End Notes
Notes on Temples in Scripture
There are at least 12 temples mentioned in Scripture:


-wilderness tabernacle - Exodus chapters 25-27


-Solomon's temple - 1 Kings 7:51


-Zerubbabel's temple - Ezra 6:13-15


-Herod's temple - John 2:20


-Tribulation temple - Rev 11:1,2


-Millennial temple - Ezekiel chapter 40


-Christ's Body - John 2:19


-Believer's Bodies - 1 Cor 6:18-20


-Local churches - 1 Cor 3:16,17


-Universal Church - Eph 2:19-22


-Heavenly Temple - Hebrews 8:2,5


-the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb - Revelation 21:22

* the purpose of an Old Testament temple was to worship God -revealing God to us, in a sinless body, 
Jesus has helped us to worship God.  Through crucifixion, Jesus has assured that our worship shall 
continue eternally.


**********************************************************


As a temple, the purpose of the Local church is to worship God.  All


other benefits of the Local church are secondary.


**********************************************************

* Note the care that the O.T. priests took in their temple work.      We must be just as careful in all the


work that we do, whether Breaking Bread, preaching, chairing a meeting, or sweeping the floors.

* see the note on Hebrews 8:5

Understanding the Old Testament

As we read the Bible, it is important to make a distinction between God's earthly people (Israel) and God's heavenly people (the Church).  God is the same in the O.T. and the N.T., but His dealings with people are necessarily different depending on whether they are in Israel or the Church.  For example, God seems more stern in the O.T because he was trying to maintain the spiritual seperation of Israel.  Sometimes, this required physical seperation.  Furthermore, if you have an earthly people, you are going to have to fight earthly battles.

Eternal Security

(1) We are kept by God



John 6:37, 10:27‑29; Phil 1:6; 1 Cor 1:8;  2 Thess 3:3; 2 Tim 1:12, 4:18;  Jude 1:24


(2) We have the Holy Spirit



John 14:16‑17 


‑ indwelling



2 Cor 1:22 & Eph 4:30

‑ sealing



2 Cor 5:5 & Eph 1:13,14
‑ deposit


(3) Christ is interceding on our behalf



Romans 8:31‑35;  Heb 7:24,25;  1 John 2:1


(4) We have Eternal Live as a present possession



John 3:16,36,  5:24;  1 Peter 1:23


(5) God has promised to raise us up



John 6:39,44;  2 Cor 4:14


(6) Our citizenship is in heaven



Eph 2:19;  Phil 3:20,21


(7) Statements made with certainty



Romans 8:29,30;  1 Cor 15:49;  Romans 8:38,39


(8) Because of the excellence of Christ's finished work



Heb 10:14


Possible Errors people fall into



(1) only sin committed up until conversion is forgiven




‑Gal 2:16 refutes this



(2) if I fall into sin, I will lose my salvation




‑Heb 6:4‑6 is usually cited but repentance is in sight here, and not salvation.            


For these people, repentance is IMPOSSIBLE, but read 1 Cor 7:8,9 and 12:20,21.



And how can we reconcile 1 Cor 1:4‑9 with 1 Cor 3:1 if salvation is lost when a 



Christian sins.  The fact that God disciplines us when we sin, is proof of salvation 



(Heb 10:4‑11)

According to Scripture, what does inspire us to holy living?


1 Peter 1:15,16


Titus 2:11,12‑ Grace


Heb 13:5

Ways of Giving Glory to God


-see commentary on 1 Corinthians by John MacArthur, p244

What must a person know to be saved?
-acronym SCURB is helpful

(1) You are a sinner, in accordance with God's standard, not your own


Romans 3:10,23;  1 John 1:8,10;  John 16:9

(2) You cannot save yourself


Isaiah 64:6;  Eph 2:8,9;  Romans 3:20

(3) You are under God's wrath and judgment against sin


Romans 6:23;  Heb 9:27;  Rev 20:15;  John 3:36

(4) God declares that you must repent (i.e. have a change of heart, not just sorrow)


Acts 17:30;  Luke 13:3,5;  2 Cor 7:10;  Luke 24:47

(5) You must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ (who is God), for your acceptance before God.  This 
involves total commitment of self to him now and forever.  You must believe in the resurrection.


