Bible Notes - 2 Corinthians to Revelation

2 Corinthians
1:2-
not the grace that saves, but the grace that sustains (HAI)

   3-
see note on John 14:16.  The Son and the Spirit come along side us and the Father gives us


comfort.  Note that in 1 Tim 2:5, "mediator" does not refer to a comforting ministry, but rather


it refers to one who communicates between God and man by being a representative of both.

  11-
one of the reasons for corporate prayer is so that many can join together in praise for answered 
prayer.

  21,22-
eternal security

2:7-
note that we must not say, "I forgive you" to a person who has not repented.  Many people are


sorry that they got caught, but not sorry for what they did!

  17-
a Christian should never copyright anything that they produce which is meant to be of spiritual 
worth.

3:1‑
those who are well known to a church do not need a letter. see 1 Cor 16:3 to realize that Paul was 
not opposed to letters of introduction

  5‑
when He chooses a vessel, He provides the ability

  6-
not referring to the New Testament Scripture, but referring to the Old Testament Law!

  13‑
the veil was an illustration that under the Law, man could not look upon or enjoy, in any way, the 
Glory of God

  18‑
see Romans 12:2

4:4-
the gospel of the glory of Christ, which includes the gospel of the salvation of man.  This is


the message we must preach!  Instead of asking people "do you want to go to hell?", we


should ask "do you want to worship Jesus Christ for all eternity, starting today?"

  7‑
it is not the jars of clay which are emphasized, but rather the treasure.  The less value the jars


have, the more the value of the treasure is emphasized

  9‑
"but not abandoned"‑ this gives us the big reason we can continue

  16‑18‑
for more encouragement, see 4:8,9,  1:8‑11,  1 Cor 15:49, 1 Thess 4:18, 1 Cor 10:13, 2 Cor 5:1‑5,  
7:6, and 1 John 2:17

  17‑
consider the troubles that Paul is referring to as light and momentary

5:8-
there is no intermediary step, such as purgatory.

  10‑
also see Romans 14:10‑12,  1 Cor 3:12‑15 and 1 Cor 4:4,5 

  18-
"ministry of reconciliation" through the preaching of the Gospel

  20‑
"ambassadors" refers to the apostles, and not to every believer

6:14‑
see Ezra 9, 1 Cor 7:39, Ezra 10, Mal 2:11,12 and Neh 13:23-27

     -
this statement also provides words concerning a proper and equal yoke: "righteousness",


"fellowship", "harmony", "in common" and "agreement

7:8-12-
note that these verses apply to the topic of church discipline.

  10‑
sin should make us feel miserable

    -
sorrow by itself is not repentance.  Repentance is described in 2 Chronicles 7:14, Ezekiel 33:18,19, 
Isaiah 1:16,17, 55:6,7, and Jonah 3:10.

ch 8‑
principles for giving.  also see Phil 4:18 for giving as act of worship, and 1 Cor 16:1,2, and Gal 
6:6

8:1-15-
communism says, "what's yours is mine".  Christianity says, "what's mine is yours" (J.B 
Nicholson Jr.).

  8‑
Paul is stirring up proper motives, rather than simply commanding them to give

  12-
God doesn't care how much you give.  He cares about how much we keep.  If your income is a 
million dollars a year and you are giving $900,000 and year, you are still keeping too much.

    -
God cares more about giving than he does about receiving (i.e. he doesn't care about how much 
money he receives, but he does care about how and why it is given).

  14‑
note that Paul is not personally begging for money.  He is giving instruction on the topic of giving, 
especially to poor saints

9:7-
"God loves a cheerful giver".  The Greek word for "cheerful" is HILAROS (Strong's #2431).  
Note that this does not mean that God loves a hilarious giver.  We cannot take a Greek word that 
is 2000 years old, see how it has changed and evolved into a modern English word, and then 
impose the modern English meaning onto the ancient Greek.

10:8‑
"building you up"‑ one of the purposes of apostleship

    ‑
note: while no other apostle gives such a clear testimony about his authority, yet it is Paul and his


teachings that so many attack.  Indeed, Peter confirmed Paul's authority (2 Peter 3:16).  But the 
Spirit of God has left no excuse for those who want to doubt Paul

11:8-
note that this is an example of the bond of love that existed in the early church.  There was no


formal bond between churches, or committees and organizations arranging support for workers,


or giving aid to the other churches.  This giving was an independent act of the heart, prompted


directly by the Lord.

   4‑
this describes the New Age movement

   14,15- just as sin masquerades as something desirable, so false teachers will appear friendly and loving.

   23‑28‑ see Psalm 121:2

12:2‑
verse 7 seems to indicate that this man was Paul himself

   4‑
Paul wasn't permitted to tell of his vision.  What should we think of those people today, who have 
visions and are willing to tell us about them for a certain amount of money?!!

   7‑
the gift of healing was not used to heal Paul, if indeed the thorn was a physical illness

    -
the closer we get to God, the more self righteous the sin nature gets, so that we begin to take pride 
in our position, maturity, holiness, etc.  Also, we begin to confuse our opinions with Scriptural


truth, and seek to justify our misbehaviour.

   12‑
see Acts 5:12

13:14-
a reference to the Trinity.

Galatians
1:1‑
see Acts 13:2,3

    -
"men" - 'any body of men who might be assumed to have authority to appoint apostles'


"man" - 'any person who might act on behalf of such a body' (Hogg and Vine)

  2‑
Paul has no compliment for them

  4-
an interesting one verse explanation of the Gospel.  Also see 2:16.

  6‑8‑
sounds like the New Age

  9-
repetition of the curse from v8 indicates the deliberate and unemotional nature of this statement 
(Hogg and Vine)

  10-
"servant" = DOULOS (i.e. a bondservant or slave).  This word indicates a servant as viewed in 
his relationship to his master (Hogg and Vine)

  11-
"know" = GNORIZO.  This word can refer to communicating the unknown or reminding people of 
things they already know (as in 1 Cor 15:1)  (Hogg and Vine)

  17-
"immediately" is an elastic term.  It is not used absolutely, because Paul spent time preaching in 
Damascus.  It is used to indicate that he did not stop and take time to learn from and consult the 
apostles and other believers in Jerusalem.

2:5-
there are some issues on which we absolutely cannot compromise.

   6-
"who seemed to be important..." - not putting down those people who had God given authority, but 
referring to those who had no real authority, or possibly to those who would unduly magnify the 
authority of real apostles.

    -
"were" - possibly a reference to the idea that only those who had actually walked with the Lord 
Jesus could have authority.  Note that Paul did see the Lord Jesus, but it was in a post-ascension 
appearance.

  9-
note that James is mentioned before Peter.  The fact that James offered Paul fellowship becomes


important in verse 12.  Paul's support did not simply come from one small faction in the church.

  17-
"sinners" i.e. having missed the mark.  This verse speaks of the suprising discovery that a Jew


might come to: it is not only Gentiles that miss the mark.

    -
"Absolutely not" - KJV says "God forbid" even though "theos" is not found in the original Greek.


Here, this statement repudiates a wrong inference based on correct premises.

  13-
even experienced Christian workers can be led astray.

  20-
KJV says "I am crucified" but it is actually in the perfect tense, and thus it is more properly


rendered as "I have been..." as in the NIV and NASB

  21-
"Christ died for nothing" - the obvious conclusion if righteousness could be gained through the law

3:1-
expressing indignation and not contempt

  5‑
see Hebrews 2:4

  6-
see Romans ch 4.

  16-
we must be careful as we study the Bible.  This particular argument is built upon the fact that


the word "seed" in the O.T. is in the singular and not in the plural.

  17-
the "covenant" was that given to Jacob in Genesis 46:3.  The Israelites were in Egypt for 430


years, and the Law came 3 months after they left Egypt.

  24-
a good statement concerning the purpose of the Old Testament Law

  26-
not as sons and daughters, but all sons.  In ancient Israel, only sons received part of the


inheritance, although in unusual circumstances, a daughter might receive a portion (Job 42:15,


Num 27:8).

  28‑
with regard to position in Christ, there is no male or female.  There are still male and female roles


and duties or else any advice to husbands and wives would be meaningless.  See Col 3:11

    -
see Romans 8:15 and the note

    -
1 Timothy 2 reinforces the idea of distinct roles for men and women.

4:4,5-
the Only Begotten and the adopted sons are in seperate categories.

  24-26- Ishmael and Hagar represent the Law and the attitude that says, "I can't trust God's


promises and I have to do it myself."

5:20-     discord is forbidden in the same list as idolatry, etc. Discord within the Universal Church

 
(denominationalism) and within the local church (especially at the Breaking of Bread) is forbidden


and is a product of the flesh, not the Spirit.  The Spirit does not move two brothers to speak at the


same time

  22,23-
The Fruit of the Spirit, i.e. Christ likeness.

       ‑
"kindness" = CHRESTOTES, and refers to a kindly goodness, whereas "goodness" = 
AGATHOSUNE, which signifies moral quality (with perhaps a stern goodness that does things for 
people 'for their own good'). "gentleness" = PRAUTES, which refers to inward reality rather than 
outward action.  PRAUTES is a lack of struggle against God and thus gentleness in accepting all 
as His will.

       ‑
also see Col 3:12

6:1‑
"gently"‑ NASB has "spirit of gentleness" and KJV has "spirit of meekness"

   -
perhaps tempted by the same problem, but perhaps tempted by pride and self-justification.

  2‑
also see 1 Cor 12:25,26

  2,5-
verse 2 refers to extra burdens, perhaps due to sin, while verse 5 refers to the normal burdens


of the Christian life.

  4-
to compare ourselves with others in an invalid measure. We must look at ourselves and consider 
where we could be

    -
"test" is in the continuous tense.  This is not an isolated act, but an ongoing process.

  10-
the believers are not just as close to us as family, they are our family.

  14-
see Jeremiah 9:23,24

     -
we talk about those things that are most important to us. The Christian should spend most of his 
time talking about Jesus Christ, and not about school, work, vacations, home, cottage, car, spouse, 
children, etc.

     -
see Matt 12:34.

  17-
the letter starts with an affirmation of Paul's apostolic authority, and ends with a statement


concerning the life he had lived.  The first is the theological and the second is the practical.

  18-
just as Paul had no praise for them at the beginning of the book, he has no personal comments at 
the end, which might dilute the force of his letter.

Ephesians
MAIN THEME: THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH

1:1‑
Sinaiticus, Vaticanus and P46 do not have "in Ephesus"

  2-
"peace".  Peace with God, and the peace of God

  1‑14‑
spiritual blessings‑ (1) chosen, v4; (2) predestined, v5; (3) redemption, v7; (4) made known the 
mystery, v9; (5) included, v13; (6) marked, v13; (7) grace, v6; (8) we are able to praise God's 
glory, v12

  3‑14‑
these are all one sentence in the Greek

      -
note: 
- 3-5-   the past, dealing with election- the Father



- 6-11-  the present, dealing with redemption- the Son



- 12-14- the future, dealing with inheritance- the Spirit

  4‑
"holy and blameless" = set apart and without blemish

   ‑
when considering election, remember Isaiah 55:8,9. See John 3:16‑ 'The whosoever wills are the 
elect, and the whosoever won't are the non‑elect' (D.L. Moody)

  5‑
predestined to be adopted as sons, not predestined to salvation.  Also see Romans 8:29

  6,12,14‑ the ultimate purpose of grace is the Glory of God

  7‑
"redemption"‑ see Romans 7:14 and 1 Cor 7:22,23. Formerly slaves to sin, and now slaves to 
Christ

   ‑
"sins" = lapse (Strong's # 3900)

   ‑
"God's grace"‑ i.e. God's sovereignty working on our behalf

  10‑
"times will have reached their fulfillment", 'Better, for a stewardship (or dispensation) of the 
fullness of the times' (Ryrie).

