication of the natural cycle of evaporation and precipitation.  A scientific process which the


Scriptures accurately describe.

   10-
only the incarnation could be an exception.  It is the one thing that would truly be new.

  14-
Song by Steve Green ("A Chasing of the Wind")

   

"...All achievements, all possessions,



All with time return to dust



Only God can be our reason



For deep and quiet trust



He will guard us from the dangers



That gladly make men fools



Apart from Him and all His meaning



All things fail as they begin



And hearts deceived can only know



A chasing of the wind."

3:11-
man is innately religious.  Religion has great fascination for man because God has made him that


way.

5:1-3-
these verses should be remembered by all who worship, but especially by brothers who feel the


need to inflict long prayers upon the rest of us!  Also see 6:11

7:20‑
sin nature

8:7-
an exception to this statement is given in Acts 16:16-18.  So we see that it is only the demon


possessed that can predict the future.

  11-
if only our criminal justice system took this to heart

9:5-
note: this is not teaching that the soul sleeps after death.  Consider Lazarus and the rich man


(Luke 16:19-31).  This whole book is written from an earthly viewpoint.  Upon death, the physical


body knows nothing.

  6-
likewise, this verse should not be treated as a denial of the resurrection, which is clearly taught in


other OT passages (i.e. Daniel 12:2 and Isaiah 26:19).

11:10-
youth and vigour will eventually leave you.  This is a sure thing!

12:1-
since the youth will eventually go, it is best to use your youth in the LORD's service.

12:6,7-
each of these phrases is a euphemism for death

12:10-
this should be taken to heart by all who write Christian books

Isaiah
2:22-
the corollary is to trust in God (Psalm 62:5).  If you trust in men (even believers) you are


sure to be disappointed.

3:9‑
Woe #1

  11‑
Woe #2

  12-
this is presented as an abnormal and tragic situation

5:6‑
"pruned" = discipline, "cultivated" = blessed

  8‑
Woe #3

  11‑
Woe #4

  16-
God can be glorified in His mercy (sending people to heaven) or glorified in His justice and


holiness (sending people to Hell).  You can't rob God of glory!

  17‑
Woe #5

  20‑
Woe #6

  21‑
Woe #7

  22‑
Woe #8

     ‑
sounds like the 'drinking games' today, where people build reputations on the amount they drink

6:3-
the word "Holy" is repeated 3 times for emphasis. Holiness is the only attribute of God that is


repeated 3 times.  Holiness is perhaps the ultimate attribute of God.  Perhaps this is also a


description of the holiness of the Trinity.

  5‑
Isaiah had a low opinion of himself, which God didn't correct, but instead cleansed him.  Low


self‑esteem is not man's big problem, but rather, it is sin!

8:13-
a good definition of reverence for the LORD.  Also see Deut 10:17-20.

9:6‑
see Exodus 3:14 and Isaiah 64:8

    ‑
'God' = Elohim, therefore Jesus is Elohim.  see also Isaiah 40:3 for Jesus as Elohim and Jehovah

   -
it does not say that a son is born.  A child is born, a son is given.  The Lord Jesus was eternally


the Son of God.

   7-
see 33:22 for God's government

9:17-
the fatherless and widows are a group of people that enjoyed God's special care (perhaps because


they did not have someone to act as a "type" of the Lord in their lives).  Nevertheless, judgment


was to fall on them. Nobody should claim that their lot in life was so bad that the Lord doesn't


have the right to judge them.

11:3-
this is not preaching a lower standard, but a higher one! Christians should not run around saying


'God knows my heart', pretending that this excuses their lack of faith and devotion.  Beware!  God


really does know your heart!

   6-
see Isaiah 65:25

ch 24‑27  'The section that begins here is Isaiah's apocalypse, because it deals with judgments of the


Tribulation period and blessings of the millennial age' (Ryrie)

24:14-16- amid the description of the terrible tribulation period, is this outburst of praise and worship.

