Bible Notes - Matthew to 1 Corinthians

Matthew
Emphasis on Christ as King‑ see Rev 4:7 (the lion)

1:19-
do we have the same sensitivity that Joseph had, when dealing with those who have sinned against


us?

2:11‑
Jesus was worshipped.  also see 14:33,  28:9,17,  Luke 24:52, John 9:38,  Heb 1:6,  Rev 5:8, and


yet see Matt 4:10

3:16,17- the Trinity is shown here.  Also see Matt 12:18, Matt 28:19, Luke 3:22, John 15:26,


Acts 2:33, Hebrews 9:14 and 1 Peter 1:2.

  17-
not only expressing the Father's very great pleasure in His Son, but also making it clear to all


present, that the Son had nothing to repent of.

4:1-11-
the temptations: (1) 'it is inconceivable that a son of God could go without his physical needs being


met'.  (2) 'it is inconceivable that a son of God could be without glory, and be in danger'.  (3) 'it is


inconceivable that a son of God would be without authority or position'.  We ourselves often fall


for these lies.

      -
"At one time, the 'Brethren' were known as people of the Word.  But nobody could accuse us of


that now, because it just isn't true." (Jack Baker)

  1,2-
Adam faced temptation under the best of circumstances (the Garden of Eden), and yet he failed.


The Lord Jesus faced temptation under the worst of circumstances (40 days fasting in the desert),


but He succeeded magnificently.

  2-
if we go for 40 days without food, then we can claim that God has not met our needs.  Not


before!

  4,7,10- if you are going to be the man of God that you should be, then the Bible must be central.

  4‑      "It is written"‑ present tense.  God's word is alive and relevant for today

  7-
many people test God by expecting or demanding a miracle. Some demand a miraculous answer


and are disappointed if the answer seems to come by 'natural' means.  This is wrong.

  10‑
see Matt 2:11

ch 5-7-
some suggest that this is meant for Jews in the Millennium.  However, this describes what to do in


cases of injustice and persecution, which are highly unlikely in the Millennium.  This passage is a


guide to life for believers in all ages.

5:3‑
picture of authority

  4‑
encouragement

  5‑
provision for every need

  6‑
satisfaction

  8‑
true spiritual vision

  9-
we get to be children of God by being born again. Children of God get to be Sons of God through


being led by the Spirit (Romans 8:14).  Being led by the Spirit is simply obedience, which includes


being a peacemaker.

  9‑
conformed to Christ and identified with him

  13-
believers acts as a preservative agent, against the decay of sin

  14-
since Jesus is the light of the world (John 8:12), then we are light when we are like Jesus

  28‑
sin becomes a fact before it becomes an act

  41‑
a Roman soldier could force a civilian to carry his pack one mile

6:7-
the only person who appreciates a long prayer is the person praying it!!!

  9‑
"Our Father"‑ our children will think about what their daddy is like.  Do we present a Godly


example for our children

  11‑
"daily"‑ i.e. sufficient for one day

     -
see Prov 30:8,9

19-21-
many people are fond of saying that it is OK to have a lot of money, provided that you don't


love it.  However, this verse has to be considered as well.  If you are storing up material


treasure, then you are loving it.

  19-
"...and they ranted and they raved, and I looked down, and the words in my Bible still hadn't


changed." (S. Anderson, describing the response of some Christian young people after he


informed them that Christians were never meant to have worldly wealth).

  19-
see Prov 23:4

  24‑
its not that you shouldn't, it's that you can't!

7:1‑
see 1 Cor 5:12,13

  2-
so judge using the word of God

  5‑
note: after we have judged ourselves, then we can judge others, but we must not be hypocrites

  6,15-
these verses would require some sort of judging

  6-
does this mean that we are not to witness?  No!  Consider marriage as an analogy.  The husband


that loves his wife will want to talk about her, but there are some thoughts to intimate, personal,


and special to be shared with outsiders.

  21-
what is God's will?  To believe in Jesus Christ for eternal life (John 6:40)

  23-
see John 10:27

  21-23-
religious but unsaved people, especially those with an emotional 'faith' based upon signs and


wonders

  23‑
"never", not 'I once knew you', therefore Eternal Security

  29-
"authority" - small wonder considering Psalm 29!  We can also speak with authority if we are


using and quoting the word of God

8:8‑
Jesus didn't correct the centurion's low self image, because it was valid. Instead, the Lord


commended the centurion's faith

  9‑
his authority came from being submissive to the authority above him. It was like this for Christ and


us. see 1 Cor 11:3

9:6‑
omnipotence‑ also see 28:18, Luke 8:25, John 10:18, 17:2, Mark 1:29‑34 and Phil 3:21

  28-10:1- if we pray for the Lord to send out workers, it is quite possible that we will be one of those


workers

10:31‑
note: this verse doesn't present man as having infinite worth

   41,42- the picture is presented of a God who is very generous with reward.  It is almost a picture of a


God standing around and waiting to give reward to the creatures that He created.

11:3-6-
see Isaiah 35, which is a reference to the Millennium

   22‑
a less severe judgment on those that did not hear the Gospel

   27-
if the Lord Jesus knows the Father, then He knows everything (i.e. omniscience)

12:6-
greater than the temple, greater than Jonah (v41) and greater than Solomon (v42)- Ryrie notes


that the Greek word here is neuter, and thus this is a reference to the kingdom of God.

   16-
do you want to know why Christ did not want people to tell who he was?  Verses 17-21 give us


the reason.

   34b-
what we say reflects what is inside us.  Also the things that we talk about the most are the things


that we love the most.  What do I talk about the most?

13:28‑
the owner knows all

   30‑
those who are only professing salvation will be shown in the end.  Eventually, they are shown for


what they are Those who persevere to the end are truly saved.

   33‑
The yeast might make the dough more appealing to the   natural man, but it is still a "type" of evil.

   47‑50‑ perhaps referring to the time after the tribulation

14:12-14- if we feel that we have had a tough day and are unable to meet our Christian or family


commitments, then we should remember these verses, showing the sort of day Jesus had, and how


he responded to the needs of others

   22,27,31- Mark is not the only Gospel that uses the phrase "immediately".

   33‑
worshipping in response to a demonstration of the Lord's power and person

15:22-
it is interesting that a Canaanite acknowledged Jesus's title as "Son of David"

16:18-
there would be a problem with this verse if the church is still around in the Tribulation.

   21‑
"From that time on"  i.e. following the proper recognition of Christ

17:4-
perhaps Peter thought he was raising Jesus by comparing Him to Moses and Elijah.  In fact, he


was lowering Jesus. For this reason, the Father quickly silenced Peter.

   24,25- note that Peter didn't even have a chance to speak.  The Lord Jesus knew exactly what was


happening, in all places at all times.

18:3‑
one element of this is a child‑like faith

   10-
children have guardian angels

   12,13‑ the sheep has worth, not because of the innate worth of the sheep, but because of the love of the


shepherd

   19-
given in the context of local church discipline

   20‑
Christ as the divine gathering point of the Church.  Also a proof of omnipresence.  Also see Matt


28:20, John 14:18, and John 1:48

19:24-
Christians are fond of talking about "the needle gate  that a camel had to get down on its knees to


get through."  However, if such a gate exists today, it was build several hundred years after the


time of Christ.  This "camel story" does not help us to understand this verse.

   28-
see Acts 1:20-26

23:23-
this doesn't indicate that the tithe was unimportant, but that they shouldn't neglect anything that


God wants us to do.  People cannot use this verse to suggest that obeying certain parts of God


word is more important than other parts.  It is all important.

24:36‑
"nor the Son" is in Nestles/UBS but not in Majority text or TR.  See Mark 13:32

25:32‑
this judgment concerns who will enter the millennial kingdom

   34‑
"kingdom" = millennial kingdom

26:22,25- notice the difference.  The other disciples said "Lord", but Judas said "Rabbi".  We must not


 limit ourselves to an academic or intellectual knowledge of the Lord. Rather, we must


confess Him as Lord.  Of course, this is not to say that we should only know the Lord on an


emotional level.  We should know the Lord Jesus as intellectually deeply as we can.

   64-
see the original reference in Daniel 7:13,14 which is obviously Messianic.  They clearly understood


the Lord Jesus's claim (see verses 65-68).

   65‑
see Lev 21:10‑ tearing his clothes was forbidden if he was wearing priestly garments

27:46-
although Jesus has always been the Son of God, at this point He was not speaking out as the


Son, but as the One who was bearing the sin of the world.

   59,60- in a very real sense, Joseph was laid in this tomb.

28:15‑
if the authorities thought that the soldiers were lying or negligent, they would have executed them.


The fact that the soldiers were bribed is strong proof that the soldiers did not fall asleep 

   18-20- if universalism is true, then there is no point to the great commission

   18‑
omnipotence‑ see Matt 9:6

   19-
a reference to the Trinity

   20‑
omnipresence

Mark
Emphasis on Christ as a Servant‑ (Rev 4:7‑ ox)

1:12-
Ryrie says, '"the Spirit sent Him" Literally, thrust Him forth or impelled Him'.  Perhaps this leading


was so strong because Jesus was so 'in tune' with the Spirit

  15‑
a continuation and extension of John's preaching of  repentance

2:28-
note that this verse does not give the Lord Jesus some sort of special permission to break the


Law.  Jesus broke the additions that the Pharisees and teachers had added to the Law, but He


never broke the original intent of the Law.

4:39‑
Jesus didn't pray that the storm would stop, as a prophet might do.  Instead, he spoke with


AUTHORITY

  41‑
"who is this"‑ KJV says "What manner of man is this" but the word "man" is not used, although a


male gender is used

5:19‑
this man was left as a missionary in that region

   40-
"laughed" - the fact that they so quickly went from crying to laughing indicates that these


people were likely professional mourners, and had no emotional link to the little girl.

7:19-
the food regulations in the O.T. were not an end to themselves, but were designed to teach


spiritual lessons

  20‑23‑
all of these evils are from within and are not the product of our environment

  28‑
she showed great humility

8:19‑21‑  Jesus provided beyond their needs

  34-
note that Cross bearing is a voluntary activity.  We could forsake our profession of faith at any


time, but we voluntarily choose to bear the cross.  As A.W. Tozer pointed out, we should not be


complainers, because we are Christians by choice.

  34‑
"take up his cross"  i.e. the cost of discipleship.  This cost involves more than just those problems


that come as a part of everyday life (e.g. sickness) and involves those extra costs that come as a


result of being a Christian

9:29‑
but Jesus didn't pray, so he must be God

10:6-
if evolution is true, then Jesus was a liar

   21‑
see 1 Tim 6:9,10,17‑19

   45-
a central verse in Mark, a book which presents Christ as a servant.