    ‑
universal dominion, not universal domination

  11‑
see Romans 8:28

  12‑
we are trophies of God's grace, showing what He can do with such unlikely materials (W.


MacDonald)‑ see 2 Thess 1:12

  13,14-
eternal security

  15-
because of the great blessing which believers have

  18‑
Christ's inheritance, not ours!  see Ch 5, Christ is looking forward to receiving the Church

    -
know 3 things - "hope", "riches" and "power"

  18,19‑
3 things Paul prays about‑ hope, riches and power

  19‑
"great power" = DUNAMIS‑ inherent ability


"working" = ENERGEIA‑ the power of God in the resurrection of Christ


"strength" = KRATOS‑ manifested power which overcomes resistance


"mighty" = ISCHUS‑ inherent strength


i.e. four separate words for power, all used in one sentence!

  19,20-
this same power is available for us.

  20‑
see Romans 1:4‑ Christ's perfection's are in view here

  21‑
reference to angels is shown by Eph 3:10 and 6:12.  also note Col 1:16; 2:10; 2:15;  Titus 3:1

2:2‑
'every unregenerate man is in a very real sense under the power of Satan' (D. Gooding).  Also 
see Col 1:13, Acts 26:18 and 2 Cor 4:3,4.  Although demon possession 'is an extreme form of 
spiritual bondage'.

  8,9‑
you can ask God for a free pardon, or you can demand a fair trial

  9,10-
verse 9 speaks of works before we were saved, and is contrasted by verse 10, which discusses 
the works we should do now that we are saved.  So the 'gap' between Paul and James is not as 
great as the skeptics would like to make out.

  11‑22‑
these verses deal with reconciliation

  14‑
one body of believers.  i.e. the Church

  15‑
"the two" i.e. Jew and Gentile

  18-
a reference to the Trinity.

  20,21‑
perhaps the apostles are not the foundation, but Christ is the foundation which they laid (i.e. Christ 
being the foundation of the Apostles and prophets).  1 Cor 3:11 speaks of Christ as the sole 
foundation.

     ‑
note: the foundation has been laid, and apostles and prophets are no longer needed to keep laying 
the foundation.  see 2 Peter 2:1

     -
perhaps this verse refers to apostleship and prophesy as being foundational gifts.

3:6-
heirs together, members together, sharers together

  10‑
see 1 Cor 11:10

    -
"through the church".  The church is God's means of working on earth.  No parachurch 
organizations are found in the Bible

  17-
"dwell".  These people were already Christians.  Paul wants Christ to be at home in their hearts.

  18-
4 dimensions are given.

  21-
To glorify God- the purpose of the Church

4:1‑
'The true effort of the Christian life is not to attain "the calling wherewith we are called", but to 
walk worthy of it' (Sir R. Anderson‑ Types pg. 111).

  3-
we cannot get unity by pretending divisions do not exist, but rather, through removing the source


of division.

  4-6-
there are 7 aspects to unity.  Each aspect is God- centered.  Even the idea of one body, has Christ 
as it's head.  Note the reference to the Trinity (Spirit, Lord, God & Father).

  4-
"one body"- see Romans 12:5

  6-
we are not only indwelt by the Son and the Spirit, but also by the Father.

  8‑
he lead captivity captive.  He took captivity to sin and lead it captive (i.e. a triumphal procession


of victory.  also note 2 Cor 2:14

  11‑
"pastor" is the same word as shepherd.  "pastors and teachers"‑ Walvoord believes that this was


one gift 

    ‑
"apostles" and "prophets"‑ see Eph 2:20.  These were temporary gifts.  Note 2 Cor 12:12‑ signs


and wonders characterized the apostles

    -
"pastor" is the same word as "shepherd" (Strong's number 4166).

    -
speaking gifts (v11) are foundational to the other serving gifts (v12).

    -
see note on 1 Tim 3:1.  Elders must be pastors

  15-
In counseling, an elder must point people to Christ, rather than using their own wisdom.  An elder


must not take all the problems of the assembly on himself or have people lean on him, but he must


show people how to lean on Christ.

     -
this verse does not give us permission to blast people, but does indicate that we should talk about


the things that divide us in a loving way.

  30‑
"sealed for the day of redemption"‑ Eternal Security

5:3‑
we must only do those things that will aid us in holiness.  What books, magazines, songs, TV


programs, etc, do we put into our minds?  How do these things help us toward holiness?

  12‑
we shouldn't talk about the sins of unbelievers (e.g. "I remember when my roommate...")

  14‑
see Rev 3:1,2‑ this verse talks about individuals.  Rev talks about a whole church.

  18-
not "filled" but rather "full".  Filling seems to happen for a specific task, while "full" of the Spirit


is a quality of life.  This is a command, so we can't ignore it.

  19‑
singing is speaking, which is the same word found in 1 Cor 14:34 (Strong's # 2980).  Should


women be singing solos in meetings of the church?

  21‑
voluntary selflessness

  22‑24‑
in considering a marriage partner, a woman must consider if she can submit to this man.

 
Submission requires that she have great respect for this particular man.  see v33. For the man


(5:25‑29), is this a woman I can give up everything for.  Will I be able to anticipate and meet her


every need.  Would I be willing to take a job I don't want, for the purpose of supporting her.  For


both partners, is this a person who would help me to be more Christ‑like?  'Love is a product of


marriage, not a condition' (P. Bolton).  Try to consider if this person would make a good partner,


in a cool and logical manner, before you become emotionally attached.

  25-
true love is a self sacrificial concern for another person

    -
a marriage is like a triangle, with God at the top, you at the bottom right, and your partner at the


bottom left. The closer you both approach God, the closer you both approach each other. (Colin


Anderson)

  26-
'if you love someone, their purity is of first concern' (Jack Correll).

    -
Men must provide their wives with time in the Word.  This might mean studying the Bible


together, or looking after the children and doing housework, so that she has time in the Word.

  28‑
loving your wife will produce a loving wife.  Being a Godly leader within the home, and being


submissive to my head (Christ), will produce a submissive wife.

6:4-
"bring them up" - a long term commitment which is required of fathers and not just mothers

  12‑
unlike the earthly battles Israel had.  Note that Israel's blessings and battles are primarily physical

  17-
note that the sword (the Word of God) is the only offensive weapon

  18‑
teamwork through prayer

  19-
Paul requested their prayers.  Often, we fail to pray for those who are doing well spiritually, or for


those who are well known.

Philippians
1:1-
note that Paul does not use the title "apostle" at the beginning of this letter.

    -
"saints" - set apart from the world and set apart for God

  2-
"grace and peace".  The standard greeting that Paul used.  "Grace" was the common Greek 
greeting, and in a Christian context, does not refer to the grace that saves (for this letter is written 


to believers), but refers to the grace that sustains.  "Peace" was the common Hebrew greeting 
(and in fact still is), and for the Christian, does not refer to peace with God, but to the peace of 
God.

  5-
"partnership"- through financial help (4:10-19), sending one of their number to help (2:25),


suffering for the same Lord (2:29), through a common salvation (1:7), their prayers (1:19) and


their progress and joy in the faith (1:25).

  6‑
"day of Christ Jesus" is the day when Christ returns, which is different than the Day of the Lord.  
Also see 1:10,  2:16,  1 Cor 1:8,  2 Cor 1:14

   ‑
Eternal Security

  9‑
love, knowledge and insight are inseparable.  A person cannot claim to have love if he is not


growing in knowledge and insight.  Also see Col 1:8,9 and 2:2 

  14-
one of the great paradoxes of Christianity.  According to worldly wisdom, persecution should


damage the church and silence the believers.  Instead, it strengthens the church and makes the


believers more bold.

  18‑
not that a false message was preached, but the true message was preached, though with wrong


motives

  19‑
see Romans 8:28

  20-
this verse may give comfort to young Christians who wonder if they would have the strength to


endure persecution and suffering.

  21-
also see Col 3:4.  Christianity is not just to be part of a well balanced life, but it is to be our life.  It


is to be at the core of our existence, and is to be our central motivating factor.

  29‑
sometimes, suffering is God's will for us.  Suffering will come, and we can't run away from it, so


we should allow it to produce faith within us.

2:1-4-
these verses will affect how we pursue relationships and dating.  If a person dates indiscriminately


they are not obeying v4!

  1-
"encouragement" i.e. combining the ideas of exhortation and consolation.

  3-
humility is not a positive self image.  It is not a negative self image.  Humility is having NO self


image (Jack Baker).

  5-11-
this is a statement of exhortation, urging us to have the same attitude.

  6-
He did not struggle to try and be the Father, because He is the Son.

  7-
see 2 Cor 8:9 and John 17:5

  8-
the Lord Jesus was born to a poor family in a small town to a despised race in a small nation.


People implied that his birth was illegitimate.  He died naked on a cross.

  10‑
see Psalm 22:27

    ‑
see Rev 19:12‑ possibly refers to Christ's new name, rather than the name "Jesus", since this


name in verse 10 is given after Christ was exalted

  12‑
"work out your salvation"‑ possibly referring to practical holiness and obedience

  13‑
God has a will for each of our lives

  14,15-
see Deut 32:5

  17-
see Num 15:1-10 for discussion of the drink offering

  19-22-
Timothy stood out even among the believers.  Note that he did not promote himself but was


noticed by others for his work.

  20-
"No one else like him" is literally "no one of equal soul" (Homer Kent - EBC).  This probably


meant that there was no one with Paul at this time.  If Luke or Epaphroditus were present, the


letter would probably have included their names in the salutation (Phil 1:1).

  27-
this verse, and 1:23 together present a balanced view of the death of a Christian.  Sorrow for us


who remain, and something far better than physical life for the believer who has died.

3:3-
see Deut 30:6, Col 2:11-13, John 7:21-24 and Ro 2:29

  5-
"tribe of Benjamin" - although there was nothing special about the tribe of Benjamin, to know that 
he was part of this tribe meant that he could trace his family tree back the Benjamin (i.e. 900 
years of being Jewish).

   -
"circumcised" i.e. Paul was born a Jew, and was not just a convert to Judaism.  Many of the


phrases in this passage seem to be directed at the "circumcision group", and seem to oppose them


from another angle.  Paul knew that circumcision in itself, had no value.  Here he seems to be


challenging them with the fact that he had lived in the fullness of what the circumcision meant, and


still did not find completeness until he was found by Christ.

   -
"a Hebrew of Hebrews" - unlike the Samaritans

  5,6-
"Pharisee" - see Acts 26:5


"zeal" - see Acts 26:9-11


"faultless" - see Gal 1:13,14

  10‑
to have a complete knowledge of Christ

    ‑
before experiencing the resurrection, you must experience the crucifixion

    -
see Phil 1:29 and 1 Peter 4:19.

  10‑14‑
are we doing all we can?  Would we do something differently if we knew the Lord was returning


today?