26:10,11‑ even while Christ rules, there will still be wicked men

     19-
a clear reference to resurrection

28:9,10‑  response by those hearing Isaiah

   11‑
foreign tongues as a sign of judgment to Israel‑ also see Deut 28:49, Isaiah 33:19, Jer 5:15

29:4-     "ghostlike".  KJV says "familiar spirit" which the Mormons think refers to an angel which told


Joseph Smith where to dig for golden plates.  However, this Hebrew word means a medium, and


is the same Hebrew word as in Lev 19:31 and 20:6.

   22‑
"Jacob" i.e. a reference to Israel and not the Church

   24‑
"instruction"‑ translated "doctrine" by KJV and Darby

32:17,18- the joyful blessing of peace.  That quiet and confident walk with the LORD.  The deep


satisfaction of having an eternal purpose.  See 26:3.

33:19-
again, tongues appear as a sign of impending judgment on Israel

    22-
the 3 branches of government: judical, legislative and executive.

35:10-
these verses are for those in the millennium, but we should have a similar attitude when we break


bread

37:16-
whenever the phrase "enthroned between the cherubim" is used (7 occurrences), someone is


about to come to grief.  See 1 Sam 4:4, 2 Sam 6:2, 2 Kings 19:15, 1 Chron 13:6, Psalm 80:1,


Psalm 99:1, and this passage.

40:3‑
Jesus as Jehovah and Elohim.  see Luke 3:4

   10-12- verses 10 and 12 discuss the power of the Sovereign LORD.  Interestingly, verse 11 discusses


the tender care the LORD has for His flock

   20‑
see 1 Samuel 5

   27‑
see 59:2

   31-
God can't very well renew our strength until we use up what we already have, in His service.

41:13-
like a parent leading a child

42:6-
reminds us of the words of Simeon in Luke 2:32

43:7-
this verse points out the reason why we were created

    13-
eternal security and the immutability of God.

44:6-
compare to Rev 1:17.  Jesus is Jehovah!

45:1-
Cyrus could be the LORD's anointed because he was the ruler of a great government (perhaps


the greatest ever to that point).  He would also be used as a deliverer of Israel.

50:4-
this corresponds to a Christian reading the Bible in the morning.

   6-
this passage would seem to be Messianic.  It is the only proof that I can find in Scripture, that the


Lord Jesus had a beard.  Compare this passage to Isaiah 52:13-53:7

52:3-
while these people would be sold for nothing, it does not say that they would be redeemed with


nothing, but that they would be redeemed without money.  They were redeemed by the blood of


the Lord Jesus.

55:10-
the next time it snows or rains, perhaps I should think about the word of God.  Also, God's holiness


is brighter than the snow.

   11-
we shouldn't assume that merely listening to God's word will benefit us (James 1:22).  God's word


will benefit us if we obey, judge us if we don't obey, but it will not return to him empty.  See Heb


4:12 for judgment.  So, we should not always add, "And the Lord will add His blessing to the


reading of His word" when we publicly  read the Scriptures.

61:1,2-
note that Jesus only read the first part of verse 2, in Luke 4

      -
see Isaiah 63:1-6

   2-
see Isaiah 34:1-8 (esp. v8)

   9-
quite clearly we are not living in the millennium, because the Jews are widely hated, and most


people do not even acknowledge the existence of the LORD.

63:1-6-
these verses help us to interpret whose blood covers Christ's robe in Rev 19:13

   1-
"mighty to save"- see Isaiah 43:11.  Clearly this is the LORD that is speaking

   9-
'"the angel of his presence". The angel of the Lord, who is the Lord Himself (cf. Exodus 33:14 and


note on Genesis 16:9' (Ryrie).

66:7-9-
perhaps referring to the rebirth of Israel in 1948. Israel was made a sovereign nation in one day,


and was subsequently attacked by the Arab nations (the birth pains).

Jeremiah
1:7,8-
the framework that would set the pattern for about 40 years of service.