   52-
this was certainly an act of mercy for many reasons.  One of the reasons is that this man


received a chance to see the Lord Jesus in the flesh.

11:7‑
authority over animals by riding an unbroken colt.  I have heard the story of a man who got saved


when he read of Jesus riding on the back of an unbroken colt.  He was a horse trainer and knew


what would have happened to any other man who simply sat on the back of an unbroken colt!

13:32‑
as a servant, the Son did not 'know' His Father's business (i.e. it was the Father's area of


responsibility).  Since Christ was the exact representation of the invisible God, then if He didn't


have any knowledge of the day or hour, then at that point, neither did the Father! see John 15:15


and Acts 1:7

     -
SEE JOHN 5:20 !  Also see Mark 10:45.

     -
we should also remember that in Christ are hidden "all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge"


(Col 2:3) and that Paul "resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and


him crucified" (1 Cor 2:2). Evidently, the word "know" has a different shade of meaning than just


raw intellectual knowledge.

14:2-
for a long time, they wanted to kill Him, but they couldn't because His time had not come.  Now


they say that He shouldn't be killed during the Feast, but now it is God's time, and so the


crucifixion happens.  See John 13:1.

   51,52- it is not certain, but it is possible that John Mark is describing himself here.

16:17‑
see Acts 5:12.  Even if these verses belong in the Bible, these gifts/signs accompanied the


apostles, and not every believer.  And if it did apply to all believers, then all believers should be


able to drink poison!

   19‑
the divine omnipresent nature is everywhere, but Christ's human flesh is at the right hand of God.


This does not divide Christ's deity and humanity!  At one time, Christ was divinely omnipresent


while his flesh was localized in Jerusalem, etc.

Luke
Emphasis on Christ as a Man‑ (Rev 4:7‑ man)

1:1-3-
the inspiration of the Bible doesn't just mean that the Bible is true, but also that the Holy Spirit


carefully crafted each word and sentence so that it would have eternal meaning and weight.


However, the Holy Spirit did not simply dictate material to the human author, but used their


respective styles of writing.

  3-
"most excellent Theophilus" - a term of respect for a man of importance.  This word (Strong's


#2903) is used 4 times in Scripture - twice of Felix (Acts 23:26 and Acts 24:3), once of Festus


(Acts 26:25) and once of Theophilus (Luke 1:3).  Since this title is not used when Luke addresses


Theophilus in Acts 1:1, some have speculated that he lost his position because of his faith in


Christ.

  15‑
though filled from birth with the Holy Spirit, John did no miracles, and did not speak in tongues

    -
"never to take wine..." - implying that he would be a Nazarite from birth (Numbers 6:1-21).  Note


that Samson was to have been a Nazarite from birth (Judges 13:5) but Samson failed (Judges


14:8,9)

  34-
in case someone should suggest parthenogenesis, we should note that parthenogenesis can only


result in female offspring and has never been observed in mammals.

  35-
a reference to the Trinity

  47‑
Mary required a Saviour.  see Luke 11:27,28

  48b‑
for what God has done for her, and not for what she is

  78-
"the rising sun" is one of the titles of the Lord Jesus

2:1‑4‑
note that Mary and Joseph did not conspire to fulfill Micah 5:2, but were forced to fulfill it by


Caesar's decree

  24‑
showing the poverty of Mary and Joseph

  25-
the Lord, and the Scriptures, never overlook the individual in the larger plan.  Also note that God


knows if we are truly longing for the Lord's return.

  35‑
these verses must have been a comfort to Mary at the time of the crucifixion, indicating that


God's plan was still on track

  36-
"of the tribe of Asher"- so much for the idea of the 10 lost tribes of Israel, an idea so dear to the


British-Israelites (such as Herbert W. Armstrong's 'Worldwide Church of God').

  39-
some people argue that the gospels are all different. This verse shows one principle for


harmonizing the gospels.  Luke gives a very abbreviated account here, because he ignores the visit


of the Magi, and the flight to Egypt (Matt 2)

  44-
the standard application of this event is that Christians should not think that the Lord is always


with us.  Of course, we always have the indwelling, but when we choose to walk according to our


own will, we break fellowship with the Lord.

  46,47‑
so much for the ideas of limited  knowledge and gradual messianic awareness

  51‑
an example for young people whose parents 'don't understand'

  52‑
"stature" = physically (i.e. age)

3:1,2‑
all of the influential men of that time are mentioned, and John!

  7‑
as snakes escaping a brush fire, without any change to their evil nature, seeking outward


conformity by baptism, but without repentance

  8,9‑
a tree is not judged by its botanical label or lineage, but by its fruit

  8‑
the fruit would be evidence that the repentance was real

  12-14-  note that the tax collectors and soldiers were not told to abandon their occupations

  14-
it is unlikely that a true Christian would ever vote to go out on strike.  Voting to go out


on strike usually shows a lack of contentment with your pay.

  20‑
to reject John was to reject Christ even before he came 

  21,22-  a picture of the Trinity.  Also see Matt 28:19,  Luke 1:35,  1 Cor 12:4-6,  2 Cor 13:14,


Eph 2:18,  Heb 9:14 and Rev 1:4,5.

  22‑
identified as God's anointed from the beginning of His Earthly ministry

4:3-
here we have an example of the word "if" being used in the sense of "since".  In this


passage "if" is not expressing any degree of doubt or uncertainty.

  6-
Sir Robert Anderson suggests that this authority was not given to Satan by God, but by the


people themselves who willingly surrendered themselves to Satan.

  8-
"God's great plan for the ages is not to create people who are merely moral" (J. Martin)

  12‑
'God is not on probation' (David Gooding)

    -
perhaps referring to Jesus Himself

  13-
the Lord Jesus is not just innocent, but also pure and holy

  18,19-
the O.T. year of jubilee is a picture of what Christ is describing here.  See Leviticus 25

  18-
compare with the original O.T. reference.  LXX has "blind" while Hebrew has "prisoners".  Jesus


quoted the Greek translation of the O.T.

  19-
see Isaiah 61:2 to see the significance of the Lord ending His quotation at this point.  Also see Rev


19:13

  25‑27‑
although these verses may foreshadow God going to the gentiles, the importance is in the faith


shown.  If gentiles could show this much faith, why wouldn't Israel?

  27‑
leprosy may be pictured as a 'type' of sin

  31-37-
this is the proof that Christ was speaking the truth in 4:18,19

  33,39-
note the contrast.  One person was ill through demon possession and the other was ill through an


organic disease.  Some people think that there is no such thing as demon possession.  They think


that the Bible simply describes illness as possession in order to make things simple for the


unsophisticated audience.  However, these verses make it clear that possession does exist.

  39‑
healing was complete, with no weakness or after effects

5:5‑
KJV says "net" rather than "nets", which has been the source of many sermons on 'partial


obedience'.  The TR (the text behind the KJV), has Peter agreeing to let down the "net".  The


Greek text behind the NIV and NASB both say "nets".  Since this issue is in debate, it probably


isn't a good idea to preach a message on the consequences of partial obedience, from this


passage. I am sure that there are plenty of other places in Scripture that discuss 'partial obedience'


(e.g. Moses striking the rock the second time instead of speaking to it).  Of course, we should


recognize that the differences in the Greek texts do not introduce any doctrinal uncertainty.

  17-26-
According to Mark chapter 2, this took place in Capernaum.  It was quite possibly in Simon


Peter's home.

  20,24-
our relationship with God takes precedence over our physical needs.

  20-
this statement must have hit like a thunderbolt

  21‑
and for anyone else, it would have been blasphemy

  22‑
omniscience

  23‑
it is easier to tell a person that his sins are forgiven, but the fact that the man was miraculously


healed, was proof that the forgiveness was not merely words

6:3-
"ceremonial law, distinct from moral law, should never be allowed to violate principles of


compassion and mercy." (Norman Crawford - What the Bible Teaches)

  11‑
they should have rejoiced for the healing

  12‑
probably praying about and for the twelve

7:3‑
a picture of salvation coming to the Gentiles through the Jews.  also see verse 9

  4-
"deserves"?!!  Of course he didn't deserve to have the Lord Jesus do anything!  This shows us


two things.  1) how little the elders of the Jews understood, 2) how merciful the Lord Jesus is!


What would your response be if someone came to you and said, "So and so deserves to have you


come and do something wonderful for him"?

  4‑7‑
the centurion's attitude about himself was much lower than what the Elders of the Jews thought


about him

  8‑
Authority‑ see 1 Cor 11:3

  9‑
even a Gentile could recognize the Lord's authority

   ‑
see verse 3. This is a foreshadowing of the Lord going to the Gentiles to form the church

  15-
"gave him back" - having been raised by the Lord Jesus, Jesus had full right of possession to the


rest of the man's life.  By giving him back, the Lord indicated that this man had a spiritual


responsibility to provide for his widowed mother.

  22‑
see Isaiah 35:5,6 and 61:1,2

  24‑35,48‑ the people went to see John, believing him to be the forerunner to the Messiah.  But that would


make Jesus the Messiah, which is something they didn't want to believe

  25-
should we wear fancy clothes at meetings?!

  28‑
as a prophet, he was the last to proclaim the coming of Christ.  He was also completely


uncompromising

  43-
judgment is not necessarily judgmental.  Here the word carries the meaning of deciding


between options and deciding correctly.

  47-
"loved much".  Note that generalized love of humanity is not enough, but rather, it is love


of the Saviour that is needed.

8:6-
watering is discipleship.  See 1 Cor 3:6.

  26-39-  evidently, one of the men was more prominent, for there were two men who where healed here.


See Matt 8:28-34.

  34‑37‑
some people today have the same attitude, preferring their friends and relatives to be bound by


terrible sin rather than to freed by Christ

  38,39-
therefore, Jesus is God.

9:22-
on Peter's confession that Jesus was the Christ, Jesus explained his rejection and suffering.  Since


people expected His reign to start immediately, Jesus was very careful to give them no cause to


think they had been misled, when he was later killed.

  38-
"only child" = MONOGENES, which is also used in Luke 7:12, 8:42, John 1:14,18, 3:16,18,


Hebrews 11:17 and 1 John 4:9

10:14‑
indicating a more harsh judgment

  20-
"written"- the Greek word carries the connotation of being enrolled in the citizen lists of a city


(D. Gooding)

     -
rejoicing in our salvation is a concept that comes up over and over in the Book of Psalms.