  11-
reference to the resurrection of the dead in Christ (1 Thess 4:16).  Note that Paul is not showing


uncertainty, but perhaps amazement.

  12-14-
Paul's secret to success was that he single-mindedly pressed on towards one goal.  His strength


and efforts were not diluted by many goals

  12-
there is an area that we can discuss and preach on, even if we have not fully attained to it.

  12,13‑
so much for Second Blessing theology! also see Prov 20:9

  13b‑
not resting on our past successes or failures, but pressing on

  15,16‑
be faithful in what you have, and God will give you more

  16‑
i.e. live in accordance to the light and maturity that we already have

  17-
e.g. Elders leading by example rather than by decree

  18-
not just ignorance or apathy, but active hostility to Christianity.  It has also been pointed out that


this passage does not say that these people were enemies of Christ, but rather, enemies of the


cross of Christ. Perhaps these people just could not accept the cross, and feared the same


rejection that Christ faced.  There is no greater enemy than the religious person who does not


accept the cross.

  19b‑
see Col 3:2

4:2‑
probably a matter of personality and not doctrine, for Paul does not correct doctrine in this 
passage

  3-
"book of life" - see Rev 20:15 and 21:27

  4‑7‑
see 1 John 5:14,15‑  Christians were meant to have joy!

  7-
to paraphrase, "the peace of God is beyond your understanding, and it will keep your emotions and


intellect focused on Christ Jesus".

  8-
our conscience is not a perfect guide, although it can be helpful.  If our conscience tells us 
something is wrong, it probably is wrong.  If our conscience is clear about something, it doesn't 
necessarily mean that it is OK (because our conscience may have been hardened by sin).  These 
verses give us the general rules we need, to know what is good, and to hone our conscience.

  9-
formal teaching, object lessons and discussions during the day, and the example of his life.  How 
many of us could say to a new believer, "what you have seen in me, put it into practice".

  10-19-
also see 2 Cor 8,9, Gal 6:6 and 1 Cor 16:1,2

  12-
Paul's definition of "plenty" was probably much more modest than that which most Christians 
today would consider to be plenty

  16‑
supporting an individual worker in missionary work, even though their church would not directly 
receive any of the benefits of Paul's work

  18‑
giving as an act of worship.  see 1 Cor 16:1,2

     -
since giving is an act of worship, clearly we should not solicit unbelievers for money.

  22-
some people think that you have to be rich in order to witness to the rich.  This verse blows that 
idea out of the water.  As Steve Anderson pointed out, you will have a better testimony if you are 
someone who could be rich, but choose not to be.

Note on Giving: Paul did not beg for money ("please support this vital ministry"‑ and with Paul, there could be no doubt that his ministry was valid and vital), nor did he make his needs known (information without solicitation‑ "we need 1000 denaris in this upcoming year").  As an apostle he taught churches about giving, so we must be careful in studying all Paul said about giving, and we must not interpret his teaching as a subtle appeal.  Paul's needs were met in 2 ways, (1) the Lord supplied by using His people, (2) Paul used his own hands and the abilities that God provided.

Colossians
Notes‑
this book has several Christ honouring 'asides'.  They do not affect the arguments, although they

may lend weight to them.  This text could be read without the 'asides', but of course, is much richer for

having them.

       ‑
I don't think that there was a unified 'Colossian Heresy'.  Rather, these are a set of smaller

heresies. Jewish ideas (circumcision, diet, Sabbath days, and possibly Angel worship), and Greek

philosophies were present, probably in different groups, and not as a syncretistic heresy

     ‑    Colossians has close ties to Gal, Eph, Heb, and Philemon, all of which should be read when

studying Colossians

1:3‑
expressing continual prayer

   ‑
perhaps "always" should go with the prayers rather than with the thanksgiving (as in NASB and


KJV)‑ see 1 Thess 5:17

   -
Paul's prayer is not just for those who are having problems spiritually, but is also for those who


have not been touched yet by the error.  We must uphold the spiritually strong in prayer, or else


they may become spiritually weak.

  4,5‑
faith, hope and love‑ see 1 Cor 13:13‑ the signs of new life‑ also see 1 Thess 1:3, 5:8

  6‑
"grace in (all its) truth".  'all its' has been supplied by the translators

    -
perhaps this is not referring to the extent of the spread of the Gospel, but affirming that the


content is the same everywhere, including places like Colosse, which were not initially


evangelized by an Apostle.  Of course, the phrase could be referring to the extent of the


spread of the Gospel, and be referring to the known world.

  7‑
"fellow servant" = SUNDOULOS i.e. servants of the same divine master

   ‑
"minister" = DIAKONOS

   ‑
Paul was not in the least bit jealous of Epaphras. Instead, Paul was overjoyed at what God had 
done through Epaphras

  9‑
"For this reason" i.e. because of what God has already done, we have confidence to pray

   ‑
"spiritual wisdom and understanding"‑ this is the BIBLE!

   ‑
"through"‑ "in" is a more literal translation

  9-12-
this is how we should pray for each other

  9-
see Ephesians 1:9

  10‑
see Ezra 7:10

    ‑
growing in knowledge about redemption is important (v14) so we know about what we have been 
redeemed to!  Also see Phil 1:9

    -
show the Lord, grow in the Lord, know the Lord (L. Batts).

  11‑
"power" = inherent ability


"might" = delegated power

  13‑
see Eph 2:2

     -
not just from darkness to light, but in a much more personal way, into the Kingdom of the Son.

  14‑
see 1 Cor 7:22,23

  15‑29‑
see Eph 1:20‑23 and Hebrews chapter one

  15‑20‑
note the parallel between creation and new creation, both accomplished through the same agent

         ‑
this is the first 'aside'

  15‑
"image"‑ different word than in Hebrews 1:3.  The word for image here (Gk. EIKON), carries 
two meanings simultaneously.  First, it means 'likeness'.  Second, it means 'manifestation'.

    ‑
in N.T., "firstborn" in the singular always refers to Christ

    -
Christ is the firstborn in pre-eminance and the firstborn in a glorified body.

    ‑
KJV translation is wrong, implying Christ is a created being.  This is not a 'slam' on my part


against the KJV, but is a fact that is generally recognized by scholars. NIV and NKJV are great,


NASB is so‑so

  16‑
"rulers or authorities"‑ see note on Eph 1:21

  16,17‑
show Christ as eternal and uncreated‑ creation was made for Christ, and yet consider Isaiah 42:8, 
therefore, Christ is God!

  17‑
should start with "and"

    ‑
"hold together"‑ perfect tense, meaning that they continue to hold together

    -
why do the protons in the centre of an atom hold together?  They have a positive charge and


should repel each other!  Verse 17 gives us the answer.

  19,22‑
reconciliation by the one who was the fullness of God, and yet had a physical body

  20‑
perhaps referring to earthly creation and the stars

  21‑
"enemies in your minds"‑ i.e. hostile to God in our thoughts

  22‑
"blemish"‑ in the inner and outer man‑ similar to O.T. sacrifices

  23‑
the Greek does not express doubt that they will hold firm (Word Biblical Commentary - O'Brien).

    ‑
"your faith" doesn't refer to the Colossians, but rather the faith (i.e. the Gospel message)

    ‑
"creature" (Strong's # 2937) means "the creative act in process" (Vine).  This is a special 
reference to mankind in general, and is a different word than animal (Strong's # 2226‑ ZOON) or 
wild beast (2342‑ THERION)

  24-
Christ's work is finished, but He is still suffering when His Body (the Church) suffers.

  25‑
"servant" = DIAKONOS‑ the church's servant

  27-
see Eph 3 (Christ in you, and the truth of Jews and Gentiles becoming one body).  Glorious riches 
including Eph 1:3-14.

  28-
I should not give up on others who are not perfect, because I am not perfect.  Labour in His 
strength for the building up of the believers.

    -
this verse gives one of the reasons for our teaching. 2:2 gives a second reason.  So, valid Christian 
teaching consists of those things that tell us more about Christ, and those things that build the 
believers up towards perfection.  So far as I can see, teaching on any other subject does not have 
the sanction of Scripture, and is rather pointless.

  28,29‑
this is the reason why any of us teach!  This is our goal!

  29‑
see 1 Cor 15:10 and 2 Cor 3:5.  Not working in his own power.  See Eph 1:19

2:1‑
"For" should start the sentence

  5‑
commending their orderliness and faith, rather than wild emotion.  See 1 Cor 14:40

  6‑
"So then"‑ i.e. because of everything that I have written before

   -
"live in him"- i.e. a day by day fellowship and walk with the Lord

  7-
"built up"- see 1 Peter 2:5

  8-
false teaching is always there, but if we don't obey 2:6,7 we will be more susceptible to it.

   ‑
"human tradition"‑ the traditions of men which might be appealed to on the basis of 'antiquity, 
dignity or revelational character' (O'Brien)

  9,10‑
'Aside' number 2.  This separates Greek and Jewish heresies

  9‑
"lives" = "dwells",  Greek is KATOIKEI which means permanently dwells

  11-
see Deut 10:16 and Deut 30:6

  12-
see Romans 6:3,4

  13‑
"sins" refers to faults or lapses, rather than deliberate law‑breaking

  15‑
'aside' number 3

     ‑
"powers" is the same word as "rulers" in 1:16

     ‑
by sending Christ to the cross, the powers and authorities thought they were triumphing over


Christ. But man got it backwards, and Christ was really triumphing over them

    ‑
verse presents the image of a triumphant display of the defeated.  See Eph 4:8.  With regard to


powers and authorities, it was Rome and Judaism (the highest forms of government and religion


that man had seen to that point), which placed Christ on the cross

  16-
in this context, the judging that is being referred to, is to not let those who follow the Law judge


your freedom, although of course, you could voluntarily regulate your liberty in order to not


stumble someone.

  16, 17- see Gal 4:9-11

  19‑
NASB says "and not holding fast to the head...".  Could refer to people not holding on to 
something which they never held i.e. salvation

  20‑
note the parallel with 3:1 at the beginning

    ‑
death releases us from our previous responsibilities

  20‑23‑
discuss that which cannot restrain.  3:1‑4 discuss that which does restrain, 3:5 to 4:6 discuss the 
practical effects of this restraint

  21‑
not referring to the Jewish Law!

ch 3-
the Christian's responsibility to the Lord Jesus is now outlined 

3:1-
this being symbolically shown in baptism.

  2‑
"mind"‑ a different word from 2:18

  5‑
"evil"‑ Greek implies evil in nature and purpose

  6‑
"wrath"‑ Greek means a settled anger or disapproval, not an emotional flare‑up

  8‑
"rage"‑ Greek means an emotional wrath

  11‑
'aside' number 4

    ‑
see Gal 3:28

    ‑
according to 'The Discovery Bible', "Christ" is the only word in this sentence which has emphasis, 
and it has major emphasis

    -
see note on Romans 8:15

  12‑
"gentleness" is the same word as Gal 5:23

  16‑
NIV rendering is contrary to NASB, KJV, NKJV and Darby. Singing (psalms, hymns and spiritual 
songs) is teaching (DIDASKO‑ Strong's # 1321) which is the same word as in 1 Tim 2:12!  
However, the punctuation is uncertain, and singing might be placed with the word "dwelling".  Also 
see Eph 5:19

  19‑
"love"‑ agape love‑ putting her interests above your own

    -
"harsh"- KJV, NKJV and Darby have "bitter", while NASB has "embittered".  To see how this 
same word is used in other places, see Rev 8:11, Rev 10:9-10, Heb 12:15 and James 3:14

  23‑
and if something can't be done as unto the Lord, don't do it at all

4:6‑
note that Paul's letter uses very careful, controlled and unemotional speech

   -
see 1 Peter 3:15

  7‑
"minister" = DIAKONOS

  12‑
"servant" = DOULOS


DIAKONOS views a servant in relation to his work


DOULOS views a servant in relation to his master

    ‑
being a servant means the complete surrender of all personal rights, i.e. a bondslave

Note‑
3:5‑11‑ dealing with one's own heart


12‑17‑  Christian fellowship


18‑20   the home


22‑4:6‑ the outside world



(H.A. Ironside)

1 Thessalonians
2:7,11-
a 2 fold aspect.  A mother cares for the immediate needs, while the father takes a more long term


ministry of strengthening the child and making them tougher.