John 3:16, 1:12;  Acts 4:12,  13:39,  16:31;


Romans 10:9;  John 3:18

Worship
- the priest's heart and God's heart meet together around that which delights both of them.

Parables
- parables are not allegories.  A parable tries to illustrate a general principle, whereas an allegory equates 
things (i.e. this is a picture of this, and this represents this, and...).

Why is the Old Testament Important?

- Romans 15:4

- teaching


- 1 Corinthians 10:11
- warning


- Luke 24:25-27

- tells us more about Christ

The 7 Compound Names of Yahweh

The LORD will provide

(Yahweh-Jireh) -
(Gen 22:14)

The LORD who heals you 
(Yahweh-Rophekha) -
(Exodus 15:26)

The LORD my banner 

(Yahweh-Nissi) -
(Exodus 17:8-15)

The LORD our peace 

(Yahweh-Shalom) -
(Judges 6:24)

The LORD my shepherd 
(Yahweh-Roi) -

(Psalm 23:1)

The LORD our righteousness
(Yahweh-Tsidkenu) -
(Jer 23:6)

The LORD is present 

(Yahweh-Shammah) -
(Ezekiel 48:35)

Why do Believers Suffer?

1) We are sons of Adam, and we have a sin nature (Gen 3:16-19)

2) We personally commit sin (Romans 3:23)

Note: when someone else is suffering, we should not accuse them of sin (as Job's counselors did).

However, when we ourselves are suffering, we should ask ourselves if this might be due to sin in

our lives.  Note that the suffering could be God's punishment, or simply the natural result of a

sinful lifestyle.

3) God disciplines us as sons.  It is for our own good. (Hebrews 12:5-11)

4) God is building our character, conforming us to the image of Christ, making us stronger and more


mature. (James 1:2-4,  1 Peter 1:6,7)

5) To enable God to comfort us and to train us so that we can comfort others (2 Cor 1:3-7)

Note: grief to comfort the grieving, pain to comfort the hurting, loneliness to comfort the lonely.

6) To develop patience and perseverance (Romans 5:3-5)

7) To build dependence on God (Psalm 9:9,10)

8) To bring us back to God (Jeremiah 24:4-7)

9) To allow us to be identified with Christ, and to have fellowship with Christ (Phil 1:29, Phil 3:10)

10) To help us to learn God's word (Psalm 119:71)

10) The unknown reasons.  Consider that Job was never told the reason for his suffering.  God


is Sovereign!  See Romans 8:28.

Shawn's Principles for Preaching

-make sure you have a distinct close.  Don't let people think that you are ending your sermon if you are


not.  You should only use the word "finally" once in your message.

-never say, "we all know this verse".  Often there will be a new believer there, who doesn't know this


verse, and will feel out of place or unwelcome

-if you want to preach at a certain meeting, attend that meeting regularly.

-avoid colloquialisms; never use colloquialisms.  Never use the word "stupid" from the platform, even if


describing yourself.

-if announcing a hymn, don't read through ALL of the verses before you start the singing

-avoid discussions of science, or science analogies, or science bashing, unless you definitely know what


you are talking about.  Quoting others isn't good enough.  Know what you are talking about, or


don't say anything.  Be prepared to document all sources, quotations and statistics.

-rambling through the scriptures is not a valid "ministry" technique.  Apply the scriptures.  Don't just say,


"and here is a wonderful thought".  Don't simply restate the obvious meaning of every passage you


mention.  Some people's preaching amounts to an explanation of what this passage says in several


different translations!  This isn't good enough. Apply the scriptures to people's lives.

-when preaching, you are not simply presenting the results of your own Bible study.  You are not simply


presenting your seminary notes.  Do the in-depth study for yourself, and then give your listeners


the benefits of your study.  Don't try to boggle them with the Greek or Hebrew.