   28-
yet under the Law, nobody could keep this perfectly

   29-36- your neighbour is someone who is in need.  Note: this parable, in light of 10:10-16, does not teach


that religious differences are unimportant so long as we all love each other!

   42‑
perhaps that one thing is Christ.  'All that really matters is Christ' (Arnold Spears)

11:1-
in prayer, the Lord Jesus never prayed for personal forgiveness, guidance or deliverance from


sin

    -
not "teach us how to pray", but "teach us to pray"

   2-4-
this is what the Lord taught the disciples.  Verse 4 makes it clear that this wasn't the prayer that


the Lord Jesus Himself would pray.

   2-
"hallowed" i.e. set apart.  See Psalm 9:10

     -
"Father" - do we just say this out of habit, or do we consciously realize our position as sons when


we say these words.

   3-
our physical necessities, not our luxuries.  Provided to us one day at a time, not enough for a


whole lifetime.

   4-
the importance of actually asking the Lord for forgiveness, and not just wanting it.

   5-8-
sometimes one of our friends has a need that we can't meet (physical needs, advice, problems


with health, etc.).  We can go to the Lord in prayer on their behalf.  The Father in heaven is


not actually like the man in verse 7, but he might seem like that man to us, when He does not


immediately give us what we want when we ask.  This is a good example of intercessory prayer.

   9-
"ask", "seek" and "knock".  'The imperatives in the Greek are all present imperatives, indicating a


repeated and not a once for all action' (D. Gooding)

   13‑
prior to Pentecost, believers did not necessarily have the Holy Spirit indwelling them

   27,28‑ Mary was not to be venerated!

   29,30- the validity of Jesus' claim to be the Son of Man rests on the resurrection

   29-
note that the problem wasn't with the signs (John 20:30,31, Acts 2:22), but with that generation

12:7-
'and his cross tells us how much more' (D. Gooding)

   32-34- people that think that it is OK for Christians to have lots of money, never seem to get around to


this verse.  See Matt 6:19-21 for the parallel passage.

   35-40- this is a reference to a banquet.  Notice the other banquets in the next couple of chapters; 13:24-


30, 14:1-6, 14:7-11, 14:12-14, 14:15-24, 15:2 and 15:11-32

13:3,5-
repentance is necessary for salvation

        -
also see Luke 5:32, 24:47, Ro 2:4 and 2 Peter 3:9

        -
Ezekiel 18:30-32 gives a good defining statement on repentance.

   6-
Isaiah 5:7 is the key to understanding the "vineyard parables"

   6-9-
"...there is a limit to the day of mercy." (N. Crawford)

   15-
Note that the synagogue ruler spoke (to the people and not to the Lord), but that Jesus condemns


"hypocrites" (plural).  Thus the Lord Jesus was also condemning those in the crowd who believed


the ruler or were being swayed by his words.

   20,21- note that it is very unlikely that the kingdom of God is being represented by the yeast.  Consider


Exodus 12:19, 1 Cor 5:6-8, Gal 5:9, Luke 12:1, Matt 16:6, Mark 8:15.  Throughout Scripture,


yeast (leaven) is a symbol of evil.  It would seem correct to interpret this passage as a warning


against 
evil influence spreading its way through the professing kingdom of God.  It is a special


warning of that evil which will cause an increase in size without adding to spirituality.

   23-
considering the answer that Jesus gave, perhaps this man was trying to engage in a theological


discussion instead of first settling the matter of his own soul.

   31-33- God's program could not be altered by man

   34-
while Election is taught in the Bible, so is man's free will - "but you were not willing."

14:18,19‑ both these individuals show their foolishness by buying what they have not seen or tried

   20-
marriage is good, but I must not let marriage keep me from service.  This requires great care in


the choice of a wife.

   23‑
that is to say, 'Go to the Gentiles'

15:3‑32‑Parable of the lost sheep‑ led astray subtly


Parable of the lost coin‑  falls away innocently


Parable of the lost son‑   falls away willingly  

   11‑32‑ The description of the prodigal son must have raised revulsion in the listeners

        -
in this parable, the younger son is a picture of sinners and gentiles, while the older son is a picture


of the Pharisees, with their joyless service and pride in their 'faithfulness'

   12‑
an open slap in the face to his father

   13‑
"distant country"‑ i.e. he went to a Gentile country

   17-20- displaying true repentance, he had a change of mind concerning his rebellion, which resulted in a


change of life (concrete action).  He chose to return to his father and accept life on his father's


terms, and not his own. Note: this parable isn't only referring to a sinner repenting and getting


saved, but also a rebellious Christian finally submitting to God, and accepting life of his Father's


terms.

   15‑
feeding pigs was as low as a Jew could fall

   20‑
"ran"‑ a practically unheard of act for a father at that time, entailing a loss of dignity

16:1-8-
the point of this parable is this: the dishonest manager was wise enough to provide for his earthly


future.  Why aren't the people of God wise enough to provide for their eternal future.  Note that


dishonesty is condemned in v10-13.

   14-
this verse stands by itself, and is its own commentary

   19‑31‑ Hades (Greek) and Sheol (Hebrew) were equivalent.  After Christ's ascension the third heaven


became paradise (2 Cor 12:1‑4) and righteous dead now go directly to Christ's presence (Phil


1:23).  After the Great White Throne Judgment, Hades will be thrown into the Lake of Fire


(Gehenna)

        -
this is probably not a parable, but rather a true story.

   

1) a man named Lazarus is mentioned by name



2) "there was..." rather than "the kingdom of God is like..."

    26-
it is clear that people don't come back from the dead, and that ghosts don't exist.

    30-
many people today have the same attitude.  They think  that something unusual will speak to the


lost, but they ignore the provision that God has made, to speak to them through the Bible.

    31-
for many of the Jewish people, this came true, for they didn't accept Christ's rising from the dead

17:16-
here we see an example of true worship

   27-
people's main concern will be physical pleasure

18:1-8-
'... to cease praying would be to call in question the very character of God.' (D. Gooding)

   13‑
"mercy" = same word as propitiation (Strong's # 2433)

   16,17- as we look for deeper meaning, we should not ignore the plain surface teaching that Jesus


loves children.  How many rabbis had time for the children?  Today, no teacher of the Word


should value his time so much, that he doesn't have time to spend with the children.

   18-27- note that the story of Zacchaeus in ch19 shows that God can bring a rich man to true


repentance.  Here is a good examples of the importance of structure in the book of Luke.

   27-
to prove that anything is possible with God, Jesus saved a poor man (18:35-43) and a rich man


(19:1-10)

   32-
note that the Gentiles very much share in the responsibility for the crucifixion.

   34-
the same concept is repeated 3 times to emphasize their confusion.

19:8-
an excellent example of repentance in action

    21‑
in fact, contrary to the servant's opinion, the Master was not a hard man.  v22 indicates that the


servant was wicked (because the servant's words were not true)

   42-
from a study of the Scriptures (Daniel's 69 weeks), they should have known that Christ would


enter on that exact day.  "on this day"!

   46-
"house of prayer" - see Isaiah 56:7.  "Den of robbers" - see Jer 7:11

20:1-8-
instead of asking if a man has 'authority' to preach (i.e. a license, ordination or formal training), we


should ask if his message is true.

21:1-4-
she had 2 coins.  Obviously, she could have kept one of them for herself.  Instead, she gave all to


God.

22:42‑
there was no other way for us to be saved.  This wasn't just the way God chose, and it wasn't that


God simply chose the most costly way.  It was the ONLY way.  The fact that Jesus was


crucified was the Father's answer‑ there is no other way!

    53-
an attempt by Jesus to remind these people that they could only arrest Him if it was His will.


They had tried to arrest him before but had failed.

23:34‑
the crucifixion was man's ultimate act of infamy.  see Romans 1:18.  Men suppressing the truth by


their wickedness.  Intercession was required to prevent the immediate falling of God's wrath upon


these men, and perhaps all men.  This is not some special work of grace whereby complete


forgiveness for this sin was granted

   39‑
this man wanted salvation, but would not repent

   40‑
this man did no good religious works, and was not baptized, yet he was saved.  He did repent.

   40-53- the Scripture presents 3 men who staked their all on the Lord Jesus.  Each one of them was from


a completely different background.  Perhaps this is the testimony of "two or three witnesses." 


Note in John, that Nicodemus was also with Joseph.

   40-43- The importance of the thief on the cross:



1) bread and wine communion are not required for salvation (John 6:53-56)



2) water baptism is not required for salvation (Acts 2:38)



3) immediate visible works are not required for salvation (James 2)



4) death bed conversions are possible and valid.

   43-
this criminal is one of the few people in history, of whom we can say "he is in heaven right now"

   47-
this man was putting his life on the line, by speaking in favour of a man who was crucified for


insurrection.

   50-53- Joseph also staked all on Jesus.  He choose to defile himself before the passover, and was


essentially excommunicating himself from the fellowship of Israel. He would not have been able to


continue as a member of the Council.

24:42,43- not appearing as an insubstantial spirit, but rather, a real physical bodily resurrection

John
Emphasis on Christ as God (Rev 4:7‑ Eagle)

1:1-
the New World Translation of the "Jehovah's Witnesses" says "a god".  They make much of the


fact that the Greek does not have an article before the word "God".  But according to Kubo and


Specht ("So Many Versions" - Zondervan, p99), 'It is true that the Greek does not have the article


before "God" here.  However, since in this verse in Greek theos (God) is a predicate noun and


precedes the verb and subject, it is definite, since a definite predicate noun when it precedes the


verb never takes an article in Greek.... There is no justification for the Jehovah's Witnesses'


translation.'

  9-
note that light cannot be defiled.  Light coming through a dirty window is not made dirty.


(Jabe Nicholson).

  12-
"who believed in his name"- the name 'Jesus' means 'Jehovah (Yahweh) Saves'.  Thus, to believe


in the name of the Lord Jesus, means to trust that he can and will save you.

    -
see John 8:44

  14-
"seen his glory" - perhaps in the transfiguration, or perhaps referring to the personal moral glory


that the Lord Jesus displayed on a day by day basis

     -
"grace and truth" - I can sometimes display one of these traits, but rarely both at the same time.


Jesus always displayed both traits to perfection.

  18-
"God the One and Only" (MONOGENES THEOS) is the rendering in the oldest manuscripts.


KJV follows the more recent manuscripts in saying "only begotten Son".  Which rendering is more


worshipful?!!  NASB follows the NIV.

  29-
corresponding to the bronze alter.  Note the order of the furniture in the tabernacle.  See 1:32.