  12-
perhaps this is a good example of the gift of exhortation in action.

  19-
see Philippians 4:1

4:3-
God's will is not an event, but rather a way of life. Also see 1 Thess 5:16,17 and Gal 5:16-26

   -
some people are more concerned about finding out God's will for their life, than they are about 
walking in God's will

   -
note please, that God's word is God's will.  God will never grant us special permission to disobey 
His word. He especially will never move us by our feelings to do something contrary to the word

  4‑
"that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honour" (NASB).  The 
word "vessel" most likely means wife, rather than your own body.  See Vines.  "Possess" likely 
means acquire or obtain. Therefore, 'each man should acquire for himself a wife in a holy and 
honourable manner', seems to be the meaning of this passage.

  10-
the Christian life is not measured in thought, but in 'hours and energy' (Bob Bibby)

  16-
the dead are "in Christ", therefore these are church saints

  17-
"together" - for the first time since the day of Pentecost, the whole church will be together

  18‑
encouragement is one of the purposes of prophesy.  For more encouragement, see 1 Cor 15:49; 
Heb 10:35‑38; Eph 1:5;  Romans 8:29;  Romans 1:12;  Heb 12:1‑3, and see my note on 2 Cor 
4:16‑18

5:11-
when we receive someone into church fellowship, they have a lot of responsibilities, but so do we.


We are required to expend the effort to build each other up.

  12-28-
in this passage, there are about 20 exhortations

  12‑
"those" is plural

    ‑
"over you" is the same word as "leadership" in Ro 12:8

    -
literally "to know those".  It was possible that these readers, and indeed Christians today, may


not know their elders.  This idea seems unusual to most translators (NIV, NASB, NKJV) and


so they 
have adopted a reading that the Greek does not give.  See KJV and Darby.  To know


means to know who they are, but also to get to know them so well that you are able to approach


them about any matter.  This also means that we get to know their personalities, strengths and


weaknesses.  This verse places the responsibility on us to get to know them.

  13-
their work must be such that they earn respect.  A man is not simply appointed to be an elder,


but must be recognized for the work that he is doing.  A military officer gets saluted due to his


office, not because of the quality of his work.  An elder gets respect for the quality of his work,


not because of his office.

     -
"because of their work", not because of their character or personalities.

  14-
everyone has problems which seem overwhelming to them.  We must deal gently with the weak


and timid.

  18-
give thanks in all things, not for all things

  22‑
KJV says "Abstain from all appearance of evil"

  23-
the unbelieving man inverts this order and says, 'body, soul and spirit'.

2 Thessalonians
1:8-
"do not obey the gospel".  It could be that they believe in their heads that the gospel is true, but 
they do not show it to be an inner reality in their lives through obedience.

  10-
Christ will be glorified in the saints.  This concept is important to Eternal Security

  12‑
see Eph 1:12

2:2‑
KJV incorrectly has 'Day of Christ'

  3‑
"rebellion", i.e. apostasy

  11-
perhaps "the lie" is the lie that Satan told in the Garden of Eden.

  13‑
note that nobody is chosen to eternal condemnation

3:14‑
some feel that this person was still permitted to break bread with believers

    -
note that this is referring to people who are idle.  This is not the general form of discipline for all 
the sins that a believer might commit.

  16-
not the peace of reconciliation, but the peace that comes from a life that walks with God and does 
not struggle with His will.

1 Timothy
1:10-
doctrine must not be ignored.  We must stress doctrine because the Bible stresses doctrine.

   11-
not the Gospel of Man's Salvation, but the Gospel of the Blessed God, which includes man's


salvation.  Also see 2 Cor 4:4.

   15-
not "was the worst" but given in the present tense "I am the worst".

   19-
in one minute, you can do something that will ruin your testimony for the rest of your life.  Indeed, 
you can ruin the rest of your life.

2:1,2-
it is my duty to pray and give thanks for Federal, Provincial and City governments

  8-
"men", not women.  This word refers to males, and not mankind in general.  This is a case of a 
man leading in public prayer

  9‑
considering the context, a simple braid for the sake of convenience would not be forbidden.  A 
very fancy hairdo for the sake of appearances would be forbidden

  14-
Eve was deceived, while Adam sinned willfully.

ch 3‑
also see Titus 1:5‑9

3:1‑
note: it is not noble to seek authority, but it is noble to seek the opportunity for greater service

   -
the duties of an elder include shepherding the flock (Acts 20:28 and 1 Peter 5:2).  An elder


must have the gift of pastor (or pastor/teacher).

  2-
"above reproach"- Ironside says blameless with respect to motives

   -
"above reproach"- no cloud hanging over his character, a clear testimony

   -
"temperate"- steady, stable, dependable

   -
"respectable"- not only does he behave well, but he also appears to behave well (his life is 
absolutely above board)

   -
"hospitable"- see Matt 10:11-14,40-42. Note that people might feel uncomfortable having an elder 
drop by their house, but will be much more at ease if invited over to the house of an elder.

   -
"able to teach"- publicly, privately and by example

   ‑
"able to teach"‑ see note on 2 Timothy 2:24

  3-
"not given to drunkenness"- see Ro 14:21, 1 Cor 15:11 and Prov 20:1

   -
"not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome"- a strong personality may try to take over the oversight.  
Note that gentleness must not be confused with a lack of willingness to take strong action.  
Discernment is required to know when to take direct action, and when to wait.

   -
"not a lover of money"- see 1 Tim 6:10.  Note: when this verse is discussed, Christians tend to 
focus on "how much money can you have and still not love it", rather than on "what is the absolute 
least amount of money that a Christian can live on".

  4‑
"manage"‑ same word as "leadership" in Romans 12:8

  4,5,12- "manage" is the same as ruling (PROISTEMI) which is also used in 1 Thess 5:12 and 1 Tim 5:17


with respect to spiritual matters.  The man is the ruler of the family and the home.

  6-
"not a recent convert"- a recent convert may abuse authority or act in an authoritarian manner.


May try to lead by giving commands, rather than leading by example. A recent convert may also


have not had time to develop a consistent example that is worthy of following.

  7-
"good reputation with outsiders"- in school, the work place and in the neighborhood.  See Col


4:5,6 and 1 Thess 4:11

   -
see Acts 22:12.  Ananias was an example.  Note that this refers to our character, not our success


at our job or school.  Also see 1 Cor 1:26 and Col 4:5,6.

  9-
active practical service is not enough to be a deacon. Doctrinal knowledge and to be "full of the


Spirit and wisdom" (Acts 6:3) are necessary in a deacon.  This is not just a job to 'get him


involved'.

4:12-
the Christian young person should never try to use their youth as an excuse to indulge themselves.

     -
"speech".  Positive and negative conotations.  Avoiding swearing and using speech to encourage,


build up and evangelize.  See Col 4:4.

     -
"in love" - among believers, towards the unsaved and in how we pursue relationships with the


opposite sex (which should be radically different than how the unbelievers pursue relationships).

  14-
plurality of leadership

  15-
"progress" -if a person claims to be saved, and shows no progress year after year, we must


question their salvation.

  16-
I was saved once for all, I have been saved today, and I will finally be saved.

5:1,2-
the local church is to resemble a family

  10-
this is not an exhaustive list of ministries for women, but it does cover a lot of ground.

      -
note what is first on the list of good deeds.

  11,12‑
the desire to remarry could be so strong that the widow may marry an unbeliever, therefore, verse 
14 tells her that she should remarry a Christian man if one is available.  Her "first pledge" cannot 
refer to marriage, for that bond is broken at death (1 Cor 7:39)

  18‑
a proof that Old and New Testaments are both Scripture

  22‑
'it may well refer to over‑hasty receiving of a penitent backslider into full fellowship' (Ryrie)

  23‑
using wine as a beverage.  This does not preclude using it at the Breaking of Bread

  23-
evidently, the water was bad.  Some Christians argue that the wine in the Bible was non-alcoholic, 
or very watered down.  But these explanations do not make sense.  Only full strength alcoholic 
wine would prevent the stomach problems associated with bad water.

6:3-6-
the charismatic doctrine of 'name it and claim it', is false doctrine.

2 Timothy
Consider what Paul says to Timothy in the last book he writes before he dies.  He doesn't counsel Timothy to compromise, or to 'lighten up'.

Perhaps this entire letter could be sub-titled, "The Man that God Can Use".  See 2:21

1:6-
spiritual gifts can be exercised and developed

  7-
"power, of love and of self-discipline" - corresponds to 1 Cor chapters 12, 13 and 14

  12-
eternal security

  14-
while we are eternally secure (which is God's responsibility), guarding the good deposit is our


responsibility

2:1-
"son" = TEKNON (# 5043) which means "child", and is a term of endearing affection.

   -
"be strong" is literally, "be strengthened inwardly"

  2-
"qualified"- by gift, maturity, temperament and desire. To these men (like Apollos), the final 
ingredient was entrusted; knowledge.

   -
no man should be trying to make himself indispensable in the local church, because the church 
belongs to Christ. The faithful man will build up others and them make a way for others.  Often, 
the Lord will make room by removing people through death or moving away.

  3-6-
note the 3 metaphors. "soldier" (representing strict discipline and obedience to authority), "athlete"


(following the rules) and "farmer" (who is hardworking-KOPIAO #2872)

  4-
I must carefully examine my life, and see if I am involved in any "civilian affairs" (e.g. politics, 
social clubs, etc, and anything else that would take strength, time and enthusiasm from the work 
the Lord is doing in my life.  Also, I can't let the ordinary affairs of life distract me, even if some 
of them are necessary.  They aren't my reason for being.

  5-
"rules" i.e. the Scriptures

  6-
the Greek has emphasis on "hardworking farmer".  The idea of weary toil is present.

  7-
this may be encouragement with the prospect of eternal rewards, or, in view of 1 Cor 9:7, this may 
be a promise of financial support for full time work.

  8-
"descended from David"- a significant concept to the Jews, not only confirming Christ's royal 
lineage, but also a reminder of the prophetic fulfillment that Christ represented (e.g. Isaiah chapter 
11).

  10-
perhaps "salvation" is not a reference to the actual saving of their spirits, but that those who are 
already saved might come into the fullness of their salvation (e.g. you can be saved without having 
the assurance of salvation).

  12-
"If we disown him, he will also disown us"- i.e. if we are unbelievers.  Remember Peter!