-when preparing for a message, study the word for yourself.  This will take considerable time.  Don't start


by digging through commentaries and listening to audio tapes of messages other people have given


on the same topic.  Do not plagiarize.  Do not present another man's message.  We all learn


amazing things from amazing teachers of the word.  These things excite us and we want to pass


them along to others, but avoid the habit of preaching other people's messages.  If you must


present another man's materials, acknowledge to your audience the source of your material.


Make sure that people understand that your message will be essentially similar to something you


heard another man preach.  Better still, just dig in the Word yourself until you find some of those


amazing things for yourself!

-don't be afraid to preach the old truths.  Don't always be looking for something daring to preach on.


Don't try to 'push the boundaries of what is safe'.

-be careful with the tone of your voice.  Don't talk down, and don't speak as if spreading recrimination.


Young men must especially remember this!

-valid Christian ministry consists of that which (1) glorifies Christ and teaches us more about Him, and (2)


edifies the saints and builds them up for service within the church of God.  Don't get carried away


with your own cleverness.

-don't think that you need a "three point sermon", but also, make sure that you drive home a couple of


points.  Don't be afraid to preach a three point sermon.  Some people would be better off to try to


preach a three point sermon, in order to add cohesiveness to their message (which would


otherwise ramble incoherently).  The preacher should ask himself what one point would he like the


hearers to take home and remember.  He should drive this point home.

-With regards to discussing evolution.  DO NOT poke fun at the theory of evolution, or misrepresent it.  If


you do, you will mislead and misinform the believers, and you will set them up to be walked all


over when they try these same arguments against an evolutionist.  You will also unnecessarily


alienate any evolutionists who are sitting in your meeting.  Preachers should stick to preaching the


Word of God.  For the record, I am firmly opposed to the theory of evolution.  I hold an Honours


B.Sc. in Genetics, and I know what the theory of evolution is about.  I believe that there is


scientific evidence to refute the theory of evolution.  I have also been a serious believer for a


number of years, and I know what the Bible teaches on this issue.  I accept Biblical creationism.


If a preacher is qualified to discuss evolution on a scientific basis, then he might wish to do so.


However, if you are not qualified, then don't do it.  Discuss it from a Biblical perspective, or


import a preacher who can discuss it on a scientific basis.  Never, never, never be a preacher


who simply repeats what you have heard others say, or reads reports from the newspaper.


You will almost certainly get facts wrong!  I am very serious about this matter!!!!!!!!!!

-The debate over translations rages on.  I have this to say.  If you are going to preach a message about


why you prefer a certain translation, so be it.  DO NOT simply toss in a shot against a particular


translation though!  You will edify nobody, and almost certainly offend somebody.  I doubt that


anybody has ever been encouraged to use the KJV through a shot about the NIV being the 'Not


Inspired Version'.  Believers have been insulted and disgusted by this sort of comment though!

The Purpose of Local Church Meetings
1) to glorify God (Eph 3:21, 1 Peter 4:11)

2) to build up believers (Eph 4:11-13, 1 Cor 14:26)

God's Negative Commands

Some people do not like "negative ministry", and think that because they are now Christians, they have freedom from obeying any rules.  This view is very wrong.  If we refuse to listen to the commands and warnings that Scripture gives, we will have to ignore most of the Bible.  God's negative commands (i.e. do not do this...) provide a boundary for us.  This cuts into our freedom to act in a selfish or sinful manner.  It also protects us from outside influences, and shows us how far we can go.

Final Comments 

I have typed up the notes that I have made in the margins of my Bible over the past couple of years.  I did this for two reasons.  First, I wished to be able to carry these notes with me in my Bible case, even after I purchase a new Bible.  Second, I realized that some friends of mine, might find some of these notes to be of benefit.