3:22-
note that the message is of repentance, not of their efforts to shape up.

7:18-
"Queen of Heaven" i.e. Ishtar.  Also see 44:17.

14:9-
a prayer based on the desire to see the honour of the LORD's Name increased.

17:9-
when a person says, "I feel led by the Lord to do this...", we should remember this verse.  When


making a decision, the heart is the very last factor we should consider (especially when picking a


marriage partner!).

    -
also consider Ecclesiastes 9:3, Num 15:39, Gen 8:21 and Eccles 11:9

   14-18- encouragement for local church elders to not give up

18:3,4-
the Potter being the LORD, man being the clay, and the pot being what the LORD wants to make


with our lives.

21:8,9-
the way of death was to discount God's words of warning, and to stay where they were.  The


way of life was to hear and obey God's word.  This is a parallel to today, and what a person must


do to be saved.  Note that they had to surrender and give up control over their lives. This was the


price that they had to pay.

23:6‑
Jesus is LORD (Jehovah). also see 1 Cor 1:30

24:4-7-
why do believers suffer?  One reason is to bring people back to the LORD.

32:36-41- contrast this with the "I will" statements made by Satan in Isaiah 14:12-15.  The difference is


that God has the ability to make good on His declarations.

36:23-
some who prefer the KJV suggest that modern translators are acting like this, by using


eclectic texts (rather than the TR).  However, this is irresponsible exegesis.  This scroll was


cut up piece by piece and the whole thing was burned.  To use this 2500 year old example


as support for why we should all use the KJV is irrational in the extreme.

Lamentations
3:21-27- there are verses of encouragement in Lamentations. Also see 2:17 and 3:31-33

  27- 
although a young person may have many duties, youth is the time for us to learn the Scriptures


through intensive study.  As we get older, we will have even less time than we do now, because


we will have even more responsibilities and duties.

  33‑
nor does God will us to sin, contrary to certain hyper Calvinists

Ezekiel
1:26,28- this man was the physical representation of God, i.e. the Angel of the LORD, i.e. Jesus!.

  26-
the Lord Jesus is the highest vision presented

  28-
although our God is a personal God, we must never lose reverence - "fell facedown".  Also see


Rev 1:17

3:7-
'success' or 'results' are not a guarantee that our actions are faithful.  Ezekiel was promised


rejection and persecution (2:6), despite faithful service.

8:14-
"Tammuz"- a Babylonian god who was a counterfeit of Christ

18:30-32- a good Biblical definition of repentance.

33:11-
repentance is a turning from sin and a turning towards God.  Also see Isaiah 45:22.

ch 37‑
the physical and political rebirth of Israel

37:23-
also see 36:29.  God does not depend on us to build our own moral fortitude.

40:1‑
the spiritual rebirth of Israel

44:23-
New Testament priests must teach each other, but this verse can be especially directed to local


church elders.

45:22-
evidently, the prince is not the Messiah, because he has to offer a sin offering for himself.

Daniel
Note:
the Biblical year was 360 days.  See note on Gen 7:11

1:2-
"some".  Contrast this with 2 Kings 20:16,17.  In fact, Nebuchadnezzer invaded 3 times, Daniel


here referring to the first invasion in 606 or 605 BC.

  8-
perhaps foods forbidden by Levitical Law, or foods sacrificed to idols

  2:1‑
note that Daniel had been learning for 3 years.  The discrepancy can be explained by the


difference in Jewish and Babylonian methods of reckoning the years of a king's reign

  4‑
2:4 to 7:28 are written in Aramaic, rather than Hebrew, which is appropriate for the Gentile


related portions of the book

  18‑
an example of corporate prayer

  19‑
"the God of Heaven", and not "the God of Abraham" etc.,  because Israel was in a time of spiritual


decline, and there were only faithful individuals at this time

  20-23-
note that Daniel does not thank God for sparing his life. He is too busy worshipping God to think


selfish thoughts about what all this means for himself.