  32-
Jesus's baptism corresponding to the basin in the tabernacle, and the initial consecration of


Aaron (Exodus 29:4).  See 6:35.

  46-
when unbelievers have questions or doubts about Jesus, our response should be "come and see


Jesus".

  48‑
shows omnipresence

2:19-21- a good verse to use with "Jehovah's Witnesses" because they believe that Jesus was raised as a


spirit being, and his body dissolved into gases.  Also see Luke 24:37-39 and John 20:18.

  19-
the resurrection was accomplished by Jesus (John 2:19), the Father (Romans 6:4 and Heb 13:20)


and the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:11).

  24,25‑
omniscience‑ also see 16:30, 21:17, 6:64, 13:11, 13:1, 18:4, 19:28

3:2,3-
note that recognizing that Jesus was a great teacher, and that He was sent from God, was not


good enough.  He still had to be born again.  This concept should be more prevalent in our


witnessing.

  5-
from verse 6, it seems probable that "born of water" refers to natural birth

  6-
"flesh gives birth to flesh" - the flesh will never amount to anything more than flesh.

  16-
we must pay attention to the verb tenses when we are studying the Bible.  This verse says


"believes" rather than "believed".  'If you don't know when you first believed, do you believe now?'


(James Gunn)

  17-
this time he doesn't come to condemn.  But note that this doesn't hold for the second coming.


Jesus will execute judgment (Isaiah 63:1-6 and John 5:22)

  36-
see 3:18 and 5:23.  To reject Christ is the worst possible insult that man can offer God

    -
what makes Heaven Heaven?  God's presence!  What makes Hell Hell?  God's absence!  God


and man are like 2 magnets.  Either we are attracted by God's holiness, or we are repelled by it.


There is no neutral position.

4:14-
"water" - see John 6:48 for "bread".  I have been sentenced to bread and water by my own choice

  19-
trying to hide the fact of her sin by engaging in religious argument.

  24‑
"truth" being the manner in which God has revealed

     -
physical aids (e.g. icons) are not needed for true worship

  26-
one of the most powerful statements in the Bible

  32‑38‑
souls are food for an evangelist

5:5-
this man had been an invalid from before the Lord Jesus was born.

   8-
God's commandments are His enablements

  17‑
eliminates the day‑age theory of theistic Evolution idea that says that God is now resting on the


seventh day

  18-
the Jews thought that Jesus was breaking the Sabbath, but in fact, the Lord Jesus was not


breaking the original intent of the Sabbath.  Also see Matt 5:17.  In fact, Christ was breaking the


traditions that men had added to God's Word.

  19-
this verse teaches the impeccability of the Lord Jesus, because it indicates that it would be


impossible for the Lord Jesus to sin.

  19‑27‑  Seven distinct claims by Christ to be equal to God. Working (v19), Knowing (v20), Resurrecting


(v21), Judging (v22,27), Honour (v23), Regenerating (v24,25), Self‑existence (v26)‑ (J.S. Baxter)

  20-
if Mark 13:32 is taken to mean that Christ is not omniscient, then this verse must be false!


Clearly, Mark 13:32 does not teach any lack of omniscience on the part of Christ!

  23-
"honour" has the meaning "value".  See Matt 27:9 and Zech 11:12,13

    -
it is arrogance to suggest that we can reject the Son, and that we can declare that we don't want


to be with the Son, but that we do want to spend all eternity with the Father.

  27‑
Christ receives glory when someone is saved, by His mercy.  As judge, Christ also receives glory


when someone is sent to Hell, because His righteousness is glorified.  God wants all men to be


saved, but in the end, all men will glorify Christ

  27-
the term "Son" not only refers to lineage and descent, but also to character (e.g. Barnabas - Son


of Encouragement).  So the Son of Man was the representation of all that man should have been.

  28-
don't just be amazed at the works.  Be amazed at the Lord Jesus!

6:5-
the Lord Jesus was always thinking of others, and how to meet their needs.  Also see John


19:26,27.

  9-
the Bible is filled with people who were great and mighty.  We might not feel that we can


measure up to them.  We can probably measure up to this small boy though, and the Lord used his


small offering to do something great.

  12-
following the example of Jesus, we should not waste food!

  27-
a negative command and a positive command

  28,29-
one of the great unused gospel texts.

  35-
corresponding to the table of the show bread in the tabernacle.  See 9:5.

  37‑
eternal security

  48-51-
the contrast between physical and spiritual bread.

  68,69-
the response of a redeemed heart when it faces the greatest difficulties life can present.  I will


not fall away!

8:11‑
"neither do I..."‑ it would seem that she placed saving faith in Christ.  We are now in the same


place, with Christ saying, "neither do I condemn you"

  29‑
Jesus' claim to a sinless life

  35-
eternal security

  44-
also see Acts 13:10

  58‑
the eternality of Christ

9:5-
corresponding to the lampstand in the tabernacle.  Also see 8:12

  16-
Jesus did not obey their concept of the Sabbath (i.e. what they had made it into, and the rules they


had added), but Jesus did obey God's original concept of the Sabbath.

  34-
no matter how learned we get, we should be ready to accept the words of one who truly knows


the Lord.  The humblest believer might have a thought on a Scripture that the greatest of Bible


teachers had never considered

  35,36-
see Daniel 7:13,14.  The man must have understood the significance of the term "Son of Man".

10:1-3-
the sheep being Israel, the shepherd being the Lord Jesus, and the watchman possibly being


John the Baptist.

    11‑
good shepherd, great shepherd (Heb 13:20,21), and Chief Shepherd (1 Peter 5:4)

   12,13- the one who leads for money.  Should the local church really be led by a shepherd/pastor who is a


hired hand (salaried).  Instead, it should be someone who does so out of love for the sheep.

   16‑
Mormons try to say that this refers to North American Indians.  In fact, this refers to the Gentiles.

   19-21- these verses answer those who think that Jesus was sincere, but deluded or insane.

   27-
the Lord Jesus not only knows my name, but He knows me!

   28,29‑ eternal security

11:3-
there is no indication that the sisters asked Jesus to come.  They simply expressed the need, and


left it up to the Lord Jesus to solve the problem as seemed best to Him.

    6-
by not responding immediately, Jesus did something that on the surface seemed cruel.  However,


what Jesus did was ultimately for the benefit of all concerned.  We should remember this when


we don't understand why bad things happen to us and our friends.

   24-26- Martha expressing a certain amount of faith, and the Lord Jesus responding by making one of


the most powerful statements in Scripture.

   39-
the Lord Jesus could have moved the stone, but he wanted the disciples to be able to participate


in His ministry.  This is the same principle as in John 6:9 with the loaves and fishes, and is also


the reason why we are allowed to give money to support the Lord's work.

   43-
when the Lord Jesus gave the command, Lazarus had to obey!  The fact that he was dead could


not be an obsticle to obedience, so God raised Lazarus to life.

12:1-8-
although money is seldom required for worship, worship is more important than social concerns.


See Phil 4:18 for giving as an act of worship.

   3-
in an attitude of humility and worship, Mary literal became a wash towel for her Lord.

   26-
see 1 Samuel 2:30

   28-
see Joshua 7:9

13:3-15- note that we do not see any examples of believers in the New Testament physically practicing


foot washing, although the symbolism (a sanctified believer needing some area of his life cleaned


up, and getting rebuke/help with it) is practiced over and over.  However, it could be that we


should be physically practicing foot washing in our meetings.

   8-
"no part" i.e. no fellowship

   26‑
possibly whispered only to John

ch 14‑
THE DEITY OF CHRIST CHAPTER

14:6‑
"truth", i.e. the finality

   13-
note that we do NOT have to tack the words "in Jesus' name" on the end of our prayers.  To pray


in Jesus' name means so much more.  It means to pray for those things that the Lord Jesus


himself would have us pray for - those things that are in keeping with his perfect will.  Note some


of the other things that are to be done (or is done) in the name of the Lord Jesus:



-teaching (Acts 4:18, 9:27,29)



-be baptized (Acts 8:16, 19:5)



-risk our lives (Acts 15:26, 21:13)



-freeing from possession (Acts 16:18)



-church discipline (2 Thess 3:6, 1 Cor 5:3-5)



-believe on the name (1 John 3:23)



-give thanks (Eph 5:20)



-we are justified in the Name (1 Cor 6:11)



-the Name is to be glorified in us (2 Thess 1:12)



-Paul makes an appeal against division in a local church (1 Cor 1:10)



-WHATEVER WE DO (Col 3:17)

   14-
see Col 3:17

   16-
"another" of the same type.  The word "Counselor" is also used about the Lord Jesus in


1 John 2:1

   26-
part of this teaching and reminding was present in the giving to us of the Bible.

     -
in this verse, we see that the Father will send.  In 15:26 we see that it is the Lord Jesus who is


sending the Spirit.  The Godhead is Triune!

   27-
"rest in peace" should be an experience, not an epitaph

   28‑
the Father is greater, because he was still enthroned in heavenly glory, not having His glory veiled

15:1,2-   fruit is a seed (i.e. the capacity to reproduce the characteristics of the vine).  The fruit of the


Spirit (Gal 5:22,23) are some of the characteristics of Christ that God wants in us, and in all those


that we have a chance to witness to.

   2,5-
no fruit, some fruit, more fruit and much fruit

   4-
the only way for us to be like Christ, is for us to remain in Christ.  The branch gets all its strength


from the vine.

   7-
note that the branch does not ask or expect a million dollars from the vine.  The only thing that the


branch asks is the strength and support it needs to produce more fruit.

   18‑21‑ Christians are promised suffering.  also see 16:33 & 1 Peter 2:18‑21

   26-    the Spirit does not lead people to Himself, but to Jesus and to glorify Him (16:14).  The


charismatic movement seems to have forgotten this.  This is a ministry of the Holy Spirit.

16:7-11-  a good text for a gospel message

   8-11-
a ministry of the Holy Spirit.  Conviction of sin, conviction of righteousness and conviction of


judgment

   9-
I have never heard this verse used in a Gospel Message.  Likewise for John 6:28,29.

   21-
when we break bread on Sunday, we should not dwell at the cross.  While we should never


forget Christ's work on the cross, we should remember that He is not on the cross anymore.


He is Risen!  Many people will be very suprised when they get to heaven and find that Christ


is not on the cross anymore.

17:5‑
both pre-incarnate and eternal existence are shown. see v24

   11-
I would suggest that using the phrase 'Holy Father' when referring to the Pope, is not the best


idea!

   24-
every time a Christian dies, this prayer is answered in fuller measure.