  13-
perhaps meaning that God will be faithful to himself, in judging the unbeliever.  "Faithless" 
(APISTEO- #569) refers to an unbeliever, not a wavering Christian.

  19-
there is a grain of Lordship salvation here

  22-
Note by Ryrie says, "Temptation is to be avoided by fleeing what hinders, by following what helps, 
and by seeking the company of spiritual people".  Also, Phil 4:8 for what helps, and 1 Cor 15:33 
about bad company.

    -
note that we should not say, 'I can handle being in this rotten and immoral situation because I am a 
Christian'. Do what God tells you to do, and flee.  Also see 1 Timothy 6:11.

  23-
its not that we should never debate doctrinal matters, but that we should do so in the Spirit and 
with the Spirit.  See James 4:1-3.  You can begin to discuss and through a lack of spirituality let 
the conversation degenerate into a quarrel, or you can  approach each conversation in the Spirit.  
It's not so much what you discuss, as how you discuss, that is in view.

  24-
the words "able to teach' (DIDAKTIKOS) are only found here, and in 1 Tim 3:2.  This makes me 
think that these verses are not a reference to all Christian workers, but specifically to elders.

    ‑
"able to teach" = DIDAKTIKOS (Strong's # 1317)‑ means skilled in teaching.  Thus NIV and 
NASB are superior to KJV ("apt to teach") which implies 'likely to teach'. "Apt" is only found in 
Prov 15:23 in NIV and NASB. DIDAKTIKOS appears only here and in 1 Tim 3:2

3:1-5-
although there have always been men like this, the last days will have men like this in the 
professing church

  2-
considering the list that this appears in, "disobedient to their parents" is more serious than most 
people realize.  How can a child be obedient to unbelieving parents?  The same way a wife can be 
submissive to unbelieving husbands (1 Peter 3:1,2). Also see Romans 1:30.

  10,11-
no one could claim that Paul's life was inconsistent with his words.  What would they say about 
my life.

  11-
expelled from Antioch (Acts 13:50), opposition and threatened with stoning in Iconium (Acts 14:5) 
and stoned in Lystra (Acts 14:19).

  12-
see John 15:19.  The world will not persecute those who are like themselves.  By Godly behaviour, 
the Christian convicts the unbelievers and thereby incur the unbeliever's persecution

  14-
evidently, the lives of those who taught Timothy, was a powerful testimony to the truth of the 
message

  15-
"infancy"- a very young child.  This is a lesson for today's Christian parents.

    ‑
Old and New Testaments are Scripture.  see 1 Tim 5:18 and 2 Peter 3:16

  16-
'positive' and 'negative' ministry.  "Teaching" is more theoretical and training is more the practical 
side.

    -
teaching (what is right), rebuking (what is wrong), correcting (putting us right when we are 
wrong) and training (keeping us right). (James Naismith)

4:1,2-
a charge of the greatest seriousness!  If we are gifted as a teacher or preacher, we should 
consider ourselves to have received a charge of the same seriousness.

  5,6-
Timothy was to continue in the work (v5), because Paul was about to die (v6), and could no longer


carry on.

  5-
"endure hardship" - evidently Paul had never heard of the "prosperity gospel"

  8-
longed in their hearts, and shown it in their lives

  13-
'This missionary-prisoner still wanted to study!' (Ryrie)

  14-
Paul wasn't afraid to name names, and neither should we! If a man is a heretic, a defector or an


aggressive unbeliever, let's not dance around the truth.  Denounce him, and warn others.  This is


especially the responsibility of elders.

  18-
note: it is not earthly rescue that is in view here

Titus
1:2-
"hope" is the patient and confident expectation of future blessings (S. Hulshizer), not an


expression of uncertainty.  See the rest of the verse to see that this is not an expression


of doubt.

  5‑
plurality of Elders

  5-7-
an Elder is an Overseer

  6‑
"must"‑ this is not optional

  7-
"not overbearing"- eg Diotrephes (3 John 9)

  8-
"disciplined"- discipline and self control are necessary to all aspects of the Christian life (eg. 
prayer, Bible reading, proper use of time).

  8-
"what is good".  See Phil 4:8 for a litmus test.  If it doesn't live up to Phil 4:8, it is not good.  When 
using our time, we should ask ourselves, "Does the Lord Jesus love this".  This concept should 
affect all of my activities, especially T.V.!

  9-
he must know the word, and he must live it out

  12-
a quote from the poet Epimenides.

  15‑
some people are so corrupted, that they can no longer recognize or understand the wrongness of 
their sin

2:1-10-
note that Titus was not told to teach the young women!

  3‑
refering to maturity rather than age.  see Vines

   ‑
"teach"‑ this includes doctrine!

  4-8-
it is sometimes suggested that verses 4 & 5 are cultural.  However, verse 6 says "similarly".  Are 
verses 6 to 8 cultural as well?!!!

  4‑
this requires an investment of time, energy and self.

   -
those who think that there is nothing for women to do if they must remain silent, have never read 
this verse.  In truth though, this is not happening in our churches today!  People have to realize 
that the time we spend sitting in meetings is only a very small part of the time that we should 
spend with believers.

   -
also see 1 Tim 5:10

10-
it is not flashy meetings, drama and special music that will make the gospel attractive, but rather a 
changed and Godly life.  Let's not be so concerned about changing our meetings, but rather lets 
change our lives (which is the real challenge!)

  11,12‑
grace teaches us, and not fear‑ Eternal Security.  see Titus 1:1

       -
'God teaches us in grace... not in fear or with a stick'. (Darwin Tulloch)

  13‑
the more I go through life, the more I understand what is meant by the blessed hope

Philemon
This is essentially a letter of commendation from Paul, for Onesimus, to Philemon

1:1-
written as a friend (see verses 8 and 9), and not stressing Paul's Apostolic authority.

   2-
note that while this was a personal letter, it is also addressed to the whole church meeting


in Philemon's home.

   3-
"peace" - we can rationalize until we think we have peace, but this is very different than the


peace of God and the peace that comes from God.

    -
GRACE = God's Riches At Christ's Expense

  6-
personal witnessing has benefits for the believer

  7-
"refreshed" - likely through hospitality (see verses 2 and 22)

  18-
an excellent illustration of imputation of sin.  There are 3 types of imputation:



1) Adam's sin imputed to me



2) My sin imputed to Christ



3) Christ's righteousness imputed to me


Note: It seems strange to me that some people can refuse to believe in the first type of


imputation, and yet insist that the second and third type are valid.  Since death came by


one man (Adam), so life can come by one Man (the Lord Jesus Christ).

Hebrews
Note‑
Author is not mentioned so that Christ may be given the pre‑eminence

1:1-
I seem to remember someone preaching on this verse, and indicating that he liked the KJV


because it put God as the very first word, thus making God the overall author of this book.  This


is a nice thought, but we should all be aware that the Greek manuscripts that the KJV was


translated from (as well as the manuscripts the NIV was translated from) do not put "God" (ie.


THEOS) as the first word.

1:1-2:18- chapter 1 discusses the Son of God.  2:1-4 gives practical teaching and the rest of chapter 2


discusses the Son of Man.

  1,2-
the triune God spoke to us in Son

     -
if you don't accept the first two verses as true, then don't read any farther into this book

  2‑
more accurate would be "To us God spoke in Son" (Sir R. Anderson)

   ‑
"Son..heir..made"‑ Eternal Sonship of the Lord Jesus. He was the Son prior to the incarnation 
because the Son was active in the process of Creation.  John MacArthur Jr. does not believe in 
Eternal Sonship.

  3‑
"being"‑ Darby and Kelly both say "substance"

   ‑
"sustaining" is in the present tense, therefore indicating a continuous action‑ see Matt 5:45 and Col


1:16,17

   ‑
"sat down signifies 4 things



(1) a place of honour (Phil 2:11)



(2) sign of authority (1 Peter 3:22)



(3) resting in His finished work (Heb 10:12)



(4) to intercede for us (Romans 8:34)

   ‑
"sustaining all things"‑ Law of Conservation of Energy

   ‑
"After he had..."‑ "by himself" is not in the best manuscripts, but is implied (W. Kelly)

   ‑
"word" = RHEMA, ie. the spoken word rather than LOGOS

   -
clearly, God is not a 'watch maker', who created the universe and is now content to let it run by 
itself according to natural laws.

  4‑
"he became"‑ in the KJV it is "being made".  Some cults misuse this.  The word here is 
GINOMAI (to become) rather than POIEO (to make or create)

  6‑
"worship" ie. fall down before him

   ‑
see F.F. Bruce NICNT pg 16 for the Rabbinic tradition

   ‑
NASB says "And when he again brings...".  MacArthur says that the word order of the NIV and 
KJV are wrong, and that this verse has to refer to the second coming. Other people make other 
suggestions

  7‑
2 possible meanings are suggested by F.F. Bruce.  (1) Angels have the speed of the wind and the


strength of fire, (2) there are angels of fire and wind.  see Psalm 104:4.  I believe that this 
suggests that wind and fire, though inanimate, still act as God's servants.

  9‑
see Heb 2:11.  Verse refers to those men he calls "brothers" and is unlikely to refer to angels.  
The inferiority of angels is too well established to call them companions

  11,12-
the immutability of the Lord Jesus (because this passage is talking about the Son)

  13‑
Luke 1:19‑ some angels stand in the presence of God

2:1‑4‑
Warning Passage number 1

  3‑
"those who heard him"‑ ie. the apostles

   ‑
"we" ie. 'we Hebrews' (emphatic)

  4‑
"sign, wonders and various miracles"‑ see Acts 2:43, 2 Cor 12:12, and Gal 3:5 ‑ signs were a


confirmation of the apostolic message

  5‑
refuting the view held at Qumran, that angels would have dominion in the coming age

   ‑
by corrollary, Angels have some measure of control over today's world‑ see Daniel 10:13 and 
12:1‑  see 2 Tim 2:12, we will reign with him

  6‑
the use of "someone" rather than the author's name maintains the anonymous character of this 
letter.  The O.T. is presented as the voice of the Spirit of God rather than that of human authors

   ‑
this quote is slightly different than is found in the O.T.  The author here follows the LXX rather 
than the Hebrew

  9‑
KJV says "every man".  Kelly says "everything" indicating that everything is brought under the 
power of His reconciling death

  10‑
note: "many sons" rather than 'everyone'‑ an argument against universalism

    ‑
"perfect through suffering".  Personally speaking, Christ was already absolutely perfect (and the 
exact representation of God), but He had to be made the perfect Saviour

  11‑
"brothers"‑ although we should not presume to call Christ our brother

    ‑
Obviously, we cannot be "of the same family" or "all of one" (KJV, Darby, Kelly), unless we are 
all saved

  12‑
"congregation" = EKKLESIA

  14‑
a clear statement of the incarnation

  16‑
KJV says "the nature of" angels, in italics.  W. Kelly (p44‑45) indicates that this is very wrong

  17‑
KJV says "reconcilation for the sins".  Obviously it is reconciliation for the people, and propitiation 
for the sins

    ‑
"faithful high priest"‑ faithful to God's demands, and faithful to man's needs

    -
"atonement" should be "propitiation"

  18‑
he suffered, which is the opposite of fallen man, who enjoys temptation and must pull himself 
away from it

3:1‑
"heavenly calling" of the church, as opposed to the earthly blessings and nature of Israel

   ‑
an apostle is God's representative to man, and a high priest is man's representative to God

  2‑
"house" = "household" ie. God's people.  see v5,6 where we see that Moses was in the household, 
while Christ is over the household

  3‑6‑
some Jewish Christians may have thought of Christ as a second Moses.  This Scripture elevates 
Christ beyond Moses

  5‑
although Moses was only a servant in God's house, see Num 12:6‑9.  God was zealous for his 
faithful servant. How much more serious it would be for us to ignore Christ

  7‑4:13‑ Warning Passage number 2

  7‑11‑
a shocking passage to use on the Jews.  Going back to the old ways is not simply returning to a 
system that is still acceptable to God, but was the same as the Israelites wanting to go back to 
Egypt.  Note the importance of 40 years.  It was now about 40 years after Jesus had led a new 
exodus out of the old Jewish religion, but for almost 40 years they had refused to enter fully into 
the new way (ie. like Israel in the desert, they had left the old, but had not yet entered into the 
new

  7‑
"today"‑ could refer to the period of time until the Second Coming, or the time in which you 
personally have the opportunity; an opportunity which can be lost due to death, or the final 
hardening of your heart

  8‑
"rebellion" = Meribah (Num 20), and "time of testing" = Massah

  12‑
"turns away"‑ having knowledge of the truth, but making a definite rebellion against God.