  20‑22‑
this section is worship, while v23 is thanks

3:17,18‑ they didn't know God's will, but still placed rock solid trust in the Lord

  28‑
note that Nebuchadnezzar still used their idolatrous names, and misinterpreted the fourth man as


an angel. Note that he does not say "the God of Nebuchadnezzar"

  29‑
yet still allowing people to hold on to their own gods

4:19‑
to this point, the letter is in the first person. v19 to the end of v33 are in the third person

7:4‑
Babylon

  5‑
Medo‑Persian Empire

  6‑
Greek Empire

  7,8‑
Rome‑  see Rev 17:8

      ‑
between these verse is the gap forming the church age

  9‑
"set in place". KJV has "cast down". see John Heading.

    -
see Revelation 1:13

  13,14-
all the references to the Son of Man in the New Testament, should be understood in the context of


this passage.  In the light of Deut 6:13 (& Matt 4:10) and Isaiah 42:8, it is clear that the Son of


Man is God and Messiah.

8:14‑
2300 days‑ about 7 months less than 7 years

   27-
those who don't believe in prophecy think that ch 8 had to be written after Alexander the Great,


because it is too accurate.  However, if this was the case, would Daniel have stated it was


"beyond understanding"?

9:19-
prayer based on the desire to see God's Name glorified.

  24-
"your people" i.e. Israel and not the Church, is the focus of this, and so it seems logical that the


church will not be around during the 70th and final week.

  25‑
refers to Neh 2:1‑8, and not Ezra 1:1‑3 or 6:3‑8 (see John Heading)

  26‑
"will have nothing"‑ the kingdom will not be set up

10:1‑
"Cyrus"‑ see Isaiah 44:28

12:2‑
the resurrection was taught in the O.T., also see Isaiah 26:19

    4-
possibly referring to the information age that we are currently in, but more probably refering


to the increase in the knowledge and understanding of Biblical prophecy.

Hosea
1:2-
Israel's spiritual state was so low, that there was no other way for God to demonstrate to 
them,


the magnitude of their unfaithfulness.

  3-
this is the only one of the 3 children that is specifically stated to be Hosea's

11:1-
Here, Israel also refers to Christ

Joel
2:32-
God's has put His reputation on the line with respect to His ability to save.  If He cannot save,

 
then He is no God (but of course He can save and He is God).  This has startling implications for


the doctrine of eternal security!

3:28‑
"your" i.e. Israel's, not the Church's

Amos
1:11-
the first time being in Numbers 20

3:17-
Jesus is the ultimate prophet!

5:21-24- proper form in worship without a proper heart.  The other side tries to say that their hearts are


right with God while they disobey the form (i.e. God's commands).  Isn't it better to have the right


heart and the right form together!

Obadiah
1:5,6-
the LORD's judgment is more complete than man can imagine

Jonah
In Hebrew, Jonah's name means "dove"

1:3-
its not that he was running away from Nineveh, but he was running away from the LORD

4:1-
to be displeased with the things that please God is a very bad place for the servant of the


LORD to be in.

   2-
when considering Biblical patience, we should remember this verse, and yet remember that the


Lord's judgment eventually does come.  Failing to apply Biblical discipline is not a sign of Biblical


patience, but rather a sign that man is doing what is right in his own eyes.

   7-
God is so in control that even a worm can do His will!

  11-
"right hand from their left" - perhaps an indication of youth (i.e. 120,000 children) or perhaps a


general indication of a lack of ability to understand and make proper judgments (i.e. 120,000

 
people, all of whom are senseless)

Nahum
This book is a good example of how we can date books of the Bible.  It was written after Thebes was

destroyed (3:8 - which was in the year 663 BC) but before Nineveh was destroyed (2:6 - which was in the

year 612 BC).

Habakkuk
1:2-4-
Habakkuk's question - "Why don't you do something Lord?"