To the best of my knowledge, the things I have written down are correct.  If some of my notes are incorrect, please let me know.  Of necessity, these notes are rather short, and are not meant to be a definitive statement on the matters which they touch on.  Reading these note might give a person a slightly lop‑sided view.  Furthermore, some people might conclude from reading these notes, that I hold to views which I do not in fact hold.  This is due to the highly abbreviated nature of these notes.  I ask you to raise any matters of concern with me, instead of deciding from these notes that I am a heretic.


I hesitate to release these notes, in case they should be misinterpreted.  However, some time ago, a brother loaned me his Bible, and I found that reading the notes was a valuable spiritual exercise.  If you know of anybody that would profit from this material, please feel free to pass it on.  I apologize if I offend

anyone with these notes.  For the most part, these notes represent my own thoughts on Scripture, and should not be thought of as representing the official views of any local church that I am in fellowship with.


As far as form goes, these notes are based on the New International Version.  I have heard some people complain about this translation.  All I can say, is that like all translations, it has places where it is strong, and places where it is weak.  If one approaches the NIV with an open mind, he or she will find that it is an acceptable translation, for public reading and personal study.  If one approaches the NIV with a closed mind, then they will probably find evidence to confirm their closed mind.  I would suggest that any person who relies on a single translation is being irresponsible.  For that matter, even if a person has a good knowledge of Greek, Hebrew and Aramaic, it would be irresponsible to not consult English translations to see how other scholars rendered various passages.  Quotes from scripture will be in Double Quotes ("), while all other quotations will be in Single Quotes (').  I have tried to follow this format uniformly, but there may be a couple places where I have slipped.  I have tried to reference my sources.  All notes which indicate (Ryrie), are taken from the Ryrie Study Bible (NIV), which is published by Moody Press.  I highly recommend this edition.  Most of the study notes are good (and correct!), and there is an excellent summary of doctrine at the back.  There is ample room for notes in the margins, and the print is easily read.  The Ryrie Study Bible is available in NIV, KJV, NASB and NKJV editions.


At this point I should acknowledge some of those whose thoughts I have borrowed.  It would be impossible for me to say exactly which notes came as a result of which sermons by which men. I can only acknowledge with deep gratitude the lives and ministry of the following men (in alphabetical order): Colin Anderson, Peter Anderson, Steve Anderson, Robert Bibby, Peter Bolton, Sam Kalleekal, Jamie Martin, and Arnold Spears.  There are many others whose thoughts and comments appear in these notes (including several sisters in Christ), but I felt that I should mention these men in particular, because they have had the greatest influence upon my life. 

References to (Vine's) are to Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words.  The latest edition is keyed to the Strong's numbering system.

References to H.A.I. are to the commentaries written by H.A. Ironside.

For Bible study, I highly recommend the following:


The Ryrie Study Bible (NIV)


The NIV Exhaustive Concordance


The Winter/Wigram Word Study/New Testament


The Expanded Vine's Expository Dictionary


The Discovery Bible (NASB)


The Online Bible (KJV/NIV)

I also highly recommend the following books:

The Believers Bible Commentary‑ William MacDonald‑ A&O Press and Thomas Nelson


‑this is the finest one volume commentary on the N.T, that is available.  A one volume


treatment of the O.T. has recently been published by Thomas Nelson.

Jesus Christ Our Lord‑ John Walvoord‑ Moody Press


‑an excellent book to teach you about our Lord

Biblical Eldership‑ Alexander Strauch‑ Lewis and Roth


-also available with study guide.

Revelation‑ Charles C. Ryrie‑ Moody Press


-avoids the speculation rampant in the study of prophecy. Adds structure to the study of 
Revelation and introduces relevant cross references.

The following books from Everyday Publications are recommended:


Assembly Distinctives


God's Timetable


Does it Pay to Pray


Should I Speak in Tongues?


His Name the Mighty God


God the Son


The Church of God


The Church and I


Unshakable Kingdom‑ Hebrews

Address:
Everyday Publications Inc.



421 Nugget Avenue, Unit 2,



Scarborough, Ontario,



Canada, M1S 4L8

I hope you enjoy these notes, and I hope that they are useful to you.



Shawn Abigail
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