    ‑
"brothers"‑ now referring to Jews, rather than Christian Jews as in v1 ("holy brothers")

    -
also see 6:6.  The book of Hebrews seems to be addressed to believers and unbelievers

  13-
are we doing this?  If we aren't getting encouragement, it is very easy for us to get hardened.

    ‑
how often do we actually do this.  see 10:25.  If we do not have a burden for the people in our 
local fellowship, then we are just playing at religion

  14‑
"come to share" = "become companions"

4:1‑
ie. be careful in case you think you are saved, but are not

  3‑
shoots down universalism

  5-
KJV says, "If they shall enter into my rest"

  6-
"disobedience"- see 4:2.  These people did not combine the Gospel with faith.

   ‑
"disobedience" = 'obstinate rejection of the will of God' (Vine), ie. refusing to be saved

  9‑
the O.T. Sabbath was for Israel.  This is the only Sabbath that the Church has.  See Exodus 31

   -
KJV omits the word "Sabbath"

  12‑
'we can sit on a fence, but not on the edge of a 2 edged sword' (S. Anderson)

    -
God's word will judge

  15‑
we must be very careful here!!!

    ‑
'Christ... knew temptations, except those rising from the sin nature' (J. Walvoord)

    -
"tempted" in that all the things that are offered to us as a temptation, where also offered to the 
Lord Jesus. There was no inner struggle with sin!  See Matt 5:27,28. Desire is as sinful as doing.  
So there was not anything within Jesus that could respond to sin, or struggle with it.

    -
also see James 1:13.  God cannot be tempted by evil

  16‑
"confidence" = shamelessness and audacity

5:1-
definition of a high priest.  Note that he must be a man.

  2,3-
the character of a human high priest.

  8-
He experienced what it meant to obey as a man.

  9-
made a perfect saviour and high priest.  Furthermore, he had to fulfil all the prophecies made 
about Him.

  11‑6:20‑ Warning Passage #3

  14-
"constant use" of what they have already learned from God's word.

6:1,2‑
elementary teaching refer to Judaism, and not basic Christianity  

  1-
"elementary teachings"  ie. the teachings of the Old Testament concerning the Christ

  2‑
"baptisms" = ceremonial washings‑ not Christian baptism!

  4‑6‑
my own possible interpretation.  This verse may be a warning not to go back to the Jewish


religion.  It may say that repentance to God is impossible under the old system, because Jesus


(the crucified) was God's son

     ‑
John Heading thinks this refers to Israel as a nation

  4,5-
could refer to those who had seen Jesus, or possibly to the Jews in general and all their 
experiences throughout their history.

  5‑
"shared in the Holy Spirit"‑ could refer to unbelievers who were healed‑ see Acts 5:15,16;  19:12

    ‑
the attributes that Christ displayed on earth (eg. power over environments, over death, etc) are 
powers He will again display in the Millennial kingdom.  Thus the people who saw Christ did see 
something of "the powers of the coming age"

  6‑
if they fall away"‑ literally "and fall away"  - the same word as in Ezek 14:13 and 15:8‑ means 
apostacy

  18-
"fled" like one who has fled to a city of refuge (Joshua 20).

7:2-
"Melchizedek" means King of Righteousness and "King of Salem" means King of Peace.

  11-
Jews looking back had to be reminded that perfection could not come under the Law.

  13,14-
what might have been an issue of contention with the Jews (ie. how a non-Levite could be a 
priest), is tackled head on.  The Lord's descent from the Kingly tribe of Judah, and His superior 
priesthood are then discussed.

  14-
there are many teachings in the Bible that are hard to accept (eg. headship, submission to 
authority, etc), and so many don't teach these things.  But the 1st century church had a difficult 
matter to teach, and that was that Jesus was not from the tribe of Levi.  We should follow their 
example of not shying away from the difficult teachings.

  19-
not just a better regulation, but a better hope.

  22-
"guarantee" (Gk ENGYOS).  This is the only use of this word in the N.T., and it is used of the 
Lord Jesus.  In secular usage, this word could refer to the surety of a wedding dowry.

  26-
the moral perfection and moral glory of the Lord Jesus, is in view here.

8:5-
the O.T. temple had to be constructed according to the instructions God gave.  The temple of the 
Local church must also be constructed exactly according to the pattern; the pattern being the New 
Testament.  Nobody has the authority to authorize a deviation from Scripture, no matter how 
beneficial it seems.

  6‑
covenants belong to Israel

  11‑
"know... know"‑ two different words.  First is knowledge from experience, the second is 
understanding more than learning

9:12-
"eternal redemption", "eternal Spirit" (v14) and "eternal inheritance" (v15)

   14-
reference to the Trinity.

  25,26‑
opposition to the Roman doctrine of the mass

10:1b‑
see Acts 13:39

   5-7-
the inspiration of Scripture is shown here.  These words are from a Psalm of David, but here they 
are attributed to the Lord Jesus.

   11,12- there were no chairs in the earthly tabernacle because their work was never finished.

   14-
"those who are being made holy".  This is in the present continuous tense.

   15-17- see Jer 31:33.  Therefore, the Holy Spirit is the LORD.

   25-
a Christian is most beautiful when they are using their spiritual gift faithful, and are using it within 
a local church.  It is sad to see a believer acting on their own, or giving their best efforts to some 
organization other than the local church.

   26‑
"sinning"‑ according to W. Kelly, this is the present participle, not referring to acts of evil, but 
habitual or continuous habit of the person

     -
this verse is not referring to moral evil, but the sin of a continual refusal to trust Jesus Christ for


salvation

   29‑
Sanctification does not always refer to salvation (see 1 Cor 7:14).  To be sanctified meant to be


set apart for God's purpose.  An unbeliever or even an inanimate object could be set apart for


God's purpose.  This verse may be referring to their sanctification as national Israel (ie. a man


could be an unbeliever, but because he was part of the nation of Israel, he was set apart for God's


special purposes).

   30a‑
quote differs from Heb and LXX, and is identical to Romans 12:19, leading some people to suggest


that Paul wrote Hebrews

   35‑38‑ the Second Coming is the reason why we should persevere

ch 11-
a hero is a person who doesn't let his desire for self preservation rule his life.  You have to die


anyway, so you may as well die in His service rather than in your own service.

11:1‑
'Faith scripturally in itself is simply believing God, accepting His word because He says it, not on


visible evidence or on reasoning, but on God's authority' (W. Kelly)

   15,16‑ unlike Lot, Abraham was not fleeing a city which was about to be destroyed.  At any point in his


life, he could have returned

   31,32‑ it is interesting that Rahab, a Gentile prostitute, is mentioned in detail, but these great men of v32


are not. This is a proof of Biblical inspiration, for what devout Jew would hold up a Gentile


woman as a good example, in a religious book he was creating

12:1-
"hinders"- this is different than "the sin".  It refers to those things which may be legitimate and not


inherently sinful, but nevertheless slow us down.

   2-
"joy".  this includes 1) fulfilling the Father's will, and 2) saving us

   6‑
"chastening" not "chastisement" (Sir R. Anderson)

    ‑
"son" carries with it a greater meaning than just offspring

    ‑
discipline is not necessarily for punishment.  It could also be 'instruction by discipline' (H.A.


Ironside)

   18‑21‑ the Law.  Even Moses trembled at the prospect of communion with God under the Law

   18‑24‑ the contrast of the 2 dispensations

   22‑24‑ grace

   25‑29‑ instructions to proceed to the next dispensation

ch 13-
4 classes of people to remember - v2 (strangers), v3 (those in prison), v7 (leaders) and


v16 (the poor and needy).

13:1‑
see 1 John 3:16

   7-
remember them in prayer!!!

   8,9-
perhaps verse 8 belongs in the same paragraph as verse 9

   8-
see Mal 3:6

    ‑
see 1:12

   11‑
outside the camp‑ ie. outside the old religion

   17-
see Ezekiel 34:8-10

     -
if the elders make a decision, especially regarding discipline, the assembly should accept the 
decision, without complaint, gossip, or further discussion.  If an elder or the elders have made a 
bad decision, the individual as a believer/priest has the recourse of prayer.  The way to remove an 
elder from the oversight, is to pray, not to start a whisper campaign!

   23,24‑ these personal note remind us that the Scriptures were written to real people, and not just to


'ecclesiastical saints'

   24‑
"leaders"‑ ie. a plurality of leadership (elders) also see Acts 14:23; James 5:14; Acts 11:30; 
15:2,4,6, 22,23;  Acts 16:4;  20:17;  21:18;  Titus 1:5; 1 Peter 5:1 and Phil 1:1

James
Note: 'You cannot live a Christian life until you have a Christian life to live' (H.A. Ironside)

1:19-
this is why God gave us 2 ears and one mouth (but also so that we could hear in stereo)

  20-
NASB & KJV say "righteousness of God", which is more literal than "righteous life..." (NIV).  In 
TNTC, Douglas Moo explains why the NIV translation may be adopted, and may be preferable

  23-
"face".  KJV, NASB, NKJV, Darby and RSV all say "natural face", translating a difficult Greek 
phrase which is literally, "the face of his genesis".

2:2,3-
see Matt 11:7-9 (esp v8).  Why do so many people in the church today insist that fine clothes be 
worn?!!  How a person dresses should not prevent their attendance, or prevent their 
participation/service in any ministry of the local church.  A tie should not be the deciding factor 


over whether a brother is allowed to preach at our meetings.  Let's do a Bible study and look up 
every reference in the Bible to "fine clothes" and see if they are presented in a positive or negative 
light! 

  18-
punctuation marks are uncertain, because the original Greek had no punctuation marks.  NASB 
extends quotation marks to the end of verse 18.  NKJV agrees with NIV.  KJV and Darby both 
omit quotation marks, which is probably the safest option.

  24‑
justified in man's eyes, not God's eyes. see Romans 4:2

3:1‑
Greek means that if this is going on, it should stop

    -
those who assume authority and responsibility that isn't theirs will be judged as if they did have


that authority and responsibility.

  2‑
should start "For we all..."