  5,6-
The Lord's answer - "I am doing something Habakkuk. I am preparing the Babylonians to destroy


Israel!"

2:19‑
but Christ is the living stone (1 Peter 2:4)

Zephaniah
3:17-
the LORD God Almighty singing!  Note that at the last supper, the Lord Jesus sang a hymn and


then went out to die.

Haggai
1:8-
the motivation for our service and labour.

Zechariah
1:3-
"LORD Almighty" - i.e. LORD of Hosts.  Whenever "LORD Almighty" is used in


Zechariah (53 times), it is referring to the LORD of Hosts.

  6-
repentance involves a confession that God's way is right

  12,13‑
the Angel of the LORD is distinct from the LORD, yet consider Genesis 16:13.  Therefore, Jesus


(Jehovah) is the Angel of the Lord.  It is logical that it is Christ (Jehovah) and not the Spirit


(Jehovah) because Christ is the physical manifestation of God in the N.T.

2:4,5-
a significant statement since the physical walls of Jerusalem had so recently (and dramatically)


been destroyed.  The book of Nehemiah concerns itself largely with the rebuilding of the wall


of Jerusalem.

   11-
millennial blessings for the nations

   12-
see 1 Kings 14:21.  Jerusalem is the city the LORD has chosen to put His Name

3:1-
"Joshua".  See Haggai 1:1

   2-
the same phrase is used by the archangel Michael in Jude 1:9

   4-
another indication that the angel of the LORD is the Lord Jesus.  Who else could make the


claim that is made in this passage?!

12:10‑
the one whom they have pierced is clearly Christ, yet it is the LORD (Jehovah) who is speaking.

 
Therefore, Jesus Christ is Jehovah.

Malachi
Note the statement-question-answer format of Malachi


1:2-
God's love for Israel


1:6-
God should be honoured, but is held in contempt


1:6-
the people's contempt shown through defilement


2:13-
concerning divorce


2:17-
wearying the LORD


3:7-
the call to return


3:8-
robbing God


3:13-
harsh things said against the LORD

1:1-
we know nothing else about Malachi except his name.

   2,3-
'elected love, the hate is the opposite; i.e., rejection from a chosen position (cf.


Genesis 25:23; Romans 9:10-13).' (Ryrie).

   1-5-
a general message to Israel.

   6-
it is terrible that the priests sinned, but also that they did not even realize it!

   8-
since the Lord Jesus was without blemish, blemished sacrifices were not acceptable.


In the animal sacrifices, God was looking forward to the perfection's of His Son.

   10-
no worship is better than lip service.

   11-
blessings to the Gentiles.  See Acts 11:18.

   12-
the Lord's Supper is a New Testament concept, but the table of the Lord is mentioned


in the Old Testament.

   13-
is the Breaking of Bread meeting a burden to you? Do you want something more


modern or upbeat.

      -
in worship, we must offer the best we have.

2:4-6-
probably a reference to Phinehas (Num 25:10-13)

   10-20- another expression of what the LORD thinks of the unequal yoke in marriage.

   14-
marriage is a covenant

   15-
having children is one of the purposes of marriage

   17-
lowering the standard of God's holiness (B. Mikhael)

3:5,6-
this is God's answer to the question in 2:17

3:6-
God is immutable.  Also see Heb 13:8

    -
Jacob is mentioned, because he was the deceiver, rather than Israel.  God would have no


need to destroy the descendants of Israel. (B. Mikhael).

3:10-
but see Deut 6:16.  It is not wrong to test God in the sense of obeying Him to prove Him


true.  Note that this sort of testing does not come from man's unbelief but from God's


invitation.

  16-
One of the great "3:16" passages.  This is the response of the faithful before the 400 silent


years.  See 'The 400 Silent Years' by H.A. Ironside for details of the inter-testament


period.

  16-
since 3:13-16 are all talking about divorce, it seems likely that the "violence" referred to here


is that of a husband against his wife.