18:5,6-
"he" is not in the original Greek.  Why the translators supplied the word "he', I do not know.

      -
see Exodus 3:14

19:26,27- even on the cross, while accomplishing the great work of salvation, Jesus looked after the


"little things".  He was always considering the needs of those who loved Him, and He was


ever the dutiful son to His mother.

    38‑40‑ by touching the dead body of Jesus just before the passover, Nicodemus not only became


ceremonially unclean, but he would have had to have given up everything (as a Pharisee, ruler,


teacher, etc.)

20:5-
this verse, indicating strips of linen, show that the Shroud of Turin is a fake.

   7-
even in resurrection, demonstrating that the head (Christ) is seperate from the body (the


church).  Also note v17 where He does not say "to our Father"

   11-
Mary's broken-hearted love was rewarded by being the first person the resurrected Lord


appeared to.

   14‑
due to her tears?

   16-
at this point, Mary became the most knowledgable and blessed person on earth, for she was


first to see the risen Lord.

   17‑
'in order to restrain him' (Ryrie).  Mary may have wanted to keep Jesus with her physically.


Later, Thomas was allowed to touch, because he recognized Jesus as God. Walter J. Clark


suggests that the Greek construction forbids the continuance of an action that was going on. Since


Christ had not returned to the Father, he still had to be about His Fathers business

      -
we no longer have to say "our Father" but can now say "my Father"

   18‑
no Jewish storyteller would have given a woman such a place of honour.  In fact, a woman could


not serve as a witness in a court of law. Therefore, this account must be authentic

   23‑
perhaps the Lord is telling the apostles to forgive those that had personally wronged them, by


telling them the Gospel. i.e. Peter forgives the man who has wronged him by telling that man the


Gospel and thereby allowing God to forgive that man.  If the apostles specifically had the right to


forgive, they never used it, and salvation would be possible without belief, faith or repentance

   25-
be very careful that you don't challenge God.  There is no evidence that Thomas ever did what


he said he wanted to do.

   28-
the 'Jehovah's Witnesses' say that Thomas was so suprised that he swore.  This is silly.  Should


we assume that Jesus, who was a rabbi, would allow one of his followers to use the name of


Jehovah God as a curse, without rebuking him?!!!  This verse is nothing less than a confession by


Thomas of the deity of the Lord Jesus.

   30,31‑ the reason why this Gospel was written. see 1 John 5:13

21:9-
fish that they had not caught.  Though they had caught many fish, the Lord still provided.

    11-
153 is called a "perfect number".  i.e. 13+53+33.

   15-17- love for the Lord is linked to love for, and care of the believers (sheep)

Acts
Note: we see no evidence of para-church organizations in the Bible. All ministry is to be through and under

the authority of a local church.  This puts a heavy burden on the believers and assemblies, to do the work

that para-church organizations would do.

1:3-
there is no indication that Christ made any post-resurrection appearances to unbelievers

  8-
the theme verse for the whole book of Acts

  20-28-  perhaps Matthias was needed as part of God's dispensational purpose (see Matt 19:28) as an


Apostle to the Jews.  Paul (and perhaps others) was an Apostle for the grace/church dispensation,


and thus did not need to be a part of the 12.  This idea would allow for Barnabas. From Acts


14:14, it would seem that Barnabas was an Apostle in the same sense as Paul was.  This idea also


avoids the need to define the Greek word "apostle" in two different ways in this passage.

2:4‑
this happened without instruction, coaching, tarrying for tongues, or tongues lessons.  There was


no 'seven week series of Bible studies culminating with baptism in the Spirit on the sixth week'!

   ‑
tongues appear 3 times in the Book of Acts.  Acts 2, Acts 10:46, and Acts 19:6

  8‑
these were real languages.  No Jew would have been impressed by ecstatic babbling, because this


was present in pagan religions

  22-
Jesus as a man in this verse, Jesus the Messiah in verse 38, and verse 36 making the link.

  32-
if the resurrection is not true, then the apostles are false witnesses, and nothing that they say is


worthy of our trust

  37-
conviction of the Holy Spirit

  41‑
yet God is not concerned about numbers. e.g. Gideon's army, and all the times Israel was wiped


out for unfaithfulness Those who are willing to use any means to increase the number of people in


their local church, should read Num 20:9‑12!!!  Blessing is not necessarily a sign of God's


approval!!!

    -
note that acceptance of salvation and then baptism followed like a one-two punch.  The Scripture


does not seem to contemplate the idea that a person would want salvation but would not want to


publicly identify themselves with the Lord's death and resurrection through baptism.

  42-
the church can preach the gospel, but meetings of the church are not for evangelism!  They are


for worship (Eph 3:21, 1 Peter 4:11) and edification of the believers (Eph 4:11-13, 1 Cor 14:26).

    ‑
also see 1 Cor 5:3‑5 for the discipline meeting

    ‑
see Acts 14:27 for the missionary report meeting

    ‑
"fellowship" = 'sharing in common' (Vine's), see 1 Cor 10:16,   "prayer"‑see 4:24 for corporate


prayer

    ‑
see 1 Cor 14:26‑ there was free participation in the meetings, within certain rules

    ‑
"devoted themselves" = PROSKARTEREO (Strong's # 4342) = 'continued steadfastly' or 'attend


continually'.  Also see Acts 1:14, 2:46, 10:7, Romans 12:12, 13:6 for other places where this word


is used

  43‑
see Hebrews 2:4 for the purpose of miraculous signs

  47‑
people did not 'joint the church', but rather the Lord joined them to the church.  "number" is


translated as "church" in the KJV, representing a difference in the textual basis of the KJV and


the NIV & NASB.

3:12-
those who are used to lead someone to Christ should have the same attitude of humility, rather


than boasting of what they have done.

4:24‑
corporate prayer

  31‑
you CANNOT say that this is tongues

5:1-11-
they were fit for heaven by the blood of Christ, but they weren't fit to maintain Christ's testimony


on earth

  12‑
these characterized the apostles.  see 2 Cor 12:12 and 1 Cor 2:43

  13-
no unbeliever, no matter how religious, dared to join them, although new people did become


believers and join them (v14)

6:3-
note that this work was not entrusted to someone who was spiritually weak, 'in order to get them


involved'.  Even this task required a servant who was full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom.  Also see


1 Cor 4:2

  5‑
Philip was a deacon and had the gift of evangelism, see Acts 21:8

7:3-
Abram did not obey fully, for he brought his pagan father (Joshua 24:2) and Lot with him

  59-
addressing the Lord Jesus directly in prayer is acceptable.

8:4-
note that they were scattered.  They did not bring unbelievers into meetings of the church in order


to preach the gospel to them.

  26-40-
note the progression. 1) direct leading from an angel (v26), 2) the more subtle leading of the Spirit


(v29), and 3) accepting God's will, he continues on without further instruction (v40)

  34-
note that the eunuch had no question as to whether the Word was true, but rather accepted it as


such and simply wanted to know what it meant.

  36-
note that Baptism much have been contained in the message that Philip preached.

  38-
baptism is by immersion.  This is not suprising considering that the word is a transliteration of the


Greek word that means immerse!

9:5‑
to persecute the saints is to persecute Christ

  16-
it doesn't take faith to believe that an Almighty God can rescue me from suffering, pain,


persecution, etc.  It does take faith to trust God through difficult circumstances.

  18,19-
here we see the importance of baptism.  Saul did not eat or drink for 3 days (v9), and yet he was


baptized before he ate!

10:1,2-
was Cornelius saved?  Note that in this passage, we see the Holy Spirit's testimony to Cornelius'


character.  In 10:22 we see the testimony of men about Cornelius

   30-
"three in the afternoon" was the time of prayer at the temple (Acts 3:1)

11:15‑
from the time of Pentecost to Cornelius, nobody speaks in tongues.  The next recorded instance is


in Acts 19:6. Acts 2 to Acts 10:46 covers about 8 years.  Note that it says "as... on us at the


beginning" and not 'as in all the churches'.  This suggests that tongues were not an every day


occurrence in the church.

   30‑
plurality of elders

12:12-
note that there is no evidence that they split the prayer group into men and women in different


rooms!

13:2‑
it was not the church that decided to evangelize, but God (calling individuals, and not the church)

   2,3‑
first, they were called by the Holy Spirit, then the people laid hands on them.  Gal 1:1 shows that


Paul received no apostolic authority from men

      ‑
they were already involved in God's work when God called them to further work

   6‑
New Age is actually Old Age

   7-
the Christian faith is reasonable and rational.  One does not give up his intelligence when he


becomes a Christian.

   12-
note that it was not the miracle that amazed him, but the teaching!

13:13-14:25- note the pattern.  They preached, were persecuted, went to a new city and preached again.

   13‑
note that John Mark was not set apart, as Paul and Barnabas were

   16‑
evidently, it is OK to motion with your hands as you speak

   16‑41‑ this sermon is shades of Stephen's sermon

   22‑
see 1 Kings 2:11 for the length of David's reign (40 years).  Note: Egypt to Solomon = 573 years,


but 1 Kings 6:1 says 480 years, which is a 93 year difference, BUT see Judges 3:8, 3:14, 4:2‑3,


6:1, and 13:1.  These equal 8+18+20+7+40 = 93 years!  Paul's testimony is the total amount of


time, but 1 Kings 6:1 is God's tally, i.e. only the times when Israel was walking with Him.  This


can happen to us.  We can be put aside by the Lord for our disobedience.  see The Coming Prince


(p 82‑83), by Sir Robert Anderson

   48‑
"appointed"‑ the Gentiles were worthy of eternal life while the Jews were not

   52-
not "filled" but rather "full" of the Holy Spirit.  See Eph 5:18.

14:2‑
although there was much opposition, they stayed a long time

   6‑
although only 20 miles away, these cities were in a different province.  They were only part of


that province for 40 years, which is geographic confirmation of Biblical accuracy

   19,20- whether Paul was actually killed at this point and then raised from the dead, or whether he was


just badly injured, should not concern us.  It would still be a miracle that someone so badly injured


could get up, return to the city and continue traveling the next day.

   23‑
note: plurality of Elders in Acts 15:2,4,6,22,23 & 20:17.  Also see note at end of Hebrews

   27‑
the missionary report meeting

15:15‑17‑ 'James assured the council that God's program for Israel had not been abandoned by the coming


of Gentiles into the church' (Ryrie)

     36-
additional work for the evangelist.  The evangelist must preach to Gospel, ensure that new


believers are settled in the faith, and teach others how to witness.