   ‑
if we can control our tongues, we can control our bodies.  Controlling the tongue is the first step

   ‑
"we all stumble"‑ morally.  Even believers will sin. Further, the tense of v8 ("tame") makes it clear 
that there is no second work of grace which creates a sinless state within us

  6‑
"his" is not in the Greek.  This refers to the whole of human existance

   ‑
"hell" ie. gehenna

  8‑
"evil"‑ the Greek indicates inherent evil

   ‑
"tame" is in the aorist tense‑ ie. you can't tame the tongue as a completed action.  The best we 
can hope for is to tame it day by day

  10b‑
but see Gal 1:8

  13‑
"humility" is a bad choice of words by the NIV.  This is the same word as in Gal 5:23 ie. 
gentleness or meekness

    ‑
"wise" indicates a theoretical rather than practical wisdom

    ‑
KJV uses "conversation" in place of "life", which in view of a discussion of the tongue, is 
misleading

  16‑
"evil"‑ Greek means evil by influence

  17‑
"pure"‑ internally and externally

    ‑
"considerate"‑ a gentleness with justice and mercy. Knowing when to not apply the letter of the 
law

4:1‑
this does not teach eccumenicalism.  It is not addressing church practice, but the practice of 
individual Christians

   -
evidently this was not really a matter of correct doctrine, because no corrective teaching is given.  
It must have been a matter of personality, as well as selfish and evil desires.

  3‑
'True prayer is not asking God to do what we want, but first of all it is asking Him to enable us to 
do that which He would have us do' (H.A. Ironside)

    -
a reason for unanswered prayer.

  4‑
'Loyalty to Christ prevents me from apeing the world that crucified him' (D.B. Long)

   -
"adulterous people" is literally "adulteresses" (feminine), probably making use of the O.T. imagery 
of Israel as an unfaithful wife.  The concept of Israel as an unfaithful wife is well demonstrated in 
the book of Hosea.

  9,10‑
repentance requires you to be miserable

  11,12‑
but see 1 Cor 5:11‑13‑ we must not condemn or judge motives, but we must judge (discern) and 
use Scripture to judge peoples behavior

  13‑16‑
not preaching a lack of planning, but teaching an openness to God's leading.  The source of our 
security is not RRSP's, but the Lord, even if we do have some investments

  17‑
sins of omittion rather than sins of comission

    -
we should not just do what the Lord wants us to do, but we must do it when the Lord wants us to.

5:14‑
a plurality of elders‑ also see Heb 13:24

  16‑
if I have sinned against 'John', I should confess my sin to 'John', and he should be willing to listen.  
This is different than sharing burdens (Gal 6), because this involves 'John' forgiving me

  19,20‑
'"one of you" The reference is evidently to Christians, and the death is physical death, which sin 
may cause (1 Cor 11:30)' (Ryrie)

1 Peter
1:2-
a reference to the Trinity

  3‑
the inheritance of the church is spiritual, rather than the earthly inheritance of Israel (the land)

  4,5‑
Eternal Security

  6‑
see Phil 1:29

  11-
"time" this is a reference to the 69 weeks of Daniel

  23-
"word"=LOGOS

     -
eternal security

  25-
"word"=RHEMA in both places

2:4‑8‑
Christ is the living stone‑ see Habakkuk 2:19

  4‑
note: the stones which made an alter had to be untouched by tools.  Christ was a completely


unblemished sacrifice, with no parts missing.

   -
see Isaiah 42:1

  6‑
the cornerstone starts the building.  see 1 Cor 3:11 and Eph 2:20

  8a‑
see 1 Cor 1:23

  22-
see 1 John 3:5 and Heb 7:26

3:6-
"fear" of an unreasonable and bad husband

  7‑
literally "dwelling together according to knowledge" instead of "considerate"

   ‑
this cannot refer to spiritual weakness.  It would not make sense to talk about how great Sarah


was, and then refer to women as spiritually weaker

   -
a married man will have to bear a greater physical burden than a single man

  17‑
this argues against the idea that suffering (financial, health, etc) is only the result of unconfessed


sin. God does not want us to always have earthly/physical happiness.  see Phil 1:29

4:11-
when a man speaks at the breaking of bread, or preaching the word, he represents God.  He also


represents the elders of that local church

  19‑
sometimes suffering is God's will for our lives.  see John 15:18‑21 

  22‑
see note on Mark 16:19

5:1-4-
an important passage dealing with elders.  Note in verses 2 & 3, the 3 negative admonitions, and


the 3 positive admonitions.

  1‑
plurality of elders

   ‑
not only in view of Peter's own sufferings, but in view of Christ's sufferings

  1,2-
elders (presbuteros), shepherds (poimaino) and overseers (episkopeo) are all the same person.  
Also see Acts 20:17,28.

  2‑
shepherds‑ care for, feed and protect the flock

  5‑
"older" ie. the elders

2 Peter
1:2-11-
these verses should be at the core of all the counselling that Christians do.

  3‑
refutes second blessing theology

   ‑
the sufficiency of God's provision, which is the Son of God

  4‑
"participate"‑ perhaps through the appreciation of His glory

  5‑
faith is the starting point, because this is where salvation comes from.  Once you have salvation, 
then you can add goodness, etc.

  5-8-
the formula on how to live a productive Christian life

  10‑
not teaching salvation by works! see note on verse 5

  20,21-
the inspiration of Scripture.

2:1‑
implies that the gift of prophesy is no longer around

   -
false prophets present a new revelation.  False teachers twist the old revelation

   -
Most heresies fall into one of several general categories: (1) attacks on the person of Christ 
(especially denying His deity),  (2) adding works to God's grace as a means of salvation, (3) mis-
understanding of the person and ministries of the Holy Spirit.  Note that all heresies concerning 
church doctrine and practice are covered by the first category (attacks on the person of Christ).

  4‑
this does not refer to 'the fallen angels who sinned grievously by cohabiting with women' as Ryrie 
states!

3:2-
it is important for us to be reading the Old Testament

  3‑7‑
people will hold to blind uniformitarianism, denying that God intervenes miraculously in the


creation and maintenance of the world

  11‑
the study of prophesy should inspire holiness within us

  12‑
implies the church can hasten the coming of the Day of God

  16‑
"ignorant"‑ NASB says "untaught"

    -
please note that this is not a specific reference to the Book of Hebrews!!!

  17-
this could be considered to be a good working definition of temptation.  Also see James 1:13-15.

1 John
1:1‑
"our hands have touched"‑ opposition to the Gnostics

  4‑
fellowship around the person of Christ

  6‑
there are 4 types of darkness



(1) natural



(2) willful



(3) judical ‑ Jer 13:16



(4) eternal ‑ Jude 1:13

  8‑
ie. without sin nature

   ‑
"deceive ourselves"‑ of course, we can't deceive others into thinking that we are sinless

ch 2-
the contrast is made:

  v1,2 -
the believer who sometimes slips

   3-17-
the one who doesn't even try to be careful, but who openly leads a careless life.

2:1-
note that this is talking about Christians!

  2‑
"atoning sacrifice" = propitiation.  also see 4:10

  17‑
encouragement

3:22-
one of the reasons for unanswered prayer

4:10‑
see note on 2:2

      -
this verse is good to use with those who have unbiblical views of what it means to be saved and


what Jesus's death accomplished for us.

  16-
God is love.  Love is not God!

  20-
don't try to say, 'I love the head, but I don't love the body'.  Instead, love the Head, and love the 
body!

5:2-
God comes first!  True love does not come from a concern for their short term approval, but from


a concern for their long term well being.

  13‑
see John 20:30,31

  21-
this is a responsibility that God gives to us.  Also see Jude 1:21.

2 John

1:1-
"The elder".  Note the lack of pretentious ecclesiastical titles.  This book emphasizes oversight


rather than apostolic authority.

    -
"love in the truth".  Christianity brings a bond of fellowship among people who might have nothing


in common otherwise.

  5-
see John 13:34,35

  6-
many people fail to take their definition of love from the Bible.  They read passages dealing with


love, substitue their own warped definition, and get themselves into all sorts of trouble.

  7-
cults and heresies usually fall into 3 categories.



1) those who deny the perfect manhood and full deity of the Lord Jesus



2) those who suggest that works are necessary for salvation



3) those who misunderstand the person and work of the Holy Spirit.

  8-
note that reward is in view here.

  9-
the one who perseveres to the end shows strong evidence that he has new birth.  The one


who does not persevere shows strong evidence that he does not have new birth.

  10-
many Christians feel that they should not let cult members get beyond the doorway.  This


might be a good policy (especially for new believers), but this verse would seem to be talking


about food and accomodations for false teachers.

Jude
The concept of authority is very much present in this book.  This book would be particularly helpful

to local church elders.

1:1-
"kept" - i.e. eternal security

  3-
note that the purpose of this letter is to urge believers to contend for the faith, and one of the


methods used is to assure them of their eternal security.

  4-
"written about".  Not that there is something written specifically about these people by name, but 
that people like Cain, Balaam and Korah (verse 11) are representative of these people.

   -
note that liberty is not being hurt by legalism in this passage, but those who misuse liberty.

   -
people say that eternal security will give people licence to sin, but in fact this is only true about


those who are unsaved in the first place (the "godless").

  5-
if people try to use this verse to suggest that you can lose your salvation, then they are trying


to get too much doctrine out of a type (J. Martin).  Note that they did not believe.

  8-
we must be very careful to not reject authority: parents, husbands, government, elders, and God 
Himself.

  12-
3 things which are absolutely useless; trees without fruit, clouds without rain, and shepherds that 
feed only themselves.  See Ezekiel 34:1-10.  See Matt 21:19 for the fig tree that Christ cursed

  20,21-
the Trinity - Holy Spirit, God and Jesus Christ.

  21-
see John 14:21

  23-
not refering to the ceremonial unpurity, but perhaps an expression of emphasis, such as saying "I 
hate the ground he walks on".  Perhaps refering to hating the wealth and possessions that sinners 
might have (ie. I don't know why sinners prosper, but regardless, I don't want their wealth).

  24-
eternal security

     -
"God knew we would be stupid when He saved us" (J.B. Nicholson Jr.)

  25-
"before all ages, now and forevermore" - see Heb 13:8 and Malachi 3:6.

Revelation
Note‑
also see Isaiah 24‑27, Daniel and Zechariah

    ‑
Reasons to study prophesy:



(1) to make things clear (Rev 1:1)



(2) God has promised blessing (Rev 1:3)



(3) encouragement (1 Thess 4:18)



(4) to encourage holy living (2 Peter 3:11)

1:1-
not only a revelation by Christ, but also a revelation about Christ.  "soon" does not indicate that the 
events will happen soon, but that when they do, they will be sudden (Walvoord).

  1‑3‑
note that the purpose of Revelation is to make things clear, not to confuse!

  4‑
seven spirits‑ see Isaiah 11:2

   -
see Ezekiel 25:31

  4,5-
if the 7 spirits is a reference to the Holy Spirit, then this is also a reference to the Trinity.

  5-
"loves"- in present tense in Westcott and Hort manuscripts, and past tense in T.R. "freed"- aorist 
tense

   ‑
the KJV says "prince", which is incorrect

  6‑
"kingdom" is more correct than "kings" (as the KJV has).  The kingdom that I am a part of, only 
has one King!