16:1,2-
encouraging verses for mothers whose husbands are not believers.  Godly women can raise Godly


children

    2‑
like Elisha (1 Kings 19:19), Paul and Barnabas (Acts 12:25), Timothy was already busy in the


Lord's work. Note: it was not just Timothy's idea to take off and do the Lord's work.  Paul, an


older believer, decided to take him

   4‑
plurality of Elders

   21-
"us Romans" - see 16:12.  As a colony, the Philippians held Roman citizenship, which was much


valued.

   31-
note v34, the whole family believed!  So much for household or infant baptism.

17:22,23‑ Paul shows creativity (v23) and knowledge to provide effective examples (v28)

   28-
a quote from "Phaenomena" by Aratus.

   31-
the fact that the Lord Jesus was raised, is proof that He will also judge the world.  Why would an


unbeliever ever celebrate Easter, or show up in a church meeting at that time of the year?

18:24‑28‑ Apollos was a teacher, but his gift needed development

   26‑
the NIV is the only translation that indicates they took him home!  Rather, they "took him" [aside]


and explained. It would seem that this was a private conversation.

      -
a model of Biblical exhortation.  They corrected him where he was wrong, and instead of taking


offense, Apollos continued on in the Lord.

19:2‑
"when".  The KJV incorrectly has "since", seeming to make a post‑conversion experience the


norm

   6‑
the third and final mention of tongues in Acts

   19‑
the value of silver was $10,000, but if we consider that a drachma was one day's wages, and the


average person  today earns $30,000 a year, the value would be over $4 million dollars

   32-
this verse could describe many local churches today

20:7‑
meeting on the first day of the week.  Note that they did not meet for a sharing time, but for the


express purpose of breaking bread.  This verse also provides support for the idea that the New


Testament church had one combined meeting.  Since this is not a clearly laid out divine instruction,


I don't have too much of a problem with the idea of separating the meeting into several meetings


(e.g. mid week prayer), but if we are going to do so, we should emphasize the primacy of the


Breaking of Bread.

   17-
note that "elders" is in the plural, while "church" is singular

      -
it was a considerable distance from Ephesus to Miletus

   19,20- there is a cost to service.  Often it is the indifference and even resentment of the people of God.


But we must press on.

   20-
can our teachers actually claim this?  How do we respond when we hear something that we don't


want to hear.  Also see v27

   24-
finish the race of the Christian life, and the specific task or ministry that the Lord gives us.

      -
a good verse for anyone doing Christian work

   26-
perhaps a reference to Ezekiel 33:6

   28-
"shepherd" (verb form of the same word as "pastor"). Also see 1 Peter 5:2.  The elders should


have the gift of pastor/teacher

   28b-
a nice statement on the deity of Christ.

   29-
the church cannot come to terms with this kind of person. You cannot appease these people.

21:10‑
God did not use the 4 women to teach a man.  Instead, God brought another man (Agabus) to do


it.  But, within a more private setting (& with her husband), Prisilla taught Apollos

24:16-
the way to accomplish this is to deal with situations immediately.  Confess your sins to God and


man (the one you sinned against) and submit to God.

ch 26-
This whole chapter forms Paul's testimony, and discusses his life before Christ, his conversion,


and his life after conversion.  This is a good pattern for us when considering our own testimony,


and how to present it. Note: a testimony should glorify Christ.

28:25-
see the original reference to this quote in Isaiah 6:8, where it is the LORD that is spoken of.

Romans
The Holy Spirit is absolutely precise in matters of the doctrine of salvation

1:4-
should actually be "by a resurrection of dead persons". Not just referring to Christ's own


resurrection

   ‑
note: the resurrection was the final proof of the Father's pleasure with His Son.  also, the


resurrection was proof of Sonship, but Christ did not become the Son at the resurrection, for He is


referred to as the Son of God prior to the resurrection

  7-
"to be" is not in the Greek

  8-
"reported all over the world" - wherever Paul went, he heard good things about the faith of the


Christians in Rome.

  15-
this verse indicates that it is acceptable to preach the gospel to people who are already believers.


However some people take this verse and go beyond what it says: It is acceptable to preach the


Gospel to believers... you should preach the Gospel to Christians... you must preach the Gospel


to Christians... you must have a formal Gospel meeting every week... only churches that have


a weekly Gospel Meeting are being faithful to the Lord.

  17-
Ro 1:17-   THE RIGHTEOUS will live by faith


Gal 3:11-  the righteous WILL LIVE by faith


Heb 10:38- the righteous will live BY FAITH

  20-
see Psalm 8:1-3 and Psalm 19:1

3:1-
today, a similar statement can be made concerning those raised in a Christian home.  They are not


automatically saved, but they have many advantages

3:11-
"understands"- not only apprehends but takes action based on that understanding

  13,14-
note the imagery.  Throat (representing inward rottenness), tongues (desire to destroy others) and


lips (active destruction, making the rottenness a reality)

  23-
see Prov 20:9 and 1 Kings 8:46

    -
ALL means ALL!!!  Jew and Gentile, you and me

4:10-
the order of the Biblical narrative in Genesis is so important that Paul builds an argument on it


(i.e. first righteousness, then circumcision).

  15-
the Law brings wrath because we fail the Law

5:7,8‑
the contrast of the world's love & God's love

  11‑
"reconciliation" is mistranslated as "atonement" in the KJV.  The word "atonement" is not


found in the N.T.

  19‑
if all men were not made sinners through one man, then all men could not be saved by one man

  21-
compare the last verse of chapters 5, 6, 7 and 8

6:1-
this verse asks if sin is something desirable.  Verse 15 asks if sin is acceptable.

  3, 4-
speaking of Spirit baptism.  Water baptism is a picture of the reality done in the Spirit

  17-
doctrine is important!  See 2 Tim 2:15, 3:14,15 and Titus 1:9

  23‑
wages are what you earn.  Eternal life is a gift.

7:14-25- this passage is encouraging to the true believer who is struggling with sin.

ch 8-
the eternal security chapter of the Bible

8:1-
KJV follows the more recent manuscripts in adding "who walk not after the flesh, but after the


Spirit".  H.A. Ironside says that this qualifying clause was added due to 'man's innate aversion to


sovereign grace'.

  14‑
leading is a ministry of the Holy Spirit.  Also see John 14:26 & 16:12‑15 for teaching by the Spirit

  15-
"sonship"- in Christ, women are also considered as sons. In the O.T., it was unusual for women to


receive an inheritance.  In Christ, women receive a full inheritance.  Note that men will be part of


the bride of Christ.  This is a valid use of the concept that in Christ there is neither male or female


(Gal 3:28).

  23-
our bodies are not yet redeemed, but in view of v30, this redemption is certain

     -
not adoption as sons and daughters, but adopted as sons. Keep in mind the position of sons within


a Jewish family (and how the firstborn son received a double portion of the inheritance).  If this


seems sexist (which it shouldn't to a Bible believing Christian), we should keep in mind that the


Church (males and females together) are called the Bride of Christ.

  26‑
this can't refer to tongues. (1) it is the Spirit that is groaning, (2) words cannot express this (not


even a 'heavenly language')

  28-
not that we are predestined to be born again, but that all who are born again will be predestined to


be conformed to the image of Christ

  29‑
"likeness" = exact replica.  also 1 Cor 15:49 & Eph 1:5

    -
this is God's goal for our lives

    -
God's foreknowledge is one of the reasons why we cannot lose our salvation.  When God saves


us, he already knows all the sins we will commit in the future.

  30-
'"glorified".  The tense of this word shows that our future glorification is so certain that it can be


said to be accomplished.  Those who were foreknown will all be glorified without loss of a single


one' (Ryrie).  i.e. Eternal Security!

  31-
"for us".  This doesn't just mean that God is on our side, but also that God is in our place.

  33‑
for someone to be able to bring a charge against us means that someone is able to bring a charge


against the Lord Jesus.

ch9‑11‑
these chapters concern Israel

10:2-
this is a good description of many believers today.

   17-
if you want more faith, don't try to develop it in yourself, but rather, read the Bible.

11:14‑
the blessings to the Gentiles (church) occur to make Israel envious

    25‑
speaks out against the idea that God is finished with Israel, and that the church is 'spiritual Israel'

    26-
the Redeemer is one of Christ's titles.  Also see Isaiah 59:20,21

12:2‑
see 2 Cor 3:18

      -
if you want to know God's will, be a transformed, separated, committed Christian.

      -
God's word is God's will.  He does not usually lead us through circumstances, except as


circumstances remind us and point us to the Scriptures.

   6‑8‑
the discovery of spiritual gifts (1) initiated by prayer, (2) learned about by study, (3) indicated by


desire, (4) confirmed by ability, (5) confirmation aided by the opinions of mature believers, (6)

 
accompanied by blessings to others.  see note for Acts 18:24‑28

       -
if a local church has a lot of people with one gift and not too many with another gift, it is not


because God has made a mistake!  Look to see what God is doing in your local church and


through your local church. (Jack Baker)

   6-
"Spiritual gifts are not restricting.  They are enabling." (Jack Baker)

   8‑
"leadership"‑ see 1 Thess 5:12 & 1 Tim 3:4.  This gift is one that elders should have, though others


appointed to positions by the elders, may have this gift.  This does not mean that "leaders" in


the assembly can function independently of the elders.  The final authority is in the hands of


the elders.

     -
a man who is a successful leader in the world might not make a good leader in the church,


because leading in the church requires different leadership skills, and spiritual gift.  Worldly


position and ability have nothing to do with what spiritual gift the Spirit gives.

   11‑
the local church was the centre of life for N.T. believers

13:1-7-
this was written to church under persecution.  But also note Acts 4:1-23, esp. v19.  Also see 1


Peter 2:11-17.

   1‑
written when Nero was Emperor

   5-
God wants us to be submissive to the laws of Canada. Note: unbelievers are not looking to see if


we are committing major sins.  They know that we have put these aside.  They are looking for the


little details, like speed limits.  Note: they will judge us by the very standards that they themselves


do not want to keep.

14:1-
do not dispute on matters that God has not clearly indicated His mind.  If God does not care about


something (i.e. it is not a moral issue), then do not judge.  This verse does not give us special


permission to disobey God when He has clearly made His will known.

    6-
motive is in view here.  We cannot judge another person's motives.

    8-
an excellent summary of a Christian's view of life and death.

    17-
this is the heart of the argument given in chapter 14.  Christianity is not about what we eat and


drink (these matters are morally neutral), but about righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

    19-
see Hebrews 12:14

15:4-
the Scriptures themselves can be an encouragement to us.

    26‑
"contribution" = "fellowship" in Acts 2:42

16:5‑
"first convert" i.e. first fruits

   7‑
'"outstanding among the apostles". Better, "well known to the apostles"' (Ryrie)

   17-
see Titus 3:10.  It doesn't matter how good something sounds to us.  If it isn't taught by the Bible,


then avoid the one who is teaching.

   20-
peace is a quality of God.  In order to ensure ultimate and final peace, conflict is necessary.


There is no contradiction here, just as there is no contradiction with a loving God sending people to


hell.

   23-
"hospitality" - some day, I want people to be able to say this about me!

1 Corinthians
‑
note: despite the awful problems at Corinth, one man rule is never suggested

-
"a bad assembly can be a very good school even today" (J.B. Nicholson Jr.)

1:2‑
the teachings of this book are binding on all Christians Also see 4:17, 11:16, and 14:33

    -
a definition of the local and universal church.  "church of God" i.e. the church that has its origin


from God and belonging to God.  Also see Romans 16:16.

  3,4-
in verse 3 Paul wishes them "grace and peace", and in verse 4 he gives thanks for the grace given


them.  Could this be because the Corinthian church did not have the peace of God (of course,


all believers have peace with God, but the peace of God is a different matter).

  4‑
"given you" and in v6 "confirmed" are both aorist tense

  7‑
speaking of God's provision, and not their use of that provision.

    -
speaking of God's provision, and not their use of that provision. 'gifts in themselves are not


preservative' (H.A. Ironside).

  10‑
congregational unity is being discussed, and not denominational unity

  11-
note that this was not an anonymous letter.  We must be responsible for our words and actions.

  12‑
"I follow Christ"‑ perhaps some people were trying to separate the teachings of Christ from the


teachings of the apostles, saying in effect, 'I don't have to follow you apostles, because I follow


Christ', or perhaps some were implying that they alone were following Christ

    ‑
perhaps discussing their attempts to make Paul, etc., and Christ, to be the leaders of these


factions, when in fact, Paul, etc., and Christ would not tolerate their denominational (party) spirit

    ‑
a condemnation of denominationalism.  Those claiming loyalty to Christ were actually loyal to


their own opinions

    -
the reasons behind this division are not given. Evidently, the reason for the division was minor or


was a difference of personality, because Paul does not give corrective teaching.

  17-31-  the fact that in our witnessing we parade out celebrities and important people who seem to have


converted, shows just where our own hearts are - on wealth and worldly influence.

  17‑19‑  God does not use logic to save, but faith in the Lord through the Gospel message

  22‑
some churches are like this today, (1) demanding entertainment and miracles, (2) demanding


wisdom and education (or a seminary degree)

  25‑31‑
what is really in view is submission.  The "wise" man cannot accept that God is greater than him,


and thus he cannot turn his life over to God

2:1‑
"testimony" might actually be "mystery".  Greek manuscript P46 has "mysterion" rather than


"martyrion" which is what the NIV follows

  2‑
see Gal 3:1

  8‑
can be understood 2 ways.  If they had known God better, they might not have crucified Christ.


Then again, if they had known God's plans for the crucifixion, they may have tried to thwart


God's plan by refusing to crucify Christ.

  9-
man cannot understand God through his natural senses.  Romans 1 indicates that we can know


about God, but it does not indicate that we can know God.

  13-
not that thoughts were inspired and it was left up to men to explain as best they could!  The very


words of Scripture are inspired by God!

    -
a strong verse on verbal inspiration.

3:1-
division in the church is carnality (Jack Baker)

  12-15-  it is the quality of our work that counts, not the quantity.  We are responsible for faithfulness,


while success is God's responsibility.

  12‑
"gold" speaking of deity‑ how well do we know God through His word.  How well do we worship


God.  "silver" speaking of redemption‑ the Gospel, and how faithfully we spread it.  "costly stones"


speaking of God's people‑ the building up of the church.

     ‑
"wood, hay or straw" are not necessarily sinful things, but they are worthless and inferior

     -
"hay" - see 1 Peter 1:24.

  14-
if it were not for the doctrine of eternal security, it would be impossible for us to do good works,


because every action would be done with the selfish motive of trying to earn or maintain our


salvation.  It is only through the doctrine of eternal security, that we are once for all free from


doing works to gain salvation.

  16,17-
speaking of a local church.  Note corporate indwelling and that the local church is one of the


temples mentioned in Scripture.  God will not favour our efforts to divide or destroy the church.

ch 3‑4
note: chapter 3 discusses how we shouldn't exalt our leaders, while chapter 4 says that we


shouldn't despise them

4:5‑
only the Lord can judge motives and what is hidden in the darkness

   ‑
"hidden in the darkness"‑ considering the context of receiving praise, this probably doesn't refer to


sin, but to good things done secretly

   6-
although the carnal would set up factions, the bond between Paul and Apollos was so strong


that Paul could use Apollos as an example without fear of giving offence.

5:2‑
since the woman is not mentioned, she was probably not a Christian

  3‑5‑
a meeting of the Local Church‑ the discipline meeting

  11‑
these people must be kicked out of the church

    -
'This does not mean only the Lord's Supper but every occasion of Christian fellowship, public or


private.  The believer under discipline is put outside the fellowship of God's people' (D. Norbie)

    -
slander is grounds for disfellowship.  What would our local church be like if we took this verse


seriously.

  12,13‑
we must judge those within the church

6:13‑
"and the Lord for the body".  The Lord's concern for us extends even to our physical bodies

  16-
it would seem from this verse, that sexual intercourse constitutes marriage in God's eyes

  18‑
see Gen 39:10

ch 7‑
according to John MacArthur, marriage is for procreation (Gen 1:28), pleasure (Prov 5:18,19),


partnership (Gen 2:18), a picture (Eph 5:23‑32) and for purity (1 Cor 7:2)

7:1‑
margin reading is more correct

   ‑
could be a quotation from the letter the Corinthians sent to Paul

   -
see Prov 18:22 and 19:14

  4‑
the decision to avoid sex must be for a limited time (v5), and must be by mutual consent.  One


partner cannot deprive the other partner

  7‑
"this" and "that".  Perhaps implying that marriage and celibacy are both gifts

   ‑
wishing the impossible for the sake of emphasis.  see 14:5 concerning tongues

  15-
it is not divorce or remarriage that is in view here, but peace within a household.  If the unbeliever


wants to leave, let them.  The believer is not required to desperately try and prevent them from


leaving.  In this case, for the believer to remain unmarried carries two possible benefits.  (1) there


is always the possibility of a reconciliation and the subsequent salvation of the unbeliever, and (2)


the believer completely avoids the possibility of sin (the whole issue of divorce is one that


perplexes the best teachers, and it is safest to avoid remarriage.  This may be very hard!  Of


course, there is always the possibility that the Lord will solve this problem by killing the


unbeliever)

  39‑
NASB, KJV, NKJV and Darby all have "only in the Lord". This person must be a believer, but


also this marriage must be in the Lord's will, and subject to His authority

  40‑
considering 1 Tim 5:11‑15, this advice is likely given to older widows.

ch 8-
note that this is dealing with non-moral matters.  God doesn't care which path we take, so our next


question is, "how will this affect others".  Note that if God does express an opinion on a matter, we


can't just say "If I obey the Bible, my actions will offend others, so I must disobey the Bible."  (If a


person is offended by the cross, headcoverings, the existence of Hell, etc., then let them be


offended)

8:1-
"knowledge puffs up..."  This verse is often taken out of context.  Read verse 10 to understand


what knowledge is referred to.  It is not referring to a knowledge of God and the Scriptures!

   -
in a way, this is applicable to us in North America - T.V. dinners :-)

   ‑
however the knowledge of God is in no way bad.  see Hosea 4:6.

   -
note that v3 indicates that this love is directed toward God.

  4‑
see Psalm 115:4‑7

  9-
my life can be a stumbling block for other Christians, or a stepping stone for them up to a higher


and better Christian life

   -
this is the essence of the chapter

  12‑
it is sin to stumble your brother, even if that activity itself is not actually wrong

  13‑
'it is the principle of love voluntarily regulating liberty' (Ryrie).  note: this is different than if others


insisted he not eat meat.  This is not legalism.  It is a personal choice based on love, and not a


man‑made command imposed by others on Paul.

ch 9‑
this is an example of Christian liberty in Paul's life

9:9‑
the O.T. is applicable to us today.  This verse is more relevant to us than to the Jews (L.M.


Grant)

  14-
although commended workers often follow a different path than Paul (who would take secular


employment if necessary) our present notion of a full time worker (who will not take up secular


employment until his commendation is withdrawn) is valid.  They can expect that all of their


support will be received from the believers.  This puts a great responsibility on the commending


assembly, and the believers who are ministered to.

  25-
how strict is my training?  This doesn't refer to our ministry, but the training we do (such as Bible


Study and prayer)

  27-
referring to a loss of reward, not a loss of salvation

10:6-
the importance of the O.T. in the life of the N.T. believer.  Also see v11.  Also see 1 Cor 9:9 for a


verse which is more relevant for us than for O.T. believers. Also consider Messianic psalms,


Hebrews, and Christ's words on the road to Emmaus.

   12‑
the danger of being overconfident.  see Prov 16:18

   16‑
"participation" = KOINONIA, which is the same word as "fellowship" in Acts 2:42 (Strong's #


2842), and see Romans 15:26 "contribution"

   23-
everything that we do should be edifying.  A Christian who goes around saying, "What's wrong


with it" is in real spiritual trouble.  The real question is "What's right with this activity"!

   24‑
Don't seek your own edification, and this includes tongues

   29‑
'If I have liberty, let me express it in such a way that the other man's conscience will not judge it'


(L.M. Grant)

   31‑
for ways to give glory, see commentary by MacArthur, p244

   32‑
the Church is distinct from Israel, since it is different than the Jews or the Gentiles

ch 11‑
Headship, and the demonstration of this truth through headcovering is a general principle, and does


not just apply to husbands and wives.  To suggest that only married women should wear


headcoverings does not make sense, because the words "husband" and "wife" do not appear


anywhere in 1 Cor 11:1-16.  Of course, from Ephesians 5:22-24, headship within the marriage


relationship is shown, and it would seem that married women have an additional reason for


wearing a headcovering (i.e. to show that they desire to be submissive to their husbands).

     -
if we are going to do away with the symbol of the headcovering, then we may as well do away


with the bread and wine as well.  Note: headship is representative of the whole divine order.