  7-
at the Second Coming, after the Tribulation

  8‑
see Isaiah 44:6

  9-
"brother and companion".  John did not feel the need for an ecclesiastical title

  10-
"the Lord's Day"- perhaps a reference to Sunday, or perhaps not.  Maybe a reference to the Day 
of the Lord. - perhaps Saturday, considering the Old Testament flavour of the book.

  11-
note that Christ deals directly with each local church, and not with any 'superintending 
organization' (Walvoord).

     -
the writing was to 7 independent churches, each receiving the message from the Lord Jesus,


not through any overall organization.  Note that in verses 12 and 13, nothing is connecting the


7 lampstands except the presence of the Lord Jesus.

  12-
not one 7 branched lamp like the Jews had, but 7 lamps representing 7 individual, independent


local churches

  13,14-
clearly, this is the Lord Jesus (see v18).  But note Daniel 7:9

  13-
dressed like the high priest

  15-
see Ezekiel 43:2

  16‑
unlikely to be the human leader in a church, unless one man ministry was acceptable to God

  17-
"the First and the Last" uttered here by Jesus, and by the LORD in Isaiah 44:6.  Therefore, Jesus 
is Jehovah.

    -
John was the one who reclined against Jesus' breast when He was on earth.  However, now John 
has a more complete picture of Jesus, and so he falls down as if he were dead.  Also see Ezekiel 
1:28.

  18-
"was dead" is literally "became dead" (Walvoord)

ch 2,3‑
there is no condemnation or commendation to a church concerning evangelism, because this is an 
individual's responsiblity

2:1-
unlikely to the human leader of a church, unless one man ministry was acceptable to God.  Also 
note: while it is unlikely that John would write to an angel, how would he, as an exile, get these 
letters to human messengers.

   -
Ephesus means 'desirable' (HAI)

   -
"among"- ie. the centrality of Christ

  1‑7‑
Ephesus‑ the Apostolic Age

  4‑
the first love is Christ!  Note that this love was not just lost, but had been forsaken.

  5‑
when was the last time that you saw a local church repent?

   -
Ryrie says, '"remove your lampstand", ie. remove the usefulness of that local church'.  Also, its 
testimony to its community.  Being put aside from service to the Lord.

   -
though believers are Eternally Secure, local churches are not.

  7-
believers are the overcomers.  see 1 John 5:4,5.

   ‑
not exhorting a church to overcome, but rather a promise and encouragement

  8-
see Psalm 45:8.  Myrrh is the perfume of the Bridegroom.

   -
Smyrna means myrrh (HAI).

   -
"first and the last", and encompassing everything in between

  8‑11‑
Smyrna‑ Post‑Apostolic church‑ persecuted

  10‑
"crown of life"‑ see James 1:12

    -
or may refer to a limited period of time (Walter Scott). Also see Gen 24:55

    -
it is faithfulness, not success, that concerns the Lord

  11‑
"will not be hurt at all"‑ this expresses a double negative in the Greek

  12-
Pergamos means 'marriage' and 'elevation' (HAI)

  14-
"the teaching of Balaam"- see Num 31.  Intermarriage with unbelievers and idolatrous worship.

  12‑17‑
Pergamum‑ the church under Constantine‑ indulged

  17‑
"hidden manna"‑ is a spiritualized interpretation necessary?  What about the manna in the ark?  
See Rev 11:19

  18‑19‑
Thyatira‑ Medieval Age‑ Roman Catholic church

  18-
"burnished bronze"- KJV says "fine brass", even though brass had not been invented at this time!  
Walvoord says that this is the only use of this word in the Bible, but Interlinear and Vine's both 
confirm that the same word is used in Rev 1:15.

  23-
"hearts and minds" is literally "kidneys and hearts", KJV uses the word "reins" in place of "kidneys 
(nephrous).

  26-
not that this is not just directed to overcomers, but to overcomers who satisfy the additional 
condition of doing His will to the end

3:1‑6‑
Sardis‑ Reformation church

  1,2‑
see Eph 5:14 and Romans 13:11

  5‑
"never"‑ Greek is an emphatic double negative

  7‑13‑
Philadelphia‑ Revival‑ start of modern missions and recovery of N.T. church truths

       ‑
Philadelphia was a real church.  Our local church can be as good as Philadelphia, or as bad as 
Laodicea

  7‑
see Isaiah 22:22

  12‑
see 1 Kings 7:21

  14‑22‑
Laodicea‑ last days apostacy

  15-
not meaning 'really spiritual' (hot) or 'really unspiritual' (cold), but meaning 'distinct.  Thus hot and


cold are both representative of the same concept (being distinct).

  17‑
Laodicea was condemned for high self‑esteem

  19-
"love"="PHILEO" and not "AGAPAO"

  20‑
"anyone"‑ church revival must start with individuals

4:1‑
considered to be a picture of the rapture

   -
considered to be a picture of the Rapture.  The word "church" is not mentioned again until 22:16.

  3-
see Exodus 28:17-20

  4-
Ironside refers to 1 Chronicles 24, and suggests that though these men are literal, they are 
representatives of all the saints; past, present and future.  The crowns are victor's crowns 
(STEPHANOS- Strongs #4735) rather than the kingly crowns (DIADEMA- #1238).  However, 
as Walvoord points out, these men have victor's crowns, while Israel is not judged until the end of 
the tribulation.  Therefore, it seems likely that these men represent the Church in glory, after the 
Rapture.

  7-
perhaps these are seraphs (angels)  -see Isaiah 6:2,3. Or perhaps these are representative of the 
attributes of God (or perhaps both of these concepts together).

   ‑
Matthew‑ Christ as the Lion of the tribe of Judah


Mark‑ Christ as a Servant


Luke‑ Christ as a Man


John‑ Christ as God


Note: Christ as the Branch



King‑ Jer 23:5



Servant‑ Zech 3:8



Man‑ Zech 6:12



LORD‑ Isaiah 4:2


Note: Behold Christ



King‑ Zech 9:9



Servant‑ Isaiah 42:1



Man‑ Zech 6:12



God‑ Isaiah 40:9

5:5-
"the Lion of the tribe of Judah"-see Gen 49:9 "the Root of David"- see Isaiah 11:1,10 (Ryrie)

  6-
"sent out into..."- see Zech 3:9 and 4:10

   -
"seven horns".  Seven is the number of fullness, while a horn represents power and authority.  
Thus the Lamb has full power and authority.

  9,10-
The T.R. and thus the KJV, indicates that the 24 elders are saying this about themselves, thus 
making the elders members of the Church, and ruling out angels.

  13-
this verse is likely the fulfillment of Phil 2:10.

ch 6-
note the parallel to Matt 24

6:1-
the start of the prophetic portion of Revelation

  2-
probably representing a quick and victorious war with a minimum of bloodshed, while v3


introduces more violent conflict.

  4-
not just war between nations but a period of violence between individuals.

  7-
note that this may be the start of the great tribulation. The first 3 seals are the kinds of things that 
have happened in the past (and will happen again during the tribulation), but the fourth seal starts 
something completely new and devestating.

  10‑
"Sovereign Lord" ie. despot (in the most reverential way)

  15-
worldly rank and position mean nothing to God

  16,17-
so much for the idea that God, and specifically Jesus, are just too loving to ever judge sinful man.

7:4-9-
in the Tribulation, there will again be a distinction between Jew and Gentile.  In the Church, no 
distinction is made.  There will also be a distinction in the Millennium (Isaiah 14:2) and also in the 
eternal state (Rev 22:2).

  9-15-
the great multitude may refer to believers who survive the great tribulation and enter the millennial 
kingdom. In this case, the temple of v15 might be the millennial temple.

  13-
an example of teaching through asking a question

8:3-5-
H.A. Ironside (HAI) suggests that this is Christ acting as a priestly angel.

  7-
see Isaiah 40:6- grass may be a symbol for man

   ‑
this may not just be bits and pieces, but may mean one large section, such as North America

  10-
H.A. Ironside suggests that stars represent religious dignitaries, and this verse shows a great 
leader within apostate christendom declaring Christianity to be false, and thus destroying the faith 
of many.

9:1-
"fallen".  KJV has "falling".  However, this is incorrect because the word is in the perfect tense.  
Thus NIV, NASB, NKJV and Darby are all better.

  2-
"Abyss".  See Luke 8:31.

  4-6-
perhaps this is demon possession

  13‑19‑
John Phillips equates this war with Ezekiel 38‑39

  16-
this army is not necessarily composed of humans

10:1-3-
this angel may in fact be Christ.  Since he is dealing with Israel, he is acting as the Angel of the 
Lord.  See Ryrie's book 'Revelation' (Moody Press) for both sides of the argument.

11:2-
'probably refers to the last half of the Tribulation period' (Ryrie), because the gentiles will


'befriend' Israel in the first half.

   3-6-
their ministry likely refers to the second half of the Tribulation, because of the terrible nature of


the judgement they bring (v6).

   3-
Ironside suggests that this is the first half of the tribulation.  Ryrie and Tatford agree, while


Walvoord disagrees.

   5,6‑
perhaps Moses and Samuel‑ see Jer 15:1

12:1-
Roman Catholics sometimes maintain that this is Mary.  They also believe that Mary remained


a virgin all her life.  Yet see 12:17.

   3-
"crowns"=DIADEMA (the ruler's crown, rather than a victor's crown).

   5-
the identity of the son is given by Psalm 2:7-9.

13:1‑
"the sea"  ie. the Gentiles

   11‑18‑ the second beast is the false prophet

   11‑
"the earth"‑ ie. the Jewish nation

   14‑
"inhabitants of the earth"‑ literally "earth dweller"‑ a special term

   16-
evidence that there will be slavery during the Tribulation.  Also see Rev 18:13.

14:6-
"mid-air" is literally "mid-heaven"

15:3-
KJV has "king of saints", which according to H.A. Ironside, is 'generally recognized as faulty'.

16:3-
this is like the second trumpet (Rev 8:8,9), but seems universal rather than just one third of the 
sea.

   5‑7-
God being glorified in His righteousness, by His judgment

   17-
"It is done"- in the Greek, this is one word (GEGONEN), and is in the perfect tense

17:8‑
2 possible meanings



(1) the Beast will be alive, will die, and then will be raised from death



(2) the Roman Empire, which was (old empire), now is not (for most of the church age), 


     and will come up (revived).  See Daniel 7:7,8

18:1-
"another" of the same kind as in chapter 17.

19:6-
sometimes we do not stop and think about what the word "Almighty" means.  I prefer the KJV's 
rendering of this passage: "...the Lord God omnipotent reignth".

   8-
"righteous acts" is in the plural, and so it likely refers to the acts the saints did, rather than the one


act by Christ whereby we were made righteous

   13-
this doesn't refer to Jesus' blood, but rather, Isaiah 63:1-6 makes it clear that this is the blood of 
Christ's enemies.  Thus it is significant that Christ stopped reading where He did in Luke 4:19

   16-
see Deut 10:17

21:1‑
"new... new"‑ Greek indicates new in quality rather than time

   10‑
thought by many to be the New Jerusalem hovering in the air throughout the Millennium

22:20‑
note the other verses which refer to the Second Coming - Luke 12:36;  1 Cor 11:26;  Phil 3:20;  
Phil 4:5; Titus 2:13;  Heb 9:28;  James 5:7‑9;  1 John 3:2; Rev 3:11;  Rev 22:7 and Rev 22:12

     ‑
"Amen. Come Lord Jesus"‑ the response of the bride