11:3‑
authority comes by submission to authority.  If I am not in submission to Christ, I do not have the


authority to be the man and leader in the home, that I should be.  It is unrealistic to expect my wife


to be submissive to me, if I am unsubmissive to Christ (although a spectacularly Godly woman


may choose to be submissive anyway).  Note: you can't reject one of these forms of submission


without rejecting all of them.

     -
to suggest that women are inferior to men is FALSE DOCTRINE, because that is to imply that


Christ is inferior to the Father.

     -
whether we are a man or a woman, Christ is the perfect example for us.

   4-
it is often said that headcoverings were cultural.  But this verse shows that they weren't


Orthodox Jews had to cover their heads when they prayed, but here is Paul (a Hebrew of


Hebrews and a 
Pharisee- Phil 3:5) stating strongly that a man must not cover his head when he


prays or prophesies!  His arguments concerning headcoverings are not cultural, a fact reinforced


by 1 Cor 1:2.

   5‑
"dishonours her head"‑ her physical head, and also her husband (her spiritual head).  This is reason


number one why women should wear a headcovering.  Reason number two is given in Heb 13:17


- that we are to obey our leaders (i.e. the elders in a local church).  If for no other reason, a


woman should wear a headcovering in order to show her submission to the elders in the


assembly.  Wearing a headcovering is not a prerequisite for being received into fellowship;


submitting to the elders is.

    ‑
see note by Ryrie.  It is also possible that it refers to women praying or prophesying in a


non‑mixed setting

    -
we should not concentrate on the praying and prophesying in this passage.  It is headship that is in


view here, not women's roles.  The Holy Spirit will provide teaching specifically on women's roles


in chapter 14

   6‑
this verse would not make sense if the covering here is her hair!  It must be some type of hat.

   6-10-
none of these reasons are cultural, and none are talking about the so called prostitutes of Corinth.

   8-
the headship order existed prior to the fall.  Also see note on Genesis 3:16.

   10‑
"angels" witnessed Lucifer's rebellion, and are now looking for submission.  also see Eph 3:10.

      ‑
the man represents Christ, and the woman represents the Church.  By wearing a headcovering


she shows respect for the position Christ occupies, and that she accepts the position God has


given her.  A woman is also covering her glory out of respect for Christ.

     -
the argument is sometimes given, 'but God looks at the heart'.  This is true, but are angels able to


look at the heart?  Or is the only thing that they see the actual physical disobedience.

   14-
can a man claim that his heart is right with God if he has long hair?!

   15-
Ryrie says, 'This is not the same word as that used in vv. 5-6.  The point here is that as the hair


represents the proper covering in the natural realm, so the veil is the proper covering in the


religious'.

   15,16- note: this chapter would not make sense if hair was all that was required, or if this matter was


optional.

   16-
note that the KJV is somewhat misleading.  This verse is not teaching that this doctrine is to be


discarded if people want to disagree!

   17-34- The Lord's Supper is:



-a command to be kept



-a reminder (remembrance) to people with forgetful hearts



-a privilege



-a responsibility

   20‑
see 14:26‑ free participation in meetings

   24-
prayer: occupation with our needs praise: occupation with our thankfulness and blessings


worship: occupation with the Lord Himself

     -
sometimes people raise the question, "how can I know that I am in the will of the Lord?"  One


answer is, that we know we are in the will of the Lord when we gather with other Christians to


break bread.

   25‑
in remembrance of Him.  Not in remembrance of our thankfulness & blessings, and not


necessarily in remembrance of His works (e.g. salvation), but in remembrance of Him!

     ‑
see Matt 26:26‑ breaking bread was a direct command

   28‑
if you feel that you should not partake, then you need to confess, so confess and partake

   29‑
referring to saved persons.  "judgment" is the same basic word as "judged" in v32.  KJV


incorrectly says "damnation"!  In verse 32, "condemned" is the same basic word as Romans 8:1

   30‑
note: this happened in this dispensation.  It could happen today!  In fact, God seems to do this on a


regular basis.

     -
some people think that they have to protect the Lord's table, but it would seem that the Lord


Himself does a rather thorough job of this.

12:1‑
"now"‑ see 11:18

    ‑
"spiritual gifts"‑ the word here is not CHARISMA. also in 14:1.  The word is PNEUMATIKOS


(i.e. spirituals). The word "gifts" is not in the Greek.

   4-6-
a reference to the Trinity.

   4-7-
there are different gifts.  Within each gift, there are different ministries (evangelism -crowds, one


or one, street work, children, etc.), and different working or events (i.e. some have great 'success'


and some don't seem to have great 'success').  Also note Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

   7‑11‑
note: temporary gifts could not be faked.  They were not qualities that every Christian should


possess in some measure.  Every Christian should have all of the permanent gifts, in some


measure

       -
In this passage, as well as in Romans 12 and Ephesians 4, when gifts are mentioned, so is unity.

   7‑
each believer has a manifestation of the Spirit.  Each of these show the Spirit, and thus none of


these shows a greater manifestation.  They are given for the common good, and not for personal


glory

    -
"no servant of God is capable of appraising his own service" (H.A.I.)

   11‑
the Spirit is sovereign in the distribution of gifts

   13‑
the purpose of the baptism was to put the Jews and the Greeks into one body.  Note: Matthew


3:11 indicates that Christ does the baptizing, so "with" might be the best translation

   14‑26‑ often the body can survive without the parts that are seen (e.g. hands), but we simply cannot


survive without unseen internal parts (e.g. heart and liver)

   26-
see Joshua 7 and Achan's sin

   28‑
an apostle must have seen the Lord‑ 1 Cor 9:1

     ‑
see 2 Peter 2:1, concerning prophets

     ‑
"administration" is the same word as pilot in Acts 27:11.

   31‑
Greek allows for the margin reading, "But you are eagerly desiring".  If the margin reading is


incorrect, then this must be speaking to a whole local church.  See 'The Corinthian Catastrophe'


p31

ch 13-
this chapter discusses love as it relates to service in the assembly

13:1‑
Angels are always seen to be using the languages of the men they talk to.  Note: how many


different angelic languages could there be?  ONE!  The angels never had a tower of Babel

   6‑
the ecumenical movement, in dropping truth, misunderstands true love.

   8‑
prophecies‑ they will be abolished‑ passive voice


knowledge‑ it will be abolished‑ passive voice



‑they were to be rendered of no effect after their temporary use was fulfilled (W.E. Vine)


tongues‑ they will cease‑ middle voice



‑ a willing rest (Vine)



‑ in and of themselves

   10‑
could refer to the completion of the canon of Scripture, or possibly to the second coming of Christ.


If it refers the second coming, then see Eph 4:12,13

14:1‑
see note on 12:1

   2‑
Suggestion by John MacArthur‑ singular use of the word "tongue" (e.g. 14:2) is ecstatic gibberish,


while the plural form (e.g. 14:5) is the real gift.  There are many types of real languages, but only


one type of gibberish.

   4‑
"edifies himself"‑ not a statement of fact, but a criticism

   5‑
see 7:7

    ‑
but Paul realized this was not God's will (12:30)

   9,10‑
prophecy and knowledge will end when perfection comes (i.e. completion of Canon).  Tongues


would cease in and of themselves (after judgment was completed in 70 AD., After this time,


there was no need for a sign to the nation of Israel)

   10‑
see David Boyd Long, 'What the Bible teaches about the Gift of Tongues), p28‑30

   20‑22‑ the only place in the Bible that discusses the purpose of tongues, i.e. a sign of judgment to Israel,


and not a sign to the Church.

   20-
lets not spend our time studying evil (cults, occult, etc.), but rather study the Bible and remember


Phil 4:8

   21‑
see Deut 28:49 and Isaiah 28:11,12

   22,23‑ in verse 22, tongues are said to be a sign for unbelieving Israel, and not for the church.  In verse


23, if some unbelieving Gentile comes in, he will think that you are out of your minds.  Tongues


were never meant to be a warning to Gentiles, and they would not understand the significance.

   26-
note from Ryrie, 'Free participation in the service is indicated by this verse, but not to the point of


disorder.'

   27‑30‑ note the self control

   27‑
see suggestion by MacArthur (note on 14:2).  He says that this is the one exception (a real


language but singular form) because it is one man speaking in one language

   29‑
"weigh carefully"‑ i.e. see if there are any obvious errors or contradictions in the prophesy, and


whether it agrees with the apostolic teaching

     ‑
"others" likely refers to the other prophets

     ‑
see 2 Peter 2:1 concerning prophesy

   33‑
"congregations" = EKKLESIA

   33,34- these verses would not have been needed if only one man (the Pastor) was allowed to speak.

 
Clearly any gifted or worshipping brother was permitted to speak. 

   33,40‑ this is not true of the modern tongues movement.  There is no order, settled peace, or obedience


to 14:27‑35. Wild emotionalism holds sway.

   34‑
the word for "remain silent" (SIGAO, Strong's # 4601), is the same word as is found in Verses 28


and 30.  It would not make sense for the concept of chattering to be used in these verses.


Furthermore, "speak" (Strong's # 2980) is the same word as in v 21, 28, 29.  This can't refer to


chattering, especially v21!

     -
if a woman speaks during meetings of the church, she is usurping a man's role.  If a man refuses


to ever offer audible worship, he is usurping a woman's role.

   40-
see 14:33

     -
this verse is often abused!  We are not left to our own sense of taste and decorum to decide what


is fitting and orderly, but must follow the directives of Scripture to find out what is fitting and


orderly.  Too often people will be offended by something, cannot find a Scripture that supports


them, and so they will bring out this verse

15:1‑
Christianity is not 'eternal fire insurance'.  It is placing all of your eggs in one basket, staking all on


Christ.  If Christianity is not true, you are doomed

   4-
the importance of the resurrection is explained in the rest of the chapter.  The resurrection is


absolutely essential to the gospel message.

   7‑
perhaps referring to the 12 again, seeing him a second time

   10‑
see Col 1:29

   12‑22‑ the resurrection is the hinge on which Christianity turns.  The resurrection is the guarantee of our


resurrection

   20‑28‑ forms a parenthesis

   33-
see Prov 13:20

   33-
a quote from "Thais" by Menander

   49‑
encouragement!  see 1 Thess 4:18

   58-
in light of the rapture, stand firm

16:1,2‑
giving is to be regular, through the local church, as God prospers, confidentially, cheerfully ( 2 Cor


9).  All belongs to God (Deut 8:17,18), and we are stewards

        -
the Bible not only gives instructions on the principle of giving, but also in the methods (i.e. how to


apply the principles).

   12‑
note that Paul did not use apostolic authority to order Apollos.  Apollos had to be free to follow


whatever call God gave him

   22,23‑ not a universal blessing!